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Manner of reprefenting 
the Affair, did but irritate 
the Prince to a higher 
Degree. Wretch as thou 
dart! ſaid he, is it not 


0 
Y 4 
* # 


jured me in the moſt. ſenfible Part, but 


pr 


2 - Pzrv7TANn TALES. 
then to defend thy ſelf, for I intend to treat 


thee without much Ceremony; upon which 
he drew his Sabre, and ruſhed upon me 


with all poſſible Fury. 


The Remembrance I ſtill id of 


the Obligations I had received from the 
Father, no way obliged me to ſuffer my- 


ſelf to be flain by the Son; I therefore 


unſneathed my Sabre, and threw myſelf 


into a Poſture of Defence. At firſt I only 


awarded off his Blows, and had no Inten- 
tion to wound my Adverſary, and indeed, 
I flattered myſelf, that this Inſtance of my 
Regard for his Safety would have calmed his 
Rage, and made him acknowledge he had no 


Cauſe to be ſo implacable againſt me: 1 


likewiſe hoped we ſhould be obſerved from 


the Palace; and that thoſe who ſhould 


happen to ſee us, would have ſufficient 


Time to come and part us: But at laſt I | 


found myſelf fo briſkly aſſaulted, that I 
Was obliged to make my Enemy for ever 


incapable of injuring me. The Combat 
grew more deſperate every Moment, and 


we exchanged ſeveral dangerous Blows. 
*TheBlood flowed from our mutual Wounds, 
.and notwithſtanding the large Quantity we 
both loft, we were ſtill fighting with the 
_ . fevereſt Animolity, when ſeveral Officers, 
ho were diſpatched in all Speed by the 
King to ſeperate us, threw themſelves be- 
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PERUVIAN TALES. 3 
tween our Weapons, and obliged us to re- 
turn to the Palace. 

My Wounds being not very dangerous, 
were healed in a few Days by a Balm which 
the Phyſicians applied to them, and I ſoon 
recovered the Vigour I had loſt by the 


Effuſion of Blood. 


The Prince's Fate was very different, 
and he was reduced ſo low the fifth Day, 
that they began to deſpair of his Cure, and 
he himſelf grew ſenſible that his Illneſs 
would prove Mortal. With this. Perſuaſion, 


he formed the moſt criminal Deſign that 
ever entered into the Imagination of 


Man. He firſt informed himſelf of my 


Condition, and when he heard I gradually 
began to recover, he ſeemed exceedingly 


dejected. Muſt I then die, ſaid he, with 
the Mortification of leaving a Rival in 
Felicity, at the Expence of my Life and 
Honour ! However, continued he, ſince I 


no more can hope to poſſeſs Caſana, I re- 


ſign her to his more proſperous Pretenſions. 
Upon which he deſired to ſee this Princeſs 


once more, to give her his laſt Farewell, 


and inform her that he died for her Sake. 
Nothing but the King's Authority could 
have prevailed on Caſana to vilit the 
Prince. When ſhe came into his Preſence, 


he addreſſed himſelf to her in this Man- 
ner, the better to conceal his infamous De- 


B 2 ſign, 
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ſign. Charming Caſana, faid he, I am k 
not a little obliged to you for your com- | 
plaiſant Proceeding towards me; 'tis un- F 
doubtedly the laſt Satisfaction you can now 


'procure me. I am ſenſible my final Hour 3 
is come, and I am going to be join'd to 1 
my Anceſtors, in another State of Being. 2 


The only Reluctance 1 ſhall carry with me * 
out of this World, is, that J muſt die be- : 
fore I could call you mine; but you are PI 


now at Liberty to diſpoſe of your Heart in ** 
il Favour of him you love beſt. ' © 
1 Prince, replied Caſana, this is no Time 
4 for you to indulge ſuch Imaginations, think 
i rather how to compoſe the Emotions of 
fl your Soul: Your Condition is not defpe- 
1 rate as yet; your Vouth and vigorous Con- 
i ſtitution, with our ſincere Prayers, and the fu 
Fi! Remedies that are offered you, ought to 15 
41 make you hope for a ſpeedy Re-eſtabliſh- _ r 
4 ment of your Health. Ah! interrupted wa 
4 the Prince, ſince you are ſo generous as to * 
= Intereſt yourſelf in my Preſervation, drink 1 
one Cup of Cora to my Recovery, and I Fas 
will drink another to the Continuance of *. 


* 


your Charme. + ſh 
* - Cea/ana could not deny the Prince this ; 


„rr ˙ ˙ü p , ooo lh tis Bhs, 
. * id 


Satisfaction, and the Attendants preſented i 
each of them with a Cup of that Liquor, t : 
which they immediately drank. Thoſe Pe 
who were preſent, took Notice that the iſ **© 
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PERUVIAN,TALES 5 
Princeſs trembled, when ſhe raiſed the 
Cup to her Lips, and her Apprehenſions 
were undoubtedly occaſioned by a ſecret 
Preſage of the Fate that attended her; 
and, 1n reality, a Moment- after ſhe had 


| drank. the mortal Draught, the roſy Co- 


lour faded in her Face, and ſhe was ſeized 


With violent Convulſions. In vain was the 


Aſſiſtance of all about her, and ſhe ex- 
pired in the Arms of thoſe who endea- 


Vvoured to relieve her. : 


Whilſt the Attendants were employing 
all their Cares to recover the Princeſs, one 
of them ſaw the Prince ſeized with the 
ſame Symptoms in his Bed; they ran to 
his Aſſiſtance, but he had already breathed 
out his Soul. 

It is eaſy to judge there was Poiſon ins 
fuſed into the Liquor the Prince and Cajana 


had drank, and indeed nothing could be 


more true. The Prince not able to bear 
the Thought that his Rival - ſhould enjoy 
that Lady, was ſo inhuman as to mix u 
violent Poiſon in the Cora preſented to her, 


by which Means he was certain, that if he 
was not to poſlels Caſana, at leaſt ſhe 


ſhould make no other Man happy... _ 
1 was afflicted beyond Expreſſion, at 

this melancholy Accident; I lamented the 

unhappy Fate of the Princeſs, and all the 


People bewailed the Prince. The Sorrow- 


B 3 Which 


6 _PzrUVIAN TALES. 
which affected the King on this Occaſion, 
threw him into a languiſhing Hineſs, that 


' - brought him to the Brink of the Grave. 


At the End of one Moon, when he began 
a little to recover, he ordered me to 
be conducted into his Preſence. Young 
Stranger, ſaid he, you are ſenſible what 


Calamities I have ſuffered ſince your Ar- 
rival in my Dominions: My Son is dead, 
one of my Relations, whom I intended for 


his Spouſe, is now no more; and I my ſelf 
beheld the Gates of Death. It is true, 


theſe Misfortunes cannot juſtly be imputed 


to you, and it would be unrighteous to 
puniſh you for what you did not commit. 
All the World can teſtify the Diſcretion 
with which you conducted yourſelf in your 


Paſſion for Caſana, and I myſelf beheld 


the Repugnance with which you combated 
my Son: Eyery one muſt acknowledge, 
that nothing but the Neceſſity of defending 


your own Life, induced you to oppoſe him; 


but tho? all theſe Circumſtances proclaim 
your Innocence, it 1s equally true, that you 
are the Cauſe of our Misfortunes. Begone 


chen in Peace; your Preſence in this Coun- 
try ill but aggravate my Sorrows, begone 


then, immediately, and tor ever. 


I would willingly have made ſome Re- 


Ply in my Juſtification, but he obliged 


me to be ſilent. Once more begone, ſaid. 


- ME 
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8 he; 1 always had a ſincere Inclination to be 


hoſpitable to Strangers, do not now con- 
ſtrain me to act contrary to my natural 
Diſpoſition. 

Theſe laſt Words admitted of no Reply: ; 
I immediately left the Palace, and after I 
had travelled for the Space of two Days, 
found myſelf out of the Dominions of the 


King of Aauxa. I only met with one re- 


markable Adventure in my Journey, and 
that was in the Country of Abanſay. 

One Day, when the Heat proved inſup- 

table, and I was extremely fatigued 
with travelling from Morning to Noon, I. 
ſtopped at the Edge of a Wood that roſe 
on my right Hand. The Place was in- 
tirely calculated to give Paſſengers the 


Enjoyment of the retreſhing Gales. A 
bubbling Fountain ſpouted forth its limpid 


Waters, and a blooming Circle of tall 


Trees ſhot forth a Profuſion of Branches 
impenetrable to the Sun Beams; theſe 
Branches that almoſt bended to the Earth, 


were loaded with inviting Fruit, ſome of 
which I gathered and eat, and found their 
Flavour moſt delicious. After which 1 
ſtretched myſelf on the Graſs, and funk 
into a plealing Slumber. 

In a very tew Hours, my Sleep was in- 


cerrupted, and I found myſelf moved up 
_ down; z theſe Motions, tho' not at all 


B 12 violent, 
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violent, were ſufficient to awake me, and 


I then perceived that four old Women, 
entirely naked, had bound my Arms with 


Silver Chains. All the Efforts I could 


make to diſengage myſelf were ineffectual, 


and I intreated them in vain to reſtore me {| 
to Liberty. We have no Intention to in- 


jure you, faid they, and only deſire you 


to follow us without Reluctance; but if 
you refuſe to comply, we ſhall find Means 


to make you obey us, in ſpice of all your 
Reſiſtance, 


The Curioſity I had to know where this 


Adventure would end, induced me to fol- 
low them without any farther Expoſtula- 
tions. We walked above an Hour thro? 


the Wood, and at laſt found ourſelves on | 
the Brink of a broad and deep Trench. 


A Draw-bridge. was then let down to give 


us a free Paſſage, and when we had croſſed 


the Trench, the Bridge drew up of itſelf. 
We then came into a vaſt Court, in the 


whoſe Entrance was guarded by two amia- 
ble Women, as naked as my-four Con- 


ductors 3 but notwithſtanding the indecent 
Condition in which they appeared, an Air 
of Modeſty, which commanded Reſpect, 


was viſible in their Aſpects, and I could not 


help taking Notice that they ſmiled at my 
e 0 yourg 1 ſaid they, 
8 


Middle of which ſtood a large Pavilion, 
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you are ignorant of the good Fortune 


| that awaits you. The Great Rimac de- 


termines, you ſhall conſent to be the Au- 
thor of the greateſt Happineſs that can 


poſſibly attend you. 
This Language was a perfect Riddle to 


me; but I was informed by the two young 
Women, that her Miſtreſs herſelf would 


acquaint me with' my Felicity. You have 


nothing more to do, continued they, than 
to give us your Weapons, with the Ha- 
bit you wear, and to bathe yourſelf in 
this Baſon ; I am very willing, faid I, to 
bathe and ſurrender my Arms, as you 
defire ; I will likewiſe reſign my. Apar- 
rel to you, but what other Dreſs am I 
then to be cloathed in? Every Man has 
his particular Cuſtom, and I would not 
appear naked before any Mortal; De- 
cency forbids me to be ſo abandoned. 

Tou have Reaſon, replied one of the 


Women, to ſay, every one has a pe- 


culiar Cuſtom : As to us, we cannot 


bluſh to appear as Nature has formed us; 


for we are only guided by Moderation 
and Purity, and as Reaſon tempers the 
warmeſt Flow of our Blood, we are 


only aſhamed to manifeſt” a depraved 


Heart. This, in our Opinion, is the moſt. 
infamous and reproachful Object that can 
poſſibly be ſeen; or, rather it is that 
5 B 5 „ 
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which ought never to be found in a Per 
ſon of Honour. We may add to this, 


that Nakedneſs is ſo far from being an 
Incentive to immoderate Deſires, that, on 
the contrary, it cools the wanton Fer- 


vours of the Mind; it fetters irregular 
Paſſions, and gives a modeſt Inſenſibility 
to Innocence. In fine, when we are once 


habituated to this Cuſtom, whatever Ob- 


jects preſent themſelves before us, the 


Eye continues undiſordered, and the Heart 


is never tainted with any tumultuous Paf- 
ä | 


I diſcovered, in this Kind of Reaſoning, 


tome Glimmerings of Truth, which o- 


bliged me to ſubmit. Since this is your 


Cuſtom, faid I, and you compel me to 


conform to it, I ſhall diſpoſe my ſelf to 


imitate your Example, and will no longer 


delay to appear in a Condition that can 


never be indecent; fince it is juſtified by 
your Example. At this, they began to 


take away my Weapons ; after which, 
they eaſed me of my Chains, and aſſiſt- 


ed me to diveſt my ſelf of my Apparel, 
which the four old Women caught up, 
and carried away. „ 


„„ 
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HOU XEVL:- 
In- the mean time, I threw my ſelf 


into the Baſon, according to the Direc- 
tions I had received, and waſhed my ſelf 


for ſome Time; and when I came out of 


the Water, the two young Women, to 
whoſe Care I was conſigned, dried my 
Body with Linnen, white as the Snow it 
ſelf; and each of them, folding one of 
her Arms round mine, introduced me in- 
to the Palace. . 1 

After we had paſſed through ſeveral 
Apartments, they led me into a large Hall, 
where the Laica Pancuncus then was: She 
was a young Lady about twenty Tears 


Jof Age, exquiſitely beautiful, and her 


Eyes ſparkled with ſo much Luſtre, that 
I was hardly able to bear their radiant - 
Glances. She was ſeated on a Throne 


of Silver, over which, was thrown the 


Skin of a Tygre, and at her Left Hand, 
] beheld a Golden Throne, covered with 
the Spoils of a Lion. Approach, young 
Stranger, ſaid ſhe, the Moment I ap- 
peared, unite you Deſtiny with mine, 
and take Poſſeſſion of the Throne I have 
decreed you. I am infinitely delighted to 
owe ſo amiable a Husband to Chance, 
and could not have ſucceeded better, —_ | 

I had 


a. 


tacy, told me, ſhe was not ſurpriſed at 
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I had ſelected one from the Flower of a | ( 
whole Nation. . | Y itt 
I was fo confounded at this Adventure, a 
and the Advances TI received from ſo n 


charming a Perſon, that'I ſtood ſpeechleſs 
before her. Pacuncus, finding I made no 
Reply, but ſeemed loft in a Kind of Ex- | 


my Silence, for doubtleſs, ſaid ſhe, you 
are not accuſtomed to receive the firſt | 
Overtures from our Sex : However, this 
is my Practice, continued ſhe, and you | 
muſt accommodate your ſelf. to it as well. 
as you can; upon which, ſhe offered me 
her Hand in the moſt obliging Manner. | 
I then approached her, with an Intenti- | 
on to throw my felt at her Feet; What 
do you mean to do, cried fhe? It is my. | 
Duty to kiſs your Knees, at the ſame 
_ Time, ſhe favoured me with a tender | 
Embrace, and obliged me to aſcend the 
Throne that was raiſed on her Right. | 
. „ 
I was hardly ſeated, before ſhe reſum- 
ed her Diſcoutce : - You are now my- Hus- 
band, ſaid ſhe, and I may hereafter con- 
. verſe with you on the Cauſe of your Ar- 
rival in my Dominions, tho' I think 1 
am acquainted”. with every Circumſtance 
already; but at preſent, ſomething of 
more Conſequence requires our n + 


rene Ao MO een 
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Give me your Hand, and let us retire 
into the next Apartment, where I will 
acquaint you with ſome Particulars very 
neceſſary for. you to know. ind riacs 
As my Surpriſe was increaſed every Mo- 


ment, by the extraordinary Things I 


heard, I obeyed her without making a- 
ny Reply; ſhe then conducted me into 
a Chamber, the Air of which, was per- 
fumed with Odours fo exquiſitely fra- 
grant, that they charmed me; nor was 


the Eye regaled with leſs Attractions than 


the Smell. The Walls were adorned with 
a radiant Profuſion of . rich Metals and 
Stones, ranged with admirable Symetry. 
A Bed of Gold, covered with the Skins of 
ſix Tigres, was the only Furniture in that 
Apartment. Pacuncus laid herſelf on the 


Bed, and invited me to place my ſelf at her 
Side, and when ſhe had, for ſome Time, 


beheld me with Eyes, in which Love had 
kindled his brighteſt Flames, ſhe directed 
her Diſcouſe to me in this Manner. 

It is now Time, my deareſt Spouſe, to 


inform you who I am, and what were my 


Inducements to treat you in the Manner 
you have experienced. My Father was 
the chief Prophet of the Great Rimac, 


and I am the only Fruit of his Marriage 
Bed. At his Death, he made me the 
Heireſs of all his Power, which conſiſted in 


41 
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an abſolute Command over all Things, 
either on Earth or in the Waters; but 
tho* Jam inveſted with ſuch an unlimited 
Authority, I regulate all my Actions by 
Reaſon, and never exert my Power, but 
to pro * the virtuous, and puniſh . Inju- 
ſtice. I give Conſolation to the Unfortu- 
nate in their Afflictions, and never fail to 
chaſtiſe the Abandoned with due Sevetity. 
Once in every Moon, I take a Progreſs 
round the Earth, and am careful, where- 
ever I come, to eſtabliſh that Order and 
Tranquility which Magicians, by their 
capricious ' Practices, too frequently inter- 
rupt ; the Elements themſelves obey 
my Commands, and all Nature appears - 
tractable and ſubmiſſive before- me. . 
O Great Nimac, cried ſhe, in this Part 
of her Diſcourſe; Why is not my PO w- 
er as abſolute over the Mind ! But alas! 
in that Particular, I am too ſenſible of my 
Inability. Ah me ! What diſtracting Pangs 
have I ſuffered from perfidious Men; I 
have been eſpouſed to ſixty- nine Husbands, 
and had the Mortification to find them 
all falſe and ungrateful. I was united to 
them ſucceſſively by the moſt tender Paſ- 
ſion, but their Inconſtancy has for ever ſe- 
perated me from their Arms. When I 
puniſned the laſt, whom I ſurprized in 
the Embraces of one of my Women, 
5 wp I took 
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T took a ſolemn Oath to marry the firſt 
Man who ſhould ſet a Foot in my Do- 
minions, and bound my felf, by an invi- 
olable Vow, to puniſh him ſeverely if he 
either refuſed to eſpouſe me, or ſhould 
prove falſe after he became the Partner of 
my Weg... . = | on 6d 
You may now be fenſible, continued ſhe, 
what Misfortunes you have eſcaped, by 
Z conſenting to be my Husband. I ſhould 
have been compelled to make you repent 
of your Refuſal, and ſhall be under the 
fame Neceſſity, if you ever falſify your 
Vows of Fidelity to me. = 
I was on the Point of telling her, that 
J could not poſfibly comprehend how her 
Conduct to me, any Way comported with _ 
her Aſſertion, that all her Actions were 
regulated by Reaſon, but fhe did not ' 
allow me the Opportunity. Have a Re- 
gard to your ſelf, ſaid ſhe, for tho? I have. 
not an abſolute Inſpection into the Heart, 
I can diſcover, by the Language of your 
Eyes, that you are preparing to contradict 
me. I have already told you, that you 
are my Husband, and that ought. 
to be ſufficient to ſecure me your Heart. 
You will pardon the little Vehemence [I 
diſcover, as it is the neceſſary Conſequence 
of the Oath I have taken : I, indeed, was 
urged to it by a Degree of VO $: 
1 : ut 
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but it is not the leſs. inviolable for that 


Cireumſtance. All the Excuſes and Im- 
pediments you can alledge, will avail you 
nothing; and if you fancy there is any In- 


7 


juſtice in my Proceedings, you will caſi- 


Iy de reconciled. to it, when you conſider 


| that the Attractions of my Perſon, wilt 1 


amply recompenſe you, for all you can 


poſſibly loſe in any other Inſtance, Lou 


have -one infallible Advantage to .depend 


on, which 1s the Certainty you may enter- 


| rain, that I ſhall preſeve to my Death, all 


the Graces I may now enjoy, and I muſt. 
likewiſe acquaint you, that you will expe- 
rience. the ſame Fondneſs in me, which I 


now expreſs, and the fame Inclination to 
pleaſe you. | 5 


I, indeed, was ſhocked at the firſt Ad- 
- vances Pacuncus made me, and the Con- 
ſtraint ſhe laid me under of being united 
to her all. my Days, gave me ſome Difſ-- 


ſatisfaction 3 but the abſolute Air of her 


Converſation, and the Menaces ſhe had 


Recourſe to, made me determine to com- 
ply with her Expectations. Beauteous 
Queen of the Laices; ſaid I, and at the 


ſame time kiſſed her Hand; I am fo. far 


from diſregarding the Offers you make 


me, that I. count them the greateſt Feli- 
city I could poſſibly attain to, and could 
never hope to be ſo exquilitely bleſſed : 

Ee | | eee 


by: 
Lo, 
2 
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I even acknowledge, that I found my 


ſelf 1 of reſiſting thoſe all - per- 


ſuaſive Eyes; you are already the abſo- 


4 lute Miſtreſs of my Perſon, and, as you 


have compleated the Conqueſt of my 
Heart, your Aſcendant ſhall be as So- 
vereign over my Soul. Nothing now re- 
mains, but that I intreat you to inform 
me, in what Manner I may | beſt teſtify, 
my Gratitude for all your Goodneſs. _. 

I pronounced theſe laſt Words with 
ſuch a Tone and Air, as convinced Pa- 
cuncus, that either her Charms or Threat- 
nings had gained the Effect ſhe deſired. 
Dear lovely Youth, ſaid ſhe, I want Lan- 
guage to expreſs how much you tranſport 
me, by the voluntary Gift of your Heart ; 
I ſhould have ſuffered infinite Afflictions, 
had I found it neceſſary to gain it by my 
Authority; but ſince I am ſo happy as to 
inſpire you with tender Sentiments in my 
Favour, I ſurrender my felt intirely to 
your Pleaſure, and ſolemnly ſwear you 
alone ſhall be the Object of my ſofteſt 
Love. 1 * 240 
She accompanied theſe Expreſſions with 
a tender Embrace, that convinced me of 
the Sincerity of her Paſſion. - Such a de- 
licious Careſs, would have inflamed the 


* 


moſt inſenſible of all Mortals, and I was 


preparing to retun her Endearments, when 


& 


bl 
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ſhe reſumed her Diſcource in this Man- verſ 
ner; I have only one Particular more to and 
tell you, and then our nuptial Supper ſhall F no 
be ſerved up; but let me intreat you it. 
to be. very attentive to what you are go- i ſaid 
ing to hear: I expect, when you tender but 
me your Heart, that you reſign it to me, the 
without Reſerve ; ſhould I once diſcover Bec 
that you had treated me with the leaſt In- teac 
fidelity, all my ſofteſt Affection for you, ny 
will not preyent me from puniſhing you bar 
according to youu Demerit: Your Of- litz 
fence will coſt you one of your Limbs, bee 
and you will be driven with Contempt M 
from the Palace : But ſhould your Love to 
to me, be at any Time inſufficient to cool WM anc 
your Inclinations to other Objects that may as 
preſent themſelves to your View; ſum- co 
mon all your Reaſon to your Aſſiſtance the 
at ſuch a Juncture, and let Fear it felf lea 
extinguiſh every criminal Flame, that a- yo 
ny future Rival of mine may kindle in fed 
your Boſom : Let the Conſideration of | | 
your own Intereſt, regulate each inordi- m 
nate Deſire; that may one Day prove too ex 
tyrannical to your Welfare. Let me there- be 
fore recommend it to you, to think of -m 
owing all your Happineſs and Repole m 
to your Fidelity alone. „„ to 
Adorable Laica, ſaid I, all the Charms WU ## 
of the moſt amiable Objects in the Uni- W 


_ verſe, 


* 


<7 wed - 
— >" I A — — 
I ” e þ 4 . * * 
n * 8 . - 


PERUVIAN TALES. 19 
verſe, ſhall never deprive you of my Heart, 
and when I once have reſigned it to you, 
no furture Competitor ſhall ever reclaim 
it. Remember well, this Engagement, 
laid Pacuncus, I can pardon all Things 


but the Contempt of my Perſon, and 


the Inconſtancy of him who ſhares my 
Bed: Let the ſad Examples of others, 
teach you Diſcretion ; I have received ma- 
ny Promiſes like yours, ſixty-nine Hus- 
bands have plighted their Vows of Fide- 
lity to me, and not one, as yet, has 


been punctual any longer than the firſt 


Moon of our Efpoufals. I have hither- 
to ſeen none but perjured Wretches, 
and I have. puniſhed 185 for their Guilt, 

as I ought. I muſt indeed acknowledge, 
continued ſhe with a Smile, that I expoled 


their Conſtancy to the ſevereſt Trials, by 


leaving them in this Palace with ſeveral 


young Virgins, who were beautiful to Per- 
n . | 
Charming Lazca, . interrupted he, as for 
my Part, I can fafely challenge you to 
expoſe me to what Trials you / pleaſe, 


being well aſſured you will always find 
me uniform to what I now profeſs; let 


me caution you once. more, replied ſhe, 


to be on your Guard; a Perſon may be 
ſwept away by a Flood, in the very Place 
where, the Day before he walked, on dry 


Land. 


— 
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Land. However, for the preſent, let us 
turn the Converſation to ſome other Sub- 
ject: I have acquainted you with all the 
Particulars neceſſary to the Preſervation of 

your good Fortune, and: ſaid enough to 
reſtrain you within the Limits of your 
Duty, if you can act rationally 3 and now 
let us fit down to our Nuptial Banquet, 
which I believe will be very ſcaſonable 
to you,. for I am perſuaded, you have 
not been entertained with much Delicacy 
in your Journey. f 


HOUR XXVII. 


The Day was now upon the Cloſe, and 
when we quitted the Chamber, we found 
the other Apartments finely illuminated 
by a vaſt Number of Lamps, which 
hung from the Roof; but the Hall; | 
where our Collation was ſerved up, ap- 
peared more reſplendent than the bright- | 
eſt Day in Spring: The Walls, as well 
as the Pavement and Roof, were cover- 
ed with Plates of Silver, ſo artificially 
joined together, that they ſeemed to be 
one continued Spread of that Metal, and 
were ſo exquiſitely poliſhed, that they re- 
flected every Object like a Mirrour. 
From the Wall, were extended ſeveral 
large Paws. of Bears, each of which rap 

$7 n 


0 


the inſtruments. 6 
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a lighted Taper, which diffuſed a daz- 


| ing Luſtre, and never conſumed. Theſe 


aws, were ſixty-nine in Number, a Cir- 
cumſtance, that, in my Opinion, had ſome 
myſterious Meaning ; but, at that Time, 
I did not ask for any Explanation, for 
my Eyes were ar with other Ob- 


| Jects, that engaged all my Attention. 


Pacuncus and my ſelf, were ſeated at 
the upper End of the Hall, on two ſmall 


Thrones of Silver, covered with Skins 


exceedingly white and ſoft; and imme- 
diately ſeven young Virgins divinely charm- 
ing, made their Appearance at the other 
End of the Hall, and entertained us with 
a Concert of the moſt melodious Voices 
J had ever heard. 185 

A few Moments after, ſix other Virgins 
beautiful as the Bluſhes of the Morning, 
and crowned with Chaplets of perfuming 
Flowers, appeared in the Middle of the 
Hall, and began to dance with an inimi- 


J cable Harmony of Motion. My Eyes, 


till then, had never been delighted with 
{o lovely a View, and no Time could. 
be tedious to me, whilſt I beheld the 
eaſy Glide of their Bodies, and the deli- 
cate Softneſs of their ww > which per- 

fectly accorded with the Modulation of 


When 
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When the Dance was ended, the fix | 
Virgins diſappeared, and reſigned their 
Places, to as many. others, who placed 
before us a Table covered with a fſur- 
priſing Variety of excellent Proviſions | 
among which, the Zichic and Cachucu, | 


. were not forgotten. But beſides theſe 


Dainties, which Mortals eſteem fo ex- 
quifite, there was a vaſt Number of o- 
thers, not inferior to. the former in the | 
Delicacy of their Flavour, and the great- | 
eſt Part of which, were entirely unknown | 
to me. Pacuncus ſerved me with everyKind, | 
and made me acquainted with their par- | 
ticular Names, whilſt I expreſſed my | 
Commendation of them by my Appe- | 
tite, rather than my Expreſſions, for my | 
Aſtoniſhment, at what I both beheld and 
heard, made me 8 * uttering a | 
Word. , 
When we had finiſhed our Repaſt, 
the ſix Virgins, who placed the Table 
before us, immediately carried it away, 
and the Moment they diſappeared, two 
other Ladies entered the Hall, with a 
little Table of Silver, that ſupported a | 
large Veſſel of Gold, and two Cups of | 
the ſame Metal; the Veſſel was filled 
with a red Liquor, of ſo admirable a 
Flavour, that I cried out the Inftant I 1 
taſted it; this oy” is the Drink of the 
| | SGSods ! 
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Gods! At the ſame Time, I caſt my 
Eyes on Pacuncus, and ſaw her ſmile at 
my Exclamation. This Liquor, faid ſhe, 
has at laſt reſtored you to your Speech; 
at which, I immediately grew ſenſible 
of my Incivility, and endeavoured to ex- 
cuſe the profound Silence I had indulg- 
ed till then. I am far from being of- 
fended, faid ſhe, with your Attention to 
the Feaſt with which I have entertained 
you; and am rather charmed with your 
Silence, which I eſteem a favourable Pre- 


Z ſage to my Love. I have obſerved with 


Pleaſure, that your Taſte and Judgment 
are excellent; and from thence concluded 
your Attachment to me, would be equal- 
ly ſincere and laſting. We aiterwards diſ- 
courſed together for ſome Time, and the 
Liquor contributed to enliven the Conver- 
OT ONT | 

When we had drank as much as was 
agreeable to our Inclinations, twelve 
beautiful Virgins entered the Hall 
dancing; each of them bad a Taper 
in her Hand. Immediately after their 
Arrival, they ſtopped, for a few Moments, 
and then entertained us with the moſt ſur- 
piriſing Dance I ever ſaw, which they 


did not diſcontinue till we roſe, in Order 


to retire. They then ranged themſelves 
in Pairs, and in that Order walked be- 
5 | fore 
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fore us to the Chamber where the nuptial | 
Bed was prepared. It was the fame A- 
partment: in which Pacuncus had inſtrutt- 
ed me, in the Rules I was to obſerve, in 
'Order to perpetuate my good Fortune. | 
The twelve Virgins placed their Tapers 8 
around the Bed, four on each Side, and 


four at* the Feet, after which, they re- 
tired, and left us to our Repoſe, _ 
All the Pleaſures, which till then, had 


concurred to tranſport my Senſes, vaniſh- 
ed that Moment from my Remembrance, 
and were ſucceeded by Delights abundant- 
ly more enchanting. My Attention was 


totally employed on that Divine Beauty, 
to whoſe Poſſeſſion I was ſo happily allotted. 
We repeated, in thoſe ſoft Moments, 
our Proteſtations of mutual Love; our 
Souls were diſſolved in Raptures inex- 


preſſible, and grew intoxicated with Joys 


too exquiſite for Imagination it ſelf 
to paint. Several Hours glided inſenſibly 
away in this Scene of Delight, before our 
Eyes were cloſed in Slumbers; but I 


was ſoon awaked by two gentle Kiſſes 
which Pacuncus imprinted on my Lips. 


She was all Sprightlineſs and Vivacity, and 
charmed me to ſuch a Degree by her en- 
gaging Diſpoſition, that I have Reaſon to 

belicve our Tranſports were mutual. 5 


The 


PZRUYVIAN TALES, 25 


cl Endearments, and we roſe to new Feaits, 
2 diverſified with Dances and harmonious 
Airs, where ſome amiable Novelty was 


in here! a 
ie, always intermixed. The ſucceeding Days 
ers were paſſed in the ſame Pleaſures ; but 


nd wie ſometimes quitted the Palace and re- 
tired to verdant Groves and cooling Grots, 
where innumerable Delights preſented them- 
ad ſelves to our View, in all imaginable Va- 
. Tlet y. | ; | | | | * | 

The Time at laſt arrived when Pacun- 


= . : : ; ® 
't- cus was to be ſeparated from me, to re- 
as viſit the World ; a fatal Period to my Re- 


y poſe! A Period, wherein my - Conſtancy - 
g, vas to experience the ſtrongeſt Proof. She 


ts I acquainted” me, that ſhe ſhould be abſent 
185 . * 5 | 
0 four Days, and, at the ſame Time, aſ- 
v} ſured me, ſhe parted from me with 


ys Regret: Believe me, ſaid ſhe, you are 
eit infinitely dearer to me, than any of thoſe 
ly who formerly eſpouſed me, and I tremble, 
leſt I ſhould be fated to lole you for 
1 ever. Were it in my Power to guard you 
from the Danger, to which you will 
DS. ſoon be abandoned, I would interpoſe with 
4 Joy; but I am neceſſitated to prove the 
Fidelity of the Husband to whom I am 
to devote my Heart, and it is on this 
Condition alone, that I am to expect a 
Child to inherit my Power. All I can 
_— x W 


The Day ſtole upon us amidſt our 
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promiſe you, is this; if you preſerve your 
Conſtancy to me untainted, during .theſe 
four Days of my Abſence, I will be ſa- 
tisfied with this ſingle Trial, and will take 
ſuch effectual Methods as ſhall ſecure you, 3 
for the future, from being liable to love 
any other Object, or inſpire any Perſon. but MWg. 
my ſelf, with a Paſſion for you: You ſhall you 
then be in a compleat Capacity to make our {elf 


7: Union perfect; our Inclinations ſhall be Wc, 


all harmonized by Unanimity, and no Ac- capa 


cident ſhall interrupt our Joys. 2285 A 
My lovely Queen, faid I, this Lan- Char 
guage is altogether unneceſſary, and even Cha 


injurious to my Virtue; for you ſeem to 
ſuſpect the Sincerity of my Love, ſince then 
you can poſſibly doubt my Fidelity. Ah! 
my deareſt Moracac, replied Pacuncus, I na] 

am perſuaded, you, at preſent have an un- Wh1«'< 
feigned Affection for me, but who can WW, H 
be reſponſible to me for your future Con- i \ 
duct. Thoſe Objects, which have made 
no Impreſſion upon you when 1 was pre- 
ſent, may rob me of your Heart, when Diſco 
I no longer behold you; and that Beau- 


ty, which to Day, you may view with Head: 
Indifference, may, To-morrew, prove a nme 
fatal Allurement. As to the reſt, you hat 
may believe me, when J aſſure you, that appy 
all the Regret and tender Fears, I have 
diſcovered, flow from no other Motive 
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than my fond Deſire to preſerve you from 
1e Danger. | 
a- 3 Reſt fatisfied in my Conduct, faid I, 
Ke Wand be perſuaded, you ſhall owe my in- 


violable Fidelity, not to any Apprehenſi- 

ons I have of Puniſhment, bur to my 
ut Wincere Inclinations to live happily with 
all you all my Days, and I even flatter my 
ur WHelf, chat when you return, you will 
be {condemn your Injuſtice, in ſuſpecting me 
c capable of the leaſt Ingratitude. 

After many mutual Proteſtations of un- 
changing Love, Pacuncus aſcended her 
Chariot, drawn by twelve Snow-white Par- 


to Wtridges, three and three in a Rank. We 
nce then gave each other the laſt Farewel, 
ch! Wand the Birds, accuſtomed to the Sig- 
„ I nal, ſprung into the Air with incredi- 
un- ple Swiftneſs, and drew the Chariot to ſuch 
can Wa Height, as made it ſoon diſappear from 
On- my View, 1 

ade I immediately, upon the Laica's Depar- 
Pre- ture, recollected every Particular of her 
hen Diſcourſe. I am very ſenſible, ſaid I, to 
eau- | ſelf, Pacuncus has no Power to 
with Head the Secrets of Hearts, for if ſhe had, 


Ihe would certainly have known with 


you hat Sincerity I love her, and indeed; the 
8 Hiappy Situation, wherein ſhe has placed 
ave 


e, makes it impoſſible for me to indulge 
a Paſſion for any Lady but her ſelf. 
C 2 ü Her. 


Iz reign through all the Apartments. I 
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Her Suſpicions, continued I, are unjuſt; | 
and, in Order to convince her they # 
were fo, her Attendants ſhall now regale 
me with the moſt delicious Banquets they | 
can prepare, and ſhall entertain my Eyes 
with all the amiable Allurements they | 
can diſcloſe: z beſides, added J, ſhould T | 
find my Heart ever fo little iatereſted in ale 
Favour of any particular Object, it will | 
be eaſy for me, by baniſhing that Object of 
from my Preſence, and calling up the for 
Idea of Pacuncus in my Soul, to preſerve rh 
my ſelf from all Poſſibility of Danger. Tin 

I made: theſe Reflections in the Court, the 
where J went to bid the Laica farewel, Inf 
and ſee her depart; and I was employed me. 
in the ſame Meditations, when TI entered her 
the Palace, but they all vaniſhed from my 4 
Mind, when I found a general Solitude 


_ wandered from Chamber to Chamber, | 
without difcovering one human Form; 

this, ſaid I, will never enable me to ex- 
ecute the Project I have been forming: 
Where are then the dangerous Enſnare- 
ments with. which I was threatned ? In 
vain did I raiſe my Voice to allure ſome 
of the young Virgins, with whoſe Names 
I was unacquainted : And when-I receiv- 
ed no Anſwer, Surely, ſaid I, Pacuncus 
FE i has 


— 
» 


ber in her Progreſs. 
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has commanded all her Ladies to attend. 


HOUR XXVII. 


As 1 could not prevail on my ſelf to 
believe ſhe had any Intention to leave me 
alone in the Palace, Certainly, - faid 
I, it is but reaſonable that the Husband 
of the Queen of the Laicas ſhould have 
ſome Share of her Power. Upon 


which, I reſolved to make the Expe- : 


riment, and accordingly ſtamped on 
the Earth with my Foot: At the fame 
Inſtant, an old Woman appeared before 
me, to know what Commands I had for 
her to execute, 5 . 

I was ſtartled at an Object fo very diſ- 
agreeable, and continued filent for ſome 
Moments; but after I had recovered my 
ſelf from my Surpriſe, I asked her if ſhe 
was the only Domeſtic the Laica had left 


to attend me? My Lord, faid ſhe, if, for 


your greater Security, you will pleaſe to 
content yourſelf with my Services, you ſhall 
be ſupplied with all you deſire, during the 
Abſence of my Miſtreſs; I have Orders to 
obey you, and am impowerd to give 
you Satisfaction in every- Particular. 

If that be the Caſe, anſwered I, cauſe 
ſome of the young Ladies, wko uſually: 
| Zo C 3 at- 
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tend in this Palace, to come here. Ah, 
my Lord! interrupted ſhe, what 1s this | 1 | 
you. deſire! Let me intreat you to en- 


tertain. no ſuch Thought, and may MT 


the Gods forbid that my Miniftration | 
- ſthould lead you to the Edge of a Pre- 
cipice, Our young Virgins, in the Ab- 
ſence of Pacuncus, entirely devote them- 
ſelves to Pleaſure, and are now giving a 
Looſe to all their Sprightlineſs and Gaie- 
ty. Should you therefore ſee them at | 
a Time like this, they would make ſuch 


Impreſſions on your Heart, as would be 
impoſſible for you to reſiſt. 


What I heard, did but the more ex- E | 


cite my Curiofity ; My good Mother, faid i 
I, you muſt certainly be 1gnorant. how | 


tenderly I love the Queen your Miſtreſs, 


otherwiſe you would never entertain thoſe '| 
Suſpicions: Let me therefore deſire you 
to comply with my Orders. My Lord, 
replied ſhe, I cannot poſſibly obey you 
in this Inſtance ; but if you are abſolutely 


determined to ſee my young Companions, 


you may, as you are Maſter of- this Pa- 


ace, command them your ſelf to appear 
before you; if you only ſtamp with your 
Foot, yeu will immediately ſee them 


fly to receive your Orders; but let me in- 
treat you, once more, to be apprehenſive, 


beſt thoſe charming hs ans ſhould infuſe a 


fatal 


forming in my Soul. 
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fatal Poiſon into your Soul, a ſingle Expreſ- 
ſion from the moſt inconſiderable among 
them, will be ſufficient to captivate your 


Heart; one artful Glance will dazzle all the 
Reaſons you can ſummon to your Aſſiſtance; 
and each ſoft and amiable Perfection you 
diſcover, will prove mortal to your Re- 
ſe. 14 
1 preſumed fo much on my Paſſion for 
Pacuncus, that I deſpiſed all the Counſels 
I received : Begon, ſaid I, to the old Wo- 
man, you certainly doat, and fancy you 


are talking to a Child; but fince I can 


have other Attendants, I command you 


to appear no more in my Preſence. 


1 had no ſooner uttered theſe Words, 
but I ſtamped with my Foot, and at the 
fame Inſtant two young Women, who 
relembled in their Air and Shape, thoſe 
who had formerly received me at the Pa- 


lace Gate, fucceeded in the Place of the 


old Woman, who had already diſappear- 
ed from my View : But this Appearance 
did not ſuffice for my Purpoſe, the unaf- 
tected Modeſty, which bluſhed in their 
Faces, was very improper to diſpel the 
Cares and; melancholy Muſings that were 
When they deſired 


to know my Commands, I told them, it 
was my Intention that all the Domeſticks, 
Pacuncus had left in the Palace, ſhould 


Paſs 


—— 
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paſs in Review before me, and that after | 


1 had ſeen them, they ſhould have Li- 


berty to retire, My Lord, replied they, 
we ſhall obey your Orders, tho? with much 
Reluctance; but permit us to acquaint - 


you, that you are forming a Reſolution i 


which may prove as fatal to you as it has 
been to many others. Let a prudent Fear, 
Sir, urge you to ſhun the Danger of be- 


ing ſeduced by the deluding Beauty of f 


our young Damſels. You will find their 
Converſation and Aſſiduites extremely en- 
gaging; but thoſe Pleaſures, which, in their 
fiſt Enjoyment, may have all the Sweets 


of Honey, will, in their Conſequence, 
prove as bitter to you as Gall. This Ad- 


vice was certainly very diſcreet, but I 
was offended at a Lecture of Morality ſo 
oppoſite to the Gratification J deſired. 
Be ſilent, ſaid I, and let me hear no more 
of your unſeaſonable Harrangues; I know 
how I ought to act, and have no Need 
of your Directions; be gone therefore, 
immediately, for I can diſpenſe with your 
Attendance. 1 1 
At this Command, the two young Wo- 
men diſappeared, without replying, and 
I again ſtamped on the Ground; upon 
which, two more Virgins, crowned with 
Flowers, came into my Chamber, and 
with a ſmiling Air, deſired to be W 
EY „ e 


ed with my Commands. 
X clination to ſee you, faid I, and you ſhall 
be my Companions till Supper. 
accepted the Invitation with Pleaſure, and, 
for my own Particular, I, as yet, had no 

Cauſe to repent of my Curioſity. They 
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J have an In- 


They 


were of a gay Diſpoſition, and agreeably 
amuſed me for ſome Hours; and tho? 
they frequently diverted me with lively 
Turns of Wit, I ftill found my felt in full 
Poſſeſſion of my Liberty. _ | 

When the Hour for Supper, at laſt 
came on, I ordered them to regale me 
with the moſt elegant Feaſt they could 
poſſibly contrive, and directed them to 
bring Ke me their faireſt Companions 3. 
I took Notice, by their Air, they were 
not at all diſſatisfied with that Command, 


and they aſſured me, they would endea- 


vour to procure me the Satisfaction I de- 
fired ; upon which they immediately with- 


drew, and a few Moments after, returned 
io conduct me into the Hall, where the 
Feaſt was to be ſerved up. ; EI RD 


I followed them with a very good Will, 
and when J came into the Hall, beheld 
three Parties of . young Ladies, who had 
formed themſelves into as many Chorus's : 
They all began a Concert, and acquit- 
ed themſelves with the utmoſt Per- 
tection. In the mean time ſeveral young 
„ 5 
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 DPamſels placed before me, a Table 1 
covered with a plentiful Variety of ex- ¶ no 
cellent Proviſions; but, as I began to be tiv 
much accuſtomed to Dainties, they were ed 
the leaſt of my Satisfactions: The Objects ee 


J had before me, attracted all my Atten- ¶ tio 
tion, and it was impoſſible for me to de- jon 
termine whether the Voices, the Inſtru- ren 
ments,or the various Graces, of the amiable att 
Perſons who; ſtood before me, were moſt = 
worthy of Admiration. | | 
I ſurveyed all thoſe Wonders with a ſe- | f 
cret Tranſport, when, on a ſudden, I be- get 
held the moſt lovely Object Nature her 
erhaps ever formed; it was a young ble 
Lady about fixteen Years of Age, exqui- wh 
ficely ſhaped,. and her Skin whiter than the par 
pureſt Snow. Her radiant: Eyes ſparkled ic 
like Stars, her Complexion glowed with her 
a roſy Bloom, and Love's ſofteſt Smiles | | my 
play'd on the Vermillion of her Lips; her WF 1 
_ Eye-Brows were delicately arched like two lute 
1 and her Head was ſhaded with con 
a Flow of jetty Hair that waved in Ring- De 
lets to her flender Waſte : In a Word, the W rat 
whole Aiemblage of her Charms was im-W the 
proved by that Air of Sprighitlineſs and FP 
Vivacity, which ſteals ſo irreſiſtably to the Bot 
Soar: as! 
This amiable Creature continued ſome din; 


Moments with a graceful Compoſure 0 
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XZ the Middle of the Hall, and then began 
a Dance which perfectly aſtoniſhed me; 
nothing could equal the Lightneſs and Ac- 
IF tivity of her Steps, which hardly appear- 
ed to touch the Pavement : She even 
ſeemed to ſwim in the Air, and every Mo- 
tion was perfectly inchanting. I was no 
longer at a Loſs where to fix my Prefe- 
rence, for my whole Attention was now 
attracted by this charming Perſon. 
MWhen ſhe had finiſhed the Dance, I 
gave her a Signal to approach me, and ſhe 


_ immediately complied : We diſcourſed to- 
0 gether a conſiderable Time, and I thought 


her Converſation more engaging, if poſſi- 
ung ble, than her Dancing; ' ſhe entertained me 


4 with a thouſand Pleaſantries, and accom- 
; A panied them, from Time to Time, with 
ew ſuch alluring Smiles and Glances, as made 


her Language fink like a ſoft Dew into 
111es my Soul. . one: | 

1 y Soul. 

= From-that Moment, ſhe became abſo- 
& lute Miſtreſs of my Heart, and I was 
uiß conquered without being conſcious of my 
ins! Defeat. I miſtook that for meer Admit- 
eig ration, which, in Reality, proceeded from 
"8 the Poiſon of Love. The Compliments I 
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had the ſame Sentiments of the Careſſes 


ſhe would have received from me, had I 


not been reſtrained by the Preſence of her 
Companions, rather than any Remem- 


brance of Pacuncus. In a Word, I ima- 
gined, when I took my Leave of her, 
that I might fafely deſire a private Inter- 
view with her the next Day. 


Quita, for that was the Name of the ? 
lovely Dancer, complied with ' my Re- | 


+ ns without the leaſt Repugnance. My 
ord, faid ſhe, I am commanded to ren- 
der you an abſolute Obedience; and ſince 
you have made me acquainted with your 


- Intentions, I muſt inform you, that it 


will be my Turn To- morrow to guard 
the firſt Grotto, on the Right Hand, as 
you enter the Wood; I am to paſs the 


whole Pay there, and ſhall have an Op- 


portunity of entertaining you without any 


Interruption : For my Part, I accepted of 


her Propoſal, and then retired to my Cham- 
ber: | 

When 1 was hid in my Bed, I re- 
flected, with ſome Uneaſineſs, on what 
had paſſed between Quita and rin ſelt, and 


began with condemning the Imbecilicy of 


Mind I had diſcovered, nor did 1 fail ta 
reproach my ſelf with the Infidelity - of 
my Proceeding : What, faid I, will Pa- 


CUNCUS By, ſhould ſhe ever know I an 


One 


one of her Ladies more amiable than her- 
ſelf? But in a few Moments I began to 
conſider this Affair in a different Light, 
and could not perſuade my ſelf I had, as 


yet, been guilty of any Perjury ; I have 
received no Orders, ſaid I, not to fee and 
admire, nor have I, in any Circumſtance, 


exceeded the Limits of my Duty. To 


ſuch Artifices does an unlawfu} Paſſion 
reſort for its Juſtification, and the Con- 


duct, which a Moment before I had con- 


demned criminal, now paſled, 
Opinion, for Virtue it ſelt. 
Theſe Meditations, fo contradictory i in 
themſelves, were my Entertainment a con- 
ſiderable Part of the Night; but the next 
Morning, I abandoned my ſelf to the De- 


0. 


= fires that miſled me from my Reaſon. 


The Moment I roſe from my Bed, I 
went to the appointed Grotto, where 1 


found Quita waiting with Impatience for 


my Arrival; for if ſhe had inſpired me 


With . I had affected her with the 


ſame Impreſſions. I now became perfect- 
ly enchanted with her Beauty, and no one 
of her Sex had, till then, fired my Heart 
with Deſires ſo violent; No, ſaid I, I ne- 
ver adored the Siſter of the Magician 


Mullia, with fo much Ardour: My Paſ- 


ſion for the fair Caſana, never tranſported 
* to this Degree 3 nay, Pacuncus herſelf 
| never 
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never touched my Soul with half the Tens | 
—_— I now experience. 


HOUR XXIX. 


At theſe Words, I grew ſenſible my 
Overthrow was compleated : I bluſhed as 
my Indiſcretion, and intended to retire 3 
but how vain is every Reflection, when 
one has once proceeded to ſuch an Extreme 
as mine] Even that Flight, which I thought | 
to have Recourfe to, for my Expedi- | 
ent, would have availed me nothing, and. 
in all Probability, I ſhould not have ; 
fled very far: But Quita prevented me 
from making the Experiment. Where 
would you go! ſaid ſhe, with ſtream- 
ing Eyes: Can you abandon me fo inhu- 
manly, after you have kindled ſuch iu 
Portable Flames in my Soul ! 
No Temptation can be ſo ſeducing as 
the Tears of Virgin Beauty; and yet I 
had Fortitude enough to oppoſe my ſelf for 
ſome Moments againſt their fatal Preva- 
lence: O 2uita! ſaid I, thou dangerous 
fair One, why doſt thou detain -me ! 
MWouldſt thou enſnare me into Perjury, 
and tempt me to violate the Vows I have 
plighted to thy Miſtreſs !! What will be- 
come of me, ſhould any of thy. Compa- 
nions card - our Diſpoſition to each 
_ other, 
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s bother, and reſolve to make them publick ? 


And who can be ſure that Pacuncus, as di- 
ſtant as ſhe may now be from us, is not 
acquamted with every Tranſaction in this 
Place ? | 
No, replied Quita, you have not any 
Thing to fear in this ſequeſter'd Solitude, 
which ſecludes you from the Eye of every 


. Mortal: Theſe Grotto's, in the Abſence 
of the Laica, are only reſorted to by 


thoſe who are intruſted to guard them, 


and Pacuncus muſt have piercing Eyes, 


indeed, if they can penetrate into this 
Receſs ; but were it even poffible for her 
to know what paſſes in this Palace, ſhe 
can never be conſcious of our ſoft Enjoy- 
ments here. | 
Theſe Reaſons; enforced by my Paſſion, 
entirely triumphed over all my Scruples; 
I caught: the fatal Qita in my Arms, 
and we were on the Point of taſting theGra- 
tifications of our inordinate Deſires, when 
was ſuddenly ſeized by four old Wo- 
men, each of whom held a large two edg- 
ed Knife in her Hand: They were the 
very Perſons who had formerly ſeized meat 
the Fountain, and they now led me back 
to the Hall, where our Collations were 
always ſerved up. They ordered me to 
take Notice of the ſixty-nine Paws that 
Nojected from the Wall; Theſe, ſaid they, 
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are the Right Hands of the perfidious | 


Husbands of Pacuncus, and your own 


muſt now increaſe the Number, fince you 4 


have acted with the ſame Infidelity as they. 
In vain had I Recourſe to Supplications, 
they were deaf to all I could alledge. 
One of them ſtretched out my Arm, and 
another of her Companions. cut it off at a 


ſingle Stroke. The exceſſive Pain I re- 


ceived from this' Operation, made me faint 
away, and I became inſenſible of every 


Thing that paſſed in the Hall; bur 
when I recovered my Senſes, I found 


myſelf, with my Weapons and Habit, 


laid by the Fountain, and in the fame ' 


Place where I had formerly been bound 
ay oo. ĩͤ V 
Thus was I deprived of my Arm, and 


ſhamefully expelled a Palace, where I 


might have lived in perfect Happineſs, 
could I have moderated my Deſires. 


In a Word, I now beheld my ſelf the 
Sport of Fortune, who purſues with un- 
tated Cruelty, a Family that merited a 


better Fate, and I determined to return 
at laſt to my own Country: But to com- 


pleat my Misfortunes, when I awaked this 


Morning, I perceived I wanted the Leg 
which had been reſtored me by the Ma- 
gician Rullaac : J concluded, by this Ac- 
cident, that my Benefactor was dead, li = 

E the 
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ous che Enchantment was at an End. Prince 
0 : pf the Giants, added Moracac, I trailed 


ou y Body along, in the beſt Manner I was 
S7. üble, and was endeavouring to return to 
ns, izmy Father, when you compelled me to 
ge. be ſeated at your Side in this Place. | 


The Giant made no Reply to this Diſ- 
a courſe, and Prince Houac, had taken No- 
re- tice for ſome Time, that the Z7chbic be- 
nt gan to operate as he expected. He ob- 
ry lerved, with Pleaſure, that the Monſter's 
ut Eyes began to cloſe, notwithſtanding. all 


xd his Endeavours to keep them open, and 
t, Wat laſt, he yielded to a profound Sleep; 
e n a Word, when the ſecond Traveller 


4 had concluded his Hiſtory, the Senſes of 
the Giant were ſo locked up in Slumber, 


1 that he. ſunk down on his Side, without 
I BZ awaking. . 

A 

5 | N. 5 * No 
RIDE IDIOT EDA EDI 


E tinuation of the Fliſtory of We | 


OUAC.' 


f-chindeGrod Spettacks, the Wo. 
animated by his Intrepedity, ſtarted 
up with his Drawn Sabre in his Hand; he 


3 ney, prog upon the Giant, and, with wo” 


1 
1 


with new Fortiude; 
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his Might, aimed a Blow at his Heart; 3 

but the Skin of this huge Barbarian was 
of a Texture ſo hard and impliant, that 
it could not be penetrated by the Sabre. 


The Prince, at this, was obliged to have 
Recourſe to his Dagger, which being 


ſtronger, and better pointed, would more 


eaſily force it ſelf an Opening, and the 


Prince ſoon plunged it up to the Hite, I 
and twiſting it about in the Wound, en- 
larged it conſiderably. The Blood guſh- 3 


LF . 
353 


ed out in a copious Stream, that ſpouted 9 


to a great Diſtance. 
The Giant, upon receiving his Death 


95 


Hills tremble: He endeavoured to rai 


nic Fear. As for the Prince, he was 
then ſenſible that the Gods inſpired him 


Blows, and at laſt buried his Dagger in 
the Giant's Heart : Down ſunk the enor- 


mous Maſs, and lay motionleſs on the 


Earth; after which, the four Men, who 


ing 


0 


he redoubled his 


r with ſo much Precipitation, P N 


"2 


| 
Wound, ſeemed to recover a little from 
his ſtupifyi ing Slumber, and with a dread- 
ful Bellow, made all the 3 2 
@ 7M 


| himfelt from the Ground, that he might 
be avenged on his Enemy, whilſt the 
two Travellers, as well as the Bearers of | 
the Litter, ſhuddered at the Struggles of 
that monſtrous Body, and fled in a pan- 


| oned a univerſal Toy. 
Arrival, was met by an innumerable Mul- 


alted his Glory to the Skies. 


| — themlelves with Cora, and other 
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ing the Giant dead, 
N eratulate the Prince on his Victory. 


The Court was ſoon informed of their 
Enemy's Death, and the 'Tydings occaſi- 


43 


returned to con- 


The Prince, at his 


titude of both Sexes, who conducted him 


in a triumpbant Manner to the Palace, a- 


midſt a thouſand Acclamations that ex- 
The Queen 
thought the victorious Prince the moſt a- 
miable Perſon ſhe had ever beheld. I a- 
dore the Gods, ſaid ſhe, embracing him, 


. for enabling you to ſucceed in ſuch a 
dangerous Enterpriſe; and ſince there is 


now no Impediment to your Happineſs, 


let our Nuptial Union be this Day com- 


pleated in the Temple. 
The Ceremonials of the Marriage v were 
appointed to be celebrated at the Hour 


of Sun-ſet, and a Proclamation was made 


to that Effect in the great Square. All 


the People were warmed with an Emula- 


tion to contribute to the Joys of that Fe- 
ſtival, and every Family ſacrificed ſome 
Animal to the Gods. Fhey mingled the 
Blood of the Victims with. the fine Meal 
of the foodful Maize, which furniſhed 
them with an excellent Repaſt, on which 
they feaſted even to Satiety : They then 
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Liquors, capable of giving a lively Flow 

Theſe deli- 

cious Draughts inſpired them with a pleaſ- 

ing Enthuftaſm, and People of all Ranks | 

danced to the Sound of Inftruments, and | 
. Chanted ' melodious Airs, ſuitable to the 
Solemnity of the Day. epvꝓ 


to the moſt languid Spirits, 


Towards the Evening, the Prince and 
Queen came out of the Palace, attended 


| by her Kindred Grandees of both Sexes. | 
the Side of 


The Bridegroom walked by 
his Royal Bride, and they were joined 


together by a Scarf 'of Vermilion Wool 


folded over them, to intimate the gentle 
Union that was to ſubſiſt between mow 
for the future. 


When they had deſcended into the 


great Square, they were ſurrounded with 


an infinite Crowd of People, who teſtifi- 


ed their Joy by the loudeſt Acclamations, 


and marched to the Temple where the 
nuptial Ceremonies. were to be celebra- 
ted: But, in the Midſt of the Proceſſion, 
the whole Aſſembly beheld the Sky black- 


en on a ſudden; a thick and lowring 
Crowd hid the Sun from their View, ſo 
that the Day-li 
guiſhable. 
upon this unexpected Change in the 
n as ſome An! Prodig gy, and 


ght was. almoſt indiſtin- 
The feartul People looked 


would 


%Y 


* - 
* 
3 
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would have cried out, had they not been 
ſtruck dumb with Conſternation. 


In the mean Time, the Cloud began 
to unfold, and in a few Moments pre- 


ſented to the View of the Queen and 
Prince, the Form of a Man, or rather 
a Monſter of a new and peculiar Species; 
A Pair of Wings were expanded from his 
Shoulders, and tho' the Height of his 
Stature did not exceed two Cubits, he was 
ſo thick, that four Men could not claſp 
him round ; his Legs were not above four 
Fingers long, but his Arms ſtretched out 
to an enormous Extent: His Head was 
almoſt-as large as his Body, and the Li- 
neaments of - his Face had ſuch a fierce 


and gloomy Caſt, as was very dreadful] to 


behold : Stay, preſumptuous Wiretches, 
ſaid he, with his Eyes glaring on the 
ueen and Prince, never imagine you 
ſhall offend me with Impunity ! Alas! 
laid the Queen, we never knew you, how 
then can we poſſibly have offended you? 


The Monſter, inſtead of vouchſafing any 


Reply, caught the Queen ahd her Bride- _ 
groom in his Arms, and immediately 


ſprung aloft into the Air, bearing the two 
Lovers, ſwift as the Wind, over huge 
Ranges of Mountains, and Part of the 
immenſe Ocean, which rolls between that 


Continent and the Iſle of Ui. 
5 . U R 
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When this N Creature had hurried 4 f 
the beauteous Pair over half that vaſt Ex- 
tent of Water, Wretch! faid he to the 
Prince, I muſt now puniſh thee with |. 
Death, for killing my Brother; How 

could thy Brother die by my Hand, re-. 

lied the Prince, ſince I knew him 3 3 5 
nor ever beheld thee till this Evening? 
Art not thou the Criminal, interrupted the 
Monſter, who this Day aſfaſſinatedd the 
Giant fifty Cubits high ? I am not 
the Aſſaſſin thou calleſt me, replied the 
Prince, but have juſtly deſtroyed an enor- 
mous Barbarian, who depopulated the 
Province of Hatun Rucana, and had 
then devoured a vaſt Number of its Inha- 
bitants ; I have therefore only delivered that 
Country from a general Plague. Thou 
art not the leſs a Murderer of my Bro- 
ther, for that ſpecious Pretence, ſaid the 
formidable Dwarf, and it is but juſt that 
he who ſheds the Blood of another ſhould 
die himſelf. ; 

The Queen interpoſed, at that Ex ef. 
fion : —— as = a art! ſaid ſhe, [dt | 
acknowledgeſt thy Brother met with a juſt N 
Fate, ſince he had barbarouſly ſlam and 1 
devoured a great Number of my Subjects; : 

ſuch 
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ach unrelenting Cruelty merits Death; 

put the Prince's Action deſerves the Ap- 
| lauſe ef all who love Juſtice, and, if 
Hou art not a Stranger to that Virtue, 


hou wilt convey us back to the Place 


No, replied the Monſter, my Honour 


q Wummons me aloud to avenge my Bro- 
Fher's Murder. If that be your Reſolu- 
0 ion, faid the Queen, let Death be my 
ot, ſince I have an equal Share of the 


Fuiſt., The Prince was induced to kill 
your Brother, by my Sollicitations, and 


o fave my People from Deſtruction ; but 


ow, continued ſhe, could a Giant of ſo 
prodigious a Stature be your Brother, 


Wince you are not above two Cubits high? 


e were Brothers only by the ſame Fa- 


ther, replied the dreadful Figure, who, at 
thoſe Words, unwound the Scarf that fold- 


ed round the Queen and Prince, and pre- 


cipitated the unhappy Youth, into the 


wild and watry Abyis. Ah Barbarian! 
cried the Queen, all in Tears, let me 
die with my beloved Prince; I ſhall think 
my felf infinitely happier to end my Days 
with him, than to live any longer, now L 
have loſt him for ever. | 

Mapantac, for that was the Monſter's 


Name, had very different Intentions ; for 


the Youth and Beauty of the Queen had in- 
fame 
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flamed his Soul, and he fancied he ſhould 


ſucceed to his Wiſh, if he could but pe 


make himſelf agreeable to her by his Aſſi- 
duities ; for tho* he was abſolutely the moſt 
hideous of all Creatures, he ſtill flattered} 
himſelf, the Princeſs would, in Time, be 
favourable to his Paſſion : He was the 
Soveraign of the Iſle of Ux:, and this Dig- 
nity infatuated its Poſſeſſors to ſuch a De- 
gree, as made them inſenſible of their De- 
fects, and it frequently dazzled the Eyes, 
even ef thoſe who were in their Preſence. | 
This Conſideration determined him to be 
ſilent at the Queen's Imprecations, for 
fear of increaſing her Affliction; he there- 
fore continued his Flight to the Iſle of Lxi, 
and then deſcended on his Territories. | 
When he arrived at his Palace, he con- 
ducted the Queen of Hatiun Rucana, into 
one of the moſt ſplendid Apartments, and 
aſſigned her ſeveral Ladies for her At- 
tendants. Madam, ſaid he, as he was 
preparing to retire, I hope you will ſoon 
forget the little Violence I have commit- 
ted on your Inclinations, and compoſe 
your Mind to the Tranquility I wiſh to ſee 
you enjoy. You ſhall not only poſſeſs 
what ever you can deſire in this Place, but 
ſhall even find your utmoſt Wiſhes exceed- 
ed, by the Sedulity of all about you. 
Conſider your ſelf from this Moment, as 
5 n „ 


PERUVIAN TALES, 49 


the Queen of theſe Dominions, and reſt 
Wperſuaded you have loſt nothing, by this 
Peparation from your Throne. The Ifle _ 
of Ui, is, at leaſt, an Equivalent for the 
Province ofHatiun Rucana,and J ſhall now 
leave you, for ſome Days, to recover yourſelf 
rom the Apprehenſions you have ſuffered. 


Whilſt 27apantac expreſſed himſelf in 
his Language, the Queen intirely reſign- 


Wed herſelf to Tears and Lamentations, 
and gave no Attention to his Diſcourſe : 
but when he retired from her Preſence, 


nhappy Queen ! cried ſhe, with an in- 
onſolable Flow of Grief, is this the de- 


lightful Lot, to which thou wer't deſti- 
ned by the Promiſe of Oracles ! But ah, 
my Prince, infinitely more unfortunate 


han my ſelf! Wer't thou permitted to 
e-viſit me, for no other Reaſon than to 
preſent me with the ſad Spectacle of thy 


Death! And did I love thee with ſuch 
a tender Purity, only to loſe thee for 
ever! Was an untimely Death, in the 
midſt. of the whelming Waters, reſerved 
for thee as the Reward of thy undaunted 


Mind, and the fatal Fruit of our mutu- 


al Love! Nature only adorned thee with 


ſo many amiable Qualities, to preſent 
thee to my View like a lucid Gleam of 


in a Moment 


Vor. II. Roe One 


Lightening, which dazzles and diſappears 
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One of the Ladies, whom the Prince 
of the Iſle of Usi had appointed to attend 
the Queen, was deſirous to offer her ſome} 
Conſolation, My beauteous Soveraign, 
faid ſhe, if I, by ſympathiſing in your 
Sorrow, could aſſuage its Violence, I. 
would then aſſure you, I am as much af-# 
fected with your Misfortunes as your ſelf ; 
J cannot behold the Grief that over- 
whelms you, without a fincere Anguiſh} 
at ſuch a Sight, and a ſtrong Curioſity} 
to be acquainted with the Cauſe. Vouch- 
ſafe then to let me know the Hiſtory} 
of your fad Adventures, and perhaps the vag, 
Relation may inſpire me with the Means vu 
of contributing to your Repoſe, at leaſt, 7 00 
it will confirm me in my Reſolution toi the 
render you all the good Offices I can poſſi - ¶ But 
bly accompliſh. „% ðͤ THR 
The unhappieſt among Mortals have his 
ſome Satisfaction to meet with any who for 
appear intereſted in their Affliction, and i tnoſe 
the Relation of their Misfortunes gene- Hat 5 
rally ſoftens their Anxiety. The Queen Ne 
having tendered her Acknowledgements you. 
to the Lady, for her obliging Compaſſi- ¶ never 
on, acquainted her with the Particulars ¶ me: 
of her Life, in a Manner ſo mov- Prince 
ing, that Puynnuy, for that was the La- conſe- 
dy's Name; was exceedingly touched with termii 
what ſhe heard: Amiable Princeſs, 3 3s: 
| | Cs 
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ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe knew the Cauſe of 
W che 
appear remedileſs, it is the moſt pru- 
dent Courſe to ſubmit to a Fate we find 
inevitable, and we ought to ſeek, from a 


Queen's Diſtreſs, when Misfortunes 


generous Conſtancy of Mind, thoſe Re- 


liefs, which may preſerve us from ſinking 
under the Severity of Deſpair : You ſhould 
now be the leſs afflicted at your Calami- 
ties, becauſe you will here regain all you 
have loſt, and the Throne of the Ifle of 


Uxi, which you are intreated to aſcend, 
will make you ample Amends for that of 
Hattun Rucana, Perhaps, added ſhe, 
you diſcover much Difference between the 
Form of the Prince you now bewail, and 
the Perſon of Mapantac, my Soveraign : 
But the unlimited Power of the Prinee of 
Ux:, joined with the ſhining Qualities - of 
his Mind, and his reſpectful Paſſion 
for you, may render you inſenſible of 
thoſe outward Defects, which diſſatisfy you 
at preſent. „„ | 
No, replied the Queen, I can aſſure 
you, the Prince of the Iſle of Uri, will 
never obtain any favourable Regard from 
me; I have already devoted my Heart to 


Prince Houac, and all my Tenderneſs is 


conſecrated to his Memory. I am de- 
termined to waſte my ſmall Remains of 
Life in bewailing my irreparable Loſs of 

| 1” that 
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that beloved Youth, and ſhall never be- 
hold the Author of his Death, without 
the greateſt Horror: Ah ! Madam, ſaid 
the Lady, I hope Time will effect a 
Change in your Inclinations. That is an 
Event you will never behold, replied the | 
Queen, with an Air of Diſſatisfaction, 
and tho* Ylapantac had the moſt perfect 
Form that ever graced a Mortal, he ne- 
ver- could appear amiable to me: The 
Tenderneſs of an infamous Murderer, and 
the Sighs of a deteſted Raviſher, will on- 


ly increaſe my Averſion to him. 


The Prince of the Iſle of Uri was 
far from being aſtoniſhed, . when he heard 
how little the Queen was diſpoſed to fa- 


vour his Paſſion ; ſhe loved Prince Houac, 


ſaid he, and we muſt grant her a decent | 


Time to deplore his Death; his Idea, by 
Degrees, will fade in her Remembrance, 


and the Sight of me will become ſo ha- 
bitual to her, that, when ſhe at laſt per- 
ceives, all her Happineſs muſt depend on | 


ſuitable Returns to my Tenderneſs, ſhe will 
yield inſenſibly to that Conſideration, and 
willingly diſpoſe herſelf to gratify my ut- 
molt Deſires. | „ 

As the Prince flattered himſelf with ſuch 


Hopes as theſe, he very ſeldom viſited the 


geen, for a conſiderable . Time; and 
initead of entertaining her with his Paſ- 
| 9 : ſion, 
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be. ſion, made it his ſole Endeavour to caſe her 
= of her Affliction, = PETR 
When he had at laſt devoted ſeveral 
Days to this Moderation, he began, by 
his Looks and aſſiduous Behaviour, to 
„make her ſenſible of the real Sentiments 
of his Heart; and tho' the Queen return- 
cd him no Language but Sighs and Tears, 
he could not reſolve to diſcontinue his Ad- 
dreſſes. | 

He had now acquieſced in this Situati- 
on, for the Space of two Moons, ' when, 
one Day, being alone with the Princeſs, 
he reſolved to hazard an open Declaration 


11 of his Heart. With this View, he had 
fa. Recourle to the moſt reſpectful Language 
n he could utter, to make her ſenfihle of 
he the Paffion ſhe had kindled in his Soul; 


5 he conjured her to pardon the Offence 
) WW the had received from him, and intreated 
ha. her to delay his Happineſs no longer. 
The Princeſs, inſtead of diſcloſing any 


= Conformity to his Deſires, was exaſpera- 
will ted to a Degree of Fury; Wretch! ſaid 
4 ſhe, haſt thou then forgot thy barbarous 
4 Treatment of Prince Houac ! Thou wer't 


not contented to ſeperate me from my 
. deareſt Object, but didſt inhumanly plunge 
80 him into the Sea before my Eyes; that 
ſad Spectacle will be ever preſent to my 
Imagination, and therefore ceaſe to flatter 
Paſ. | 
. Ge 
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thy- felf I ſhall ever intereſt =y Furt 


in thy hateful Paſſion. 


This Reply was ſufficient to convince | 
the Soveraign of the Ifle of Uxi, that 


the Queen's Affliction, inſtead of being 


diminiſhed by Time, would daily grow | 
This he interpreted | 


more inconſolable. 
into an ominous Preſage of his Unhappi- 
nels. 
not made any Progreſs in that implacable 
Heart, and J ever 


odious in her Eyes; but I ſhall find 


Means, continued he, to avenge my ſelf 
tor the Contempt with which ſhe —— 
me; her Perſon is in my Power, and [| 


will ſeize by Violence, the Felicity I could 
not obtain dy Tenderneſs AG Aſſidui- 
ties. 

HOUR XXXI. 


When he had formed this Reſolve, his 


next Care was to put it in Execution; for 


ſome Days however, he diſguiſed his cri- 


mina! Deſign, in very reſpectful Expreſſi- 
ons, and conjured the 
favourable to the Ardours with which her 
Charms had inſpired him; but that Prin- 
ceſs, having aſſured him, that he flatter- 
ed himſelf with falſe Expectations, diſco- 
vered uch Enatinns in his Eyes, as ex- 

e 


As yet, ſaid he to himſelf, I have | 


Day become more | 


ueen anew, to be 


eart | 
Ito renew his Importunities with a greater 
- Impatience, Wretched Creature, ſaid ſhe 
that 


eing 


able 
jore 
find 


ſelf 
eats 
I 
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eedingly alarmed her; but as he began 


with an Aſpect of Severity, your Eyes 


and Behaviour ſufficiently acquaint me 
eted | 
Pi- 


ld ve 


with your baſe Intentions; compleat 
then, the Number of your Crimes, and 


add Brutality to your inhuman Proceed- 
ing, that you may, at laſt, provoke the 


Gods, by the grea eſt of all Offences, to 


launch their Thunder at your Head. 


Theſe Reproaches, and the reſolute A ir 
with which they were accompanied, made 
ſome Impreſſion on the Mind of NMlapan- 
zac. I did not apprehend, Madam, re- 
plied he, that I could be chargeable with 
any Outrage, when I only diſcloſed to 
you the Flames which conſume my Soul, 
and you treat my Paſſion with In juſtice, 
when you ſuſpect me capable of invading 
your Honour; for I ſwear by the great 
Rimac, I will never offer you the leaſt 
Violence, though I ſhould even find it 
impoſſible to gain you by any other Me- 
thod : Your Inſenſibility may indeed af- 
flict and drive me at laſt to Deſparation, 


but it ſhall never ſuggeſt to me the leaſt 
Intention to triumph over your obſtinate 


CRney, - --:-::-; 
Every Oath, in the Name of the great 

Rimac, was always accounted. inviolable, 
; D 4 . and 
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and paſſed for the moſt tremendous Adjura- 
tion that could poſſibly be taken by Mor- 
tals ; 
ed Wretches conformed to it with an in- 
diſpenſible Reverence; and the Queen 
was now ſufficiently convinced that Zlla- 
pantac would not force her, for the future, 
to yield him the Satisfaction ſhe had re- 
fuſed. As ſhe therefore was entirely re- 
animated by this Oath, Prince, ſaid ſhe, 
ſince I need not be apprehenſive of any 
Violence from you, let me intreat you, 
for your Repoſe, to ſee me no more; my 
Oppoſi tion to your Deſires, will eternal- 
ly torment you, and, as to my Particular, 
your Preſence will only add to my Af, 
fliction: Permit me, therefore, to retire to 
ſome Cavern, where I may wait with Im- 
patience for Death, which alone can bring 
my Sorrows to their final Period; the 
Sight of Mankind is become my Aver- 
fion, and the Day-light it ſelf grows in- 
ſupportable to me; ſuffer me therefore 
to ſeclude my ſelf from both: This is 
the only Expedient that can be uſeful 
to me, and, as it will preſerve me from 


many Pangs, ſo it will ſecure. you againſt 


the Apprehenſions of a Perjury that might 

be fatal to you in Time. | 
Nlapantac was ſtruck with the utmoſt 
Confuſion at this Language, and retired 


O 


the moſt profligate and abandon- 


the Queen, the only 


Ga» * 
= * * 
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to his own Apartment without the leaſt 


Reply. He then grew ſenſible of the Se- 
verity of his Fate, and abandoned himſelf 


to numberleſs Inquietudes; Is this, ſaid 


he, all the Complacency I am to expect 
from my Paſſion, and did J really hear 
the Expreſſions which wound my Soul 
with ſo much Cruelty ? Is my Conſent 
then, to ſeperate my ſelf for ever from 
Satisfaction I can 
afford her? Wretch that I am ! continu- 
ed he, why did I, with ſo little Heſita- 
tion, take that dreadful Oath, not to con- 
ſtrain her Inclinations, ſince I have there- 
by deprived my ſelf of the only Means 
left me, to make that imperious Beaucy 
tractable ! But, ſince I am no longer al- 
lowed to uſe my own Prerogative, or 
make it evident I am abſolute Ma- 


ſter in this Place, I will comply with the 


Importunity of the Princeſs, and let her 
live ſequeſtered in a Grotto, where 
the ſhall have ſufficient Leiſure to. breath 
her Sorrows in the Solitude around her; 
and, as Sighs and Tears are not eligible 
for ever, ſhe may one Day conſent to ſuf- 


fer my Preſence, and liſten to the Lan- 


guage of my Love. 3 
Mapantac returned, full of theſe Thoughts, 
to the 3 Madam, ſaid he as he ap- 
proached Wr the happy Po.]. 
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er to ſoften your Averſion to me, I will 


convince you, at leaſt, that I am not 
Maſter of an unrelenting Heart: Tho' 1 "oY 
am the Object of your Contempt, I am dr. 
tenderly affected with, your Sorrows; 11 | 
cannot ſee you ſhed thoſe Tears, and bl 
| waſte your blooming Youth in Deſpair, dit 
as often as J preſent my ſelf before you; Bu 
and ſince my Prefence is odious to you, nn 
I ſhall comply with your Deſires, and Pr 
conduct you to a Grotto, at the Extre- tet 
mity of this Iſle, where you ſhall be ac- 2 
commodated with every neceſſary Enjoy- due 
—__ 715 N we 
At theſe Words, he put himfelf in Mo- m 
- tion, and the Queen followed him to the Re 


Place he had appointed for her Habitati- 
on. The Entrance into the Grotto was yo 
cloſed up with a Stone off fo prodigious a 
Size, that the Strength of a thouſand Men 11. 
would not have removed it. Yilapantac IM m. 
ſtruck the Stone with a Wand he held in wh 
his Hand, and the folid Maſs immediate- |M 
ly ſtarted from the Cavity, and opened a no! 
free Paſſage. The Prince and Queen 700 
then entered the Grotto, and proceeded * 
through a ſtrait Gallery, to a vaſt ſub- 
terranean Apartment, illuminated by a 
Number of Lamps, whoſe Oil was never ſor 
exhauſted, and which diffuſed a Luſtre e- . 
qual to the brighteſt Day. You are now, Di 
| | | Madam, | 
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4 Madam, ſaid 7lapantac, in the melancholy 


Manſion to which you was ſo deſirous to 
retire; You had an Inclination to with- 
draw yourſelf from the View of Men ; 


I have ſhewn my ſelf perfectly conforma- 
ble to your Wiſhes, and no Mortal ſhall 


diſcompoſe you with his Preſence here : 
But, as I am ſenſible to what Mortificati- 


ons a young Lady, ſecluded in a lonely 


Priſon, may be expoſed, I ſhall ſometimes 
return, though with no other Intention, than 


to know your Sentiments of ſuch a Soli- _ 


tude, and whether you will not chooſe ra- 


ther to reſide in my Palace, and conſent to 


make me happy in your Nuptials. 


My Lord, faid the Queen, let not the 


Reply I am now to make, inflame 
your Diſpleaſure againſt me; Tis my 
Determination to waſte the Remainder of 
my Days in Sorrow: Here will I devote 


my ſad Imagination, to the dear Prince 


whom I have ſo unfortunately loſt, and 
ſhould the Condition of Life, to which I 


now reſign my ſelf, appear unnatural to 


you, reſt perſuaded, however, that I will 
arm my Soul with Perſeverance, as being 
aſſured that the Calamities, to which I may 
be ſtill reſerved, are nothing in Compari- 
ſon to thoſe I have already ſuſtained. _ 

Theſe Words filled Tllapantac with 
Diſpair and Indignation; but he did not 


* think 


” ” 


— . 


F a” 
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think it proper to make any Reply, leſt 
he ſhould exaſperate the Queen, and ren- 
der himſelf more odious to her : He there- 
fore retired, and left her alone in the Grot, 
after which, he claſed the Opening with 
the Stone he had before removed. 
The Revolution of one Moon was fully 
compleated, before he returned to the 
Queen, as he had intimated when he part- 
ed from her. He then inquired, it ſhe 
ſtill preſerved the melancholy Remem- 


brance of the Dead, before the Services 


and Converfation of the Living, and whe- 
ther the Reflections ſhe had ſo much 
Time to make, had not diſpoſed her to 
treat his Paſſion with ſome Regard ? Bur 
when ſhe had replied, that ſhe would al- 
ways perſiſt in her former Refuſal, he left 
her once more, without. troubling her with 
any new Solicitations, 
The Prince of the Ifle of Us at his 
Return, perceived a ſtrange Scene of Af 
fairs had been tranſacted in his Palace, du- 
ring his Abſence ; it had now no Inha- 
birants but Bears, for all the Officers of 
the Court, the Ladies and Domeſticks, were 
transformed into Animals of this Species. 
Yllapantac, confounded at this ſtrange Spec- 
tacle, andthe horrid Cries he heard around 
him, ſtarted back ſeveral Steps ; thrice 


he made the neighbouring Mountains re- 
21. ſound 


— | (0 1” 
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ſound with his dreadful] Exclamations ; 
thrice did he graſp up the Sand from 
the Ground, and ſcatrer it in the Air; and 
then, with up-lifted Arms, he broke out 
into this Invocation; O ye immortal 
Gods, from whom TI derive all my Pow- 
er, and whoſe efficacious Succours I have 
conſtantly received ! Great Authors of 
Charms and Incantations ! You who com- 
municate, to thoſe you love, the Know- 
ledge and Virtue of Plants and Herbs; 
awful Lords of Wind and Rain and 
Thunder! You who enable me to make 
the Mountains ſhake, and the Earth trem- 
ble to its Center, deign to aid me in 
this my Hour of Need] I am now re- 
duced to the Neceſſity of imploring your 
Protection againſt an audacious Wretchz 
who incroaches upon my Prerogatives. I 


ſee, continued the Prince . of Uxi, m 


Prayers are not in vain, you vouchſafe 


me the Aids for which I ſupplicate your 


Divinities, and I ſhall be avenged on 
my Enemies, with this Sabre you have 


* 


ſo ſeaſonably ſent nme. 


He ſeemed to have ſome Reaſon for 
theſe laſt Words; becauſe, whilſt he was 
ſpeaking, the Wand he held in his Hand, 
changed into a .two-edged Sabre, and 
he was ſo animated by this ſudden Relief, 
that he marched up and down with a 
= | furious 
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furious Air, and a Heart fired with In- 
dignation, to ſeek the inſolent Foe, who 
preſumed to exerciſe ſo much Power in 
his Palace. | 
Ina little Time, he beheld Prince Hoy- 
ac, at ſome Diſtance, with an inchanted 
Lance in his Hand; his Fury redou- 
- bled at the Sight of ſuch an unexpected 
Enemy, and he flew to him, with an 


Intention to chaſtiſe him for his Teme- | 
rity ; but, upon a nearer Approach, in- 


ſtead of aſſuming a menacing Tone, or at- 
tempting to ſtrike his Foe, he threw his 
own Sabre on the Earth, and, with an 
Air of Submiſſion and Humility, addreſ- 
ſed him in theſe Terms; O Prince! The 


Advantage is, this Day, in your Favour, | 
and you have the ſame Superiority over 


me, as I exerciſed againſt. you, before 
you poſſeſſed the Lance of the Prophet 
Huamachu; you may impoſe what Com- 
mands on me you pleaſe, I am now your 


Slave, and only attentive to render you 


my Obedience. | 


I am not at all ſollicitous for thy O- 


bedience, replied the Prince, and only 
mean to know the Extent of thy Crime, 
that I may : puniſh thee ſuitable to thy 
Demerit; tell me, this Moment, where I 
may find the Queen of Hatiun Rucana. 
My Lord, replied 7Hapantac, that 1 
; ce 
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ceſs was reſolute to ſeclude herſelf in a a 
ſubterranean Grot, from the View of 
Mankind, and ſhe has continued in that 
Retreat for the Space of one Moon: You 
are the only Object of her Remembance, 
and ſhe bitterly laments your Loſs, with- 
out the leaſt Intermiſſion. 

Prince Houac was exceedingly enraged to 
hear of the Afffiction of the Princeſs, and 


became apprehenſive Napantac had of- 


fered her! ſome Violence; tell me, thou 
Wretch, /faid he, haſt ths been ſo pre- 
ſamptuous, as to make any Attempt on 
her Honour? Be affured, thy Life ſhall 
be reſponſable for thy Behaviour to her : 
My Lord, replied Yiapantac, be not de- 
jected without a Cauſe; It is true, I have 


entertained a tender Paſſion for the Queen; 


nay, I have 
cited her to be favourable to my Aﬀec- 


proceeded farther, and ſolli- 


tion, but tho* her Refuſals and Diſdain 
gave me a ſenſible Mortification, they ne- 
ver prompted me to violate the Laws of 


Juſtice; and tho? I had Power to eſpouſe 


her by Compulſion, I ever looked up- 
on ſuch a Proceeding with Horror, and 
to prevent my being hurried by my im- 

tient Deſires to any diſhonourable Ac- 
tion, which I ſhould have condemned the 


NEXT 1 1 2 my ſelf, TD a moſt | 
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inviolable Oath, not to obtain the leaſt of | 


her Favours by Conſtraint, 
HOUR XXXIIL 


This Diſcourſe relieved the Prince: in 
ſome Meaſure, from his Fears. Conduct 


me to the Place, ſaid he, where thou haſt 
ueen of Hatiun Rucana; I | 
Mall then ſee whether her Relation of this 


lodged the 


Affair be agreeable to thine. | 

Napantac obeyed the Prince's Com- 
mand, and guided him in the Way he 
was to take. When they arrived at the 
Grot, Houac thruſt his Lance againſt the 
Stone that cloſed up the Entrance, and 
was immediately preſented with a free 
_ Paſſage. They 
the Apartment, and found rhe Queen ſeat- 
ed on a Bed of Ruſhes, and lamenting 
the Loſs of her beloved Houac. The 
Prince was affected beyond Expreſſion at 
this moving Sight, and with an Air of 
the moſt endearing Tenderneſs, approach- 
ed the afflicted fair One. Generous Queen, 
ſaid he, let not Sorrow any longer prey on 
that lovely Form; you now behold your 


faithful Houac before you; that Houac, 
whom you have generouſly bewailed, 
fo many tedious Days and Nights: You 


are now at Liberty to leave this Place, 


where 


then deſcended into 


t of || 
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where you have been interred alive, and, 
from this Moment, you are reſtored to 
perfect Freedom. The inchanted Lance 
you behold in my Hand, has delivered you 
from your Tyrant, and, by rendering me 
ſuperior to all his Power, has enabled me 
to puniſn him for his Crime. | 

O Heavens | cried Acllahua in this Part 
of her Relation z who can deſcribe the 
Aſtoniſhment that ſeized the Queen of 
Hattiun Rucana, when ſhe beheld the 
Prince, whom ſhe ſo long had numbered 
among the Dead ! Her Senfes were loſt, 
and all the Faculties of her Soul became 


$ ſuſpended at the enchanting View: But when 


ſhe had recovered herſelf a little from her 
firſt Surpriſe, I cannot poſſibly be deceiv- 
ed, ſaid ſhe, in Prince Houac, nor 
doubt that I now behold him with theſe 


Eyes; the Tranſports that ' riſe in my 
Soul, convince me, this is no Illuſion; _ 


], at firſt, imagined ſome fleeting Shade 
preſented itſelf before me, and ſuſpected 
it to be a: new Artifice of the Prince 
e „„ ls | 

Ah ! my charming Queen, interrupted 
the Prince, you indeed, behold your 


| Spouſe and Lover; you ſee the Man, who, 


for your Sake, accompliſhed the Adven- 
ture of the Channel, and deſtroyed the 
Giant, who devoured your Subjects; let 
12 | | me 
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me rather ſay, you behold a Prince who | 
was captivated, by your Charms, the firſt 
Moment you preſented your ſelf to his 
View, and from whoſe Remembrance you 
have never been abſent ſince that happy 


Period: You view the fondeſt Lover, who 


adores you with all the Purity of an un- 
ſpotted Paſſion. „ ey 7 
Alas! replied the Queen, I deſpaired 
ever to behold you again, and intended 
to devote my ſelf to perpetual Tears and 
Sorrow. If our Separation , interrupted 
the Prince, has coſt you many precious 
Tears, ſhare now with me, the Tranſports 
with which my Happineſs inſpires me; 
Who could have believed, when Ma- 
paniac threw me into the Sea, that the 
Gods only ſeparated us to prove our Con- 
ſtancy, and to increaſe our future Feli- 
ye; AGED: 1 
The Queen of Hattun Rucana was ex- 
ceedingly affected with the amiable Ten- 
derneſs of the Prince's Soul; but her na- 
tive Modeſty, or rather her Impatience 
to know by what Means He had been 
reſtored to her from the Ocean wherein 
ſhe ſaw him ſink, prevented her from re- 
ſigning herſelf to the Warmth of all her 
Tranſports. Deareſt Prince, faid ſhe, 1 
believe you have met with various Ad- 
| ventures ſince our Separation; let me _ 


« 


ing in the Arms of 


dead nor in a Dream. | 
| my ſelf in a Palace which ſeemed entirely 
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the Satisfaction of hearing the Parti- 


culars. 1 | 
 Hluftrious Queen, replied Prince Hauac, 
you ſhall be informed of every Circum-. 
ſtance. After Nlapantac had precipitated 
me into the immenſe Waſte of Waters, I 
exerted all my skill, in ſwimming, the 
reſt of that Day, and the ſucceeding Night; 
but as I was driven about, at the Mercy 
of the Waves, I imagined my ſelf float- 
eath: When the 
Morning appeared, I raiſed my Head a- 
beve the Surges, as high as I was able, 
to try if I could diſcover Land from any 
Quarter, but my Eyes only wandered 
over a boundleſs Expanſe of Ocean; how- 
ever, I continued to ſwim with new Vi- 
gour, till, at laſt, my Strength began to 


fail: I became motionleſs and inſenſi- 


ble by Degrees, and, as I was almoſt ſuf- 
focated with the Water that flowed down 
my Throat, I undoubtedly ſunk to the 
Bottom. | | 355 

It was impoſſible for me to compute 


how long I deſcended in that Abyſs, but 


the Event convinced me, I was neither 
In a Word, I found 


tormed by Water, for the Walls were of 
the Colour of that Element, and though 


they appeared to have little Solidity to the 


Eye, 
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Eye, and were as tranſparent as the Fluid 
which compoſed them; they 
round me like a. Rampart of Marble : 
The Pavement was ſowed with Pearls, 


and the Light which ſhon through the Pa- 
lace, equalled the Radiance of the full 


- Moon. | | 
If I was ſtruck with the Wonders I be- 
held, my Aſtoniſhment increaſed, to ſee 
an Edifice of that vaſt Extent, uninhabi- 
ted; I wandered through fifteen Apart- 
ments, without meeting any Perſon, but, 
in the Middle of the ſixteenth, I beheld, 
under a Pavilion, formed by a Caſcade 


of Water, a Bed of Coral, covered with | 


Sea Reeds, on which a young Lady re- 
poſed, with her Head reſting on her Right 
Arm. A Sheet of Water, lucid as chry- 
ſtal, compoſed a Kind of Veil, which 
flowed over her whole -Form without 
touching any Part. I could diſcover thro? 
this liquid Robe, that her. Eyes were cloſ- 
ed, and became for ſome Time doubtful 
whether I beheld a Statue or a living Crea- 
ture; but when I made a nearer Approach, 
1 took Notice ſhe breathed. This Con- 
viction made me fix my Eyes with great 
Attention on the amiable Object before 
me; her Perſon was ſhaped to Perfec- 
tion, but all her Charms made -no Im- 
preſſion on my Heart: O lovely Que.) 
crie 


yet roſe a- 


atte! 


littl. 


tinu 
eith 
mul 
Sile! 
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rio 
ing 
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ment did not reflect any Sound. 


- 
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cried Houac, in this Part of his Hiſtory, 
you alone was then preſent to my Soul, 


and my Remembrance of your Perfecti- 
ons was ſufficient to render me inſenfible 


to all Beauty but your own ; beſides, I 
was ſeized with ſuch an exceeding Chilneſs 


as made me imagine my Blood would be 
frozen in my Veins. | 
I was extremely curious to know how 
I could poſſibly be conveyed to ſo ex- 
traordinary a Palace, and why 1 beheld 
but one Perſon in. ſuch a ſpacious Pile, I 
wiſhed to ſee the Lady wake from her 
Slumber, and vainly waited a conſiderable 


Time in that Expectation; I endeayoured to 


make myſelf heard, = walking briskly 
over the Pavement 3 but all my Moti- 
ons were to no Purpoſe, for that Pave- 
I clap- 
ped my Hands together very ſtrongly, but 
could not produce the leaſt Noiſe ; 
attempted to, raiſe my Voice, tho' to as 


| little Effect, for the ſame Stillneſs con- 


tinued. Surely, ſaid I, to my ſelf, I am 
either in ſome en Palace, or this 
muſt be the Manſion where the God of 
Silence himſelf reſides. 


I was, atlaſt, unable to reſtrain my Cu- 


Oy any longer, and therefore advanc- 
ing to the Bed, I thruſt my Arm thro? 
the thin Flow of Water, which drew 4 


Veil 


then 
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Veil over the the ſleeping Lady; I then unf 


took her by the Hand, and gently preſ- 
ſed it, in Hopes that Action would accom- 3 
 pliſh the Effect I deſired; but I was de- 


ceived once more, for ſhe ſtill continued | 


in her Slumber, and though I ſtrongly} 
graſped her Hand at laſt, ſhe remained 


as inſenſible as ever. 
I began to deſpair of any Poſſibility to 


awake her, when I perceived ſhe was fa- 


ſtened to the Bed, by an exceeding fine 


Thread, and imagined it might be the ; 
E aliman, which locked up her Senſes in 
that ſound Repoſe ; I untied the Knot, | 
and, at the ſame Inſtant, ſhe opened her 
Eyes, and then, raiſing herſelf on her Bed, 
addreſſed me in this Manner. 

What do I now behold ! faid ſhe, Art 
thou an airy Phantom, or a human Crea- | 


ture; or may I call thee an Inhabitant of 


the Sea? Theſe Queſtions did not con- 
ſift of any articulate Sounds, collected by 
my Ear, but were rather a Train of 
Thoughts infuſed into my Mind, and my 
Reply was entirely of the fame Nature. 
We converſed in a ſilent Language, yet 
had a perfect Intelligence of our mutual 
Meaning. 
Madam, faid I, bending one | Knee on 
the Ground, in whatever Claſs of Being, | 


you may. exiſt, you ” before you, an 
un- 
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T unfortunate Prince, who greatly needs your 
Aſſiſtance, and is not altogether undeſerving 
of the Compaſſion he implores. After I had 


paſſed through a long Series of Adverſi- 


ty on Earth, I have been expoſed, two 
Days and a Night, to the Mercy 


of the 
Waves, and at laſt ſunk into the infinite 


Abyſs; Ithen imagined Death would be 
my inevitable Doom, when I ſuddenly 
found my ſelf in this aſtoniſhing Palace, 
W where I now throw my ſelf at your Feet, 


in Confidence of a favourable Reception : 
Have Pity on my deſtitute Condition, 


and acquaint me in what Part of the Cre- 


ation I now appear: Inſtruct me, amiable _ 
Creature, how I may return to the Earth, 
and if you have any Knowledge of what 
paſſes among Mortals, inform me where 
the Queen of Hatiun Rucana is conveyed. 

O Stranger ! replied the Lady, it. is 


ZW impoſſible for me to fatisfy you in all the 


Particulars of your Curioſity, and I can 
only inform you, that you are now in the 
Palace of 'the King of Silence, who 1s the 


| Soveraign of all the-Inhabitants of the 
Deep; as for me, though I differ in Spe- 


cies from him, for I am of the Race 


of the Children of Men, yet I am eſ- 
pouſed to that, Monarch: 


One Day, as 


I was bathing near the Sea Shore, 
a large Animal roſe out of the Waves 
8 "7 <3 
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in a human Form, and .clafped me in his 
Arms; I was immediately ſtruck with 
Horror, and fainted away 3. but, when TI | 
_ recovered from that S8 of Inſenſibility, 
I found my ſelf in this Palace, where 1 
have lived for the Space of five Years, | 
and though I am, in ſome Meaſure, com- 
elled to reſide here, I ſubmit to that 
Neceſſity, without Reluctance, and have ni 
repleniſhed this Manſion with an Off- 
Ipring ſo numerous, that no Nation can 
equal it in that Particular. I place my 
chief Felicity in the Sight and Preſence 
of the King my Conſort, and the duti- 
ful Submiſſion of my Children, with the 
delightful Union of our Souls, make this 
Palace as dear to me as the Land of my 
Nativity; the never-ending Calm, which 
reigns all around me is my conſtant Joy. 
The King, my Husband, from Time. to 
Time, returns to the Sea, to preſerve Or- Ne 
der and Subordination in thoſe his Domi- | 
nions, and, left-I ſhould paſs away the 
Hours of his Abſence in melancholy Mu- 
ſings, he cloſes my Eyes in Sleep, and MW. 
gently binds me with a Thread, that de- Ma 
fends me from all the Inſults I might ſuffer {When | 
from the Fiſh ; for they cannot, with a- Nourſe 
ny Complacency, behold a human Crea- Wnow] 


ture the Partner of cheir Monarch's Bed, Merly 
41 1 and by F. 
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my ſelf in this Manner, the whole Pa- 
lace ſeemed to ſhake, and a (prodigious 
Shoal of large and ſmall. Fiſh, tumultu- 
ouſly rolled into the Apartment, and in- 
ſolently required the Queen to reſign me 
to their Rage; we will devour him, ſaid 
they, in the ſame Manner, as he has 
feaſted on our Companions; ſor this 
their peculiar 
Language, has himſelf confeſſed his Crime, 
and we will have Juſtice on the Murderer : 


Wretch, added they, in 


of our Species. : 


Great Gods f cried the Queen, did you] 
only preſerve this unhappy Stranger from] 
the Dangers of the Deep, to expoſe him 
to a Death more cruel and tormenting !| 


No, continued ſhe, at the ſame Time 
taking me by the Hand, as an Inſtance 
of the Protection ſhe intended me; 1 
will never be ſo inhuman to deliver him 


to theſe furious Enemies; and if I have 1 


not Power ſufficient to preſerve him, I 

am determined to ſhare his Fate. 
Generous Queen, interrupted I, this 

Language evidently flows from your 


Fears, and I ſa; little dread the Rage of 


theſe Monſters, - that, with your -Permiſ- 
ion, I will hew them in Pieces: 


Let them approach me, and they ſhall 
ſoon be ſenſible of the Force of my Arm. 
Upon which, I was preparing to draw 
Ty Es | . my 


1 my Sabre, h Qu 
= Foes; but the Queen, 


but one of theſe Creatures, 


addreſſing 
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and bid Defiance to my 
who knew the 
Perils to which we were expoſed, conju- 
red me not to aſſault them This, ſaid ſne, 


wich Tears in her Eyes, muſt effectually 


deſtroy us both, and all your Fortitude 
will be unavailing; for, ſhould you deſtroy 
you will 
immediately be overwhelmed with Milli- 
ons: Preſumptuous Wretches! added ſhe, 
herſelf to this formidable 
Hoſt, I will never ſuffer you to violate 


| the Hoſpitality due to this Stranger; and 
it there be any Juſtice in your Pretenſions, 
await the Arrival of your Soveraign: We 


will not be delay'd a Moment, replied 


4 they, and the Murderer ſhall either be 


ſurrendered to us, or we will execute Ju- 


| ſtice upon him, in Spite of all Oppoſi- 


tion: Infolent Animals! ſaid the Queen, 
if you can treat the Conſort of your King 
with fo much Irreverence, be prudent 
enough, at leaſt, to tremble at the Ven- 
geance your Crime will draw upon you; 
our Monarch may exterminate all our 
Tribes, if he be ſo diſpoſed, replied they, 
but we will, however, have the Conſolation 
of avenging our ſlain Companions be- 
fore we die. Kitt eee e 
Ah unhappy Prince ! cried the Queen, 


by what Fatality wer' thou miſguided to 


E 2 this | 


- 
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this Palace! Tho? thou haſt eſcaped ma- 


ny Dangers on Earth, 


{ſwimming in the Ocean; 
canſt not poſſibly evade the Fury 


Monſters. 


a languiſning Look, 
Agitation of her Soul, ſhe withdrew her 


Hand from mine, and immediately faint- 


ed away on her Bed. 
If a Spectacle, 1o moving, gave new 


Vigour to my Courage, it likewiſe in- 


creaſed the Inſolence of theſe Sea-Mon- 
ſters; two among them, of an enormous 
Size, darted at me with open Mouths to 
devour me, and inevitable Death ſeemed 
to menace me that Moment; but my 
Rage was ſo predominant, that I grew 
altogether inſenſible of Fear, and as for- 
midable as my Enemies appeared, they 
might ſee, by my Aſpect, they gave me 
no Appreheniions. I drew my Sabre, 


and, with the firft Blow, ſtruck off the 


Head of one from his Body, and cut the 
other in two with the ſecond. 

The Blood, which flowed in full Streams, 
was ſo far from intimidating my Adver- 
ſaries, that it only exaſperated them the 
aſhed from their Eyes, 


and they” crowded upon me with impla- 
| | cable 


and eluded the 
Death that threatned thee when thou wert BF 
yet, alas] thou 
of theſe 
Her Affliction, at the ſame 
Inſtant, became inſupportable, and with 
that expreſſed the 
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cable Fury: I defended my ſelf from their 
Approach, to the utmoſt of my Ability, 


and, in a little Time, above two hundred 


of thoſe Animals lay dead on the Pave- 
FFT . 
Their Impetuoſity was not the leaſt a- 
bated by all this Slaughter; and as their 
Numbers were every Moment increaſing; 
they muſt certainly have deſtroyed me 
at laſt: I could no longer aſſault them, 
or defend my ſelf, and was already ſeiz- 
ed, in more Parts of my Body than one, 


when the King of Silence, who had becn 


a Spectator of this Scene of Blood, ar- 
rived very ſeaſonably, with all the Reti- 
nue of his Court; his Preſence - ſtruck 
my Enemies with a general Conſterna- 


| tion 3 they ſhuddered, and drooped before 


him, and had Recourſe to ſudden Flight 
tor their Preſervation: Upon which, the 
Palace inftantly appeared in its former 


Tranquility. | 


My Mind was ſtill agitated with that 
Diſorder, which uſually ſucceeds great 
and dangerous Events; and the Monarch 
of Silence, who took Notice of my Diſ- 
compoſure, beheld me with ſuch an Air 
of Smiles and Affability, that it ſeemed as 
if he had been intimate with me all his 
Life-time. He made a very ſhort Speech 
wich his Eyes, that ſufficiently acquainted 

. 3 1 
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me with his Meaning: Young' Stranger, 


ſaid he, I have a Regard for your Wel. 
fare 3 upon which, he approached the Bed 
where the Queen lay, and ' railing herſ 
from her State of Inſenſibility, took "al 
gently by the Hand, and led her into anf 
adjoining Hall, at the Head of all his8 
Court. : 
As for me, 1 was Ieft alone, among the 
dead Bodies of the Monſters I had faugh L 
tered, and began to deliberate with my 
ſelf, whether I ſhould continue in that 
Place, or go and proftrate my ſelf af 
the King's Feet; but I received a Met 
ſage that Moment, which relieved. me 
from my Perplexity : A young Virgin, 
cr rather a Sea Nymph, came to acquaint 
me that her Soveraign had ſomething; to 
ſay to me, upon which, I immediately 
tollowed her, and advanced into the Hal], 

I was ſtill diforderd with my late Adven- 
ture, and one uneaſy Thought introduced a 
Train of others, equally difagreeable. The 
Ha!l glittered with as Light as radiant 
as 5 Beams of a Summer Sun, and 
the Walls, which were formed like the 
reit of the *Apartments, out of the fluid 
_ Element, reflected the Luſtre like a Mir- 
r- ur of the fineſt Polliſh, and to ſuch a 
Negree, that I was perfectly dazzled 


wich the Splendor, but none of the Ob- 
ects 
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noer jects before me, overpowered me, ſo 


Well much, as a golden Cornice, which form- 
e Bed ed a. Contour round the Hall, and with 
> her ſeveral Ranges of Seats of the ſame Me- 
© hal tal, flamed with ſuch a Protuſion of 
to au Rays, as were quite inſupportable to my 
1 bi weak View: On theſe Seats, a vaſt Num- 

ber of young Nymphs had placed them- 
& the ſelves, and after I had beheld them a few 
zugh. Moments, with the utmoſt Aſtoniſhmenr, 
my ! began to recover my uſual Preſence of 
that Mind, and advanced to that Part of the 


Hall, where the King and Queen were 
Met feated on Thrones of Emeralds, interwov- 
me! en with the delicious Green of the ſofteſt 
rein, Sea Moſs: I embraced the Monarch's 
Ua int Knees, with all the Reverence 1 could 
g to expreſs 3 Great King of Silence, ſaid I, 
ate whoſe Magnificence equals that of the 
Hall. Gods, I lay my. ſelf low at your Feer, 
Iven- and with all Humility, implore your Pro- 
ed 2 tection 3 for the gracious Air, with which 
The your Majeſty has already received me, 
giant gives me - comfortable Hopes, that 
and you will not deny me the Succors I in- 


the treat: 4 I, 
fluid At the Cloſe of theſe Words, the King 
Mir- raiſed me from the Earth, and cauſed me 
-h 2 to be ſeated on his Right. Hand, a 
Zled little below tae. Throne. Young Stranger, 
Ob- nid he, before I acquaint you with the 


jects 3 | For- 


80 PERUV-IAN. 1 ALEs. 


Fortune to which I am preparing to raiſe | E. 
you, I muſt defire you to relate me the 
Particulars of your Life, for, doubtleſs, your 
Adventures muſt have been very extraor- 
I have no Occa- 
ſion, however, to be informed of the Ac- Þ 
cident which conducted you to this Pa- 


anary and engaging ; 


. ace, nor of the pretended Motives that 
made the Fiſh your Enemies; for it is 
my Part, to aſſure you, that, as I found 
you ſenceleſs and fainting in the Sea, and 
on the Point of expiring, J was touched 
with Compaſſion, at your Danger, and 
conveyed you to this Place. When you 
bad re-gained your Senſes, I had an In- 
clination to divert my ſelf with the Sur- 
priſe. I knew would affect you, and was 
really pleaſed with your Sollicitude, to a- 
wake my Queen; nor was I leſs entertain- 
ed with the Animoſity between you and 
the Fiſh, and, indeed, I commend you 
for convincing them, that the Intrepidity 
of a ſingle Man, is ſuperior to all the 
Courage the Inhabitants of the Sea can 
boaſt; I am only deſirous to know what 


has happened to you, during your Con- 


tinuance on Earth, and how you could 
poſſi by be plunged in the Ocean, at ſuch 


an immenſe Diſtance, from either the Wes 
or Continent, and without the leaſt Ap- 


. Oh) any: * 


I ſa · 
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I fatisfied the King's.. Curioſity, and 
made him ſenſible, I had been the Sport 
of Fortune, almoſt frem my Nativity. 


After I had related all the Particulars, 


My Lord, ſaid I, though I have been 


ſo unfortunate on Earth, I am ſtill deſi- 


rous to re- viſit it once more; it is impoſ- 


ſible for me to live without the Queen of 


Hattun Rucana, and could I be fo happy 
as to ſee her again, I would then conſent 


to die with Pleaſure. YET 


Ah Prince ! interrupted the King; of 
Silence, do you know what you delire ? 
It is (to no Purpoſe for you to think of 
the Queen of Hatiun Rucana any longer, 
for by the Portrait you have drawn of that 
Princeſs, I conclude, the Prince of 
the Iſle of Uxi, is enamoured of her 
Charms, and threw: you into the Sea, to 
facilitate her Conſent to eſpouſe him. The 
Queen, would undoubtedly have rejected 
his Suit, as long as ſhe could be certain 
you were living; but when ſhe becomes 
ſenſible ſhe cannot entertain any reaſonable 
Hopes to behold you again, ſhe will 
grow favourable to her Raviſher ; but 
though ſhe ſhould retuſe to be the Part- 
ner of his Bed, Nlapantac, as he is Ma- 
ſter of her Perſon, will, by Compulſion, 
obtain that from her, which ſhe, perhaps, 
would not willingly have accorded him : 

3 71.7. 
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Hlatiun Rucana with Infidelity, 
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A Competitor of his extraordinary Pow- | 
er, will never want Means to conquer the | 
Reluctance of a Woman, and therefore 


let me deſire yon to conſider the Mor- 


tification you would ſuffer, were you to 
ſee the Perſon you ſo tenderly love, in the 
Arms of another; to what a Heighth | 
would your Deſpair riſe, to behold a Ri- 


val happy, at the' Expence of your dear- 
eſt Repoſe, -and to find your felf, at the 
ſame Time, deſtitute of all Poſſibility to 
avenge your Wrongs ? Believe me, Prince, 
it would be Prudence in you, to ſhun ſo 
tormenting an Inquietude; we can here fur- 
niſh you with Joys ſufficient to recon- 
cile you to the Loſs of an inconſtant 
Miſtreſs; I will efpouſe you to a Siſter of 
mine, who ſurpaſſes all the Ladies on 
Earth in blooming Beauty, and I will 
raiſe you a Palace as magnificent as you 
can poſſibly deſire; in a Word, you ſhall 
enjoy all imaginable Gratifications, if you 
will but continue among us. 


HOUR XXXIV. 


Great Monarch! anſwered J, let me 


intreat you, not to accuſe the Ro of 
or be- 


ſides that, ir proves injurious to my Pai- 
ſion; the Gods themſelves, would charge 
| you 


now - incumbent 


you with falſifying their Decrees; their 
Oracles have declared, ſhe ſhould eſpouſe 


the Man who could leap croſs the Chan- 


nel, and ſlay the Giant; I have accom- 
pliſhed both theſe Conditions, and it is 
on them, to (manifeſt 
their Veracity. I 2 my Confidence 
in the Punctuality of their Oracles, and 
firmly depend on the Recompence they 
have promiſed: Reſolve then, my Lord, 
no longer to oppoſe their ſupream Will, 
and if you have any Veneration for thoſe 
awful and immortal Beings, permit me 
to return, as ſoon as poſſible, to the Earth. 

Prince, replied the King of Silence, I 


had no Intention to offend you in the ten- 
der Article of your Love, when I inti- 


mated, that the Queen of Haltun Rucana, 
influenced by the Suppolition of your 
Death, might be favourable to the Prince 
of Nui: The Diſpoſitions of that Sex are 
ſufficiently known, and there are very few, 


who can be generous enough to continue 


their Paſſion for a dead Lover; and a- 
mong the few, who, at firſt, might be 
capable of that Reſolution, where are 


| thoſe, who preſerve it inviolable? They 


always think a living Admirer, more in- 


titled to their Regards, than a Lover in 


the Grave. I may add too, that I had 
no Deſign to tax the Gods with any Va» 
5 5 riation 


=_ PERU LAN TALES. 


riation from their Promiſes, for I am per- 


ſuaded, what ever Difficulties may inter- 
pole, they will never want Means to ac- 
compliſn every Particular of their En- 


gagements. But what Aſſurance have you, 
that you are the Perſon pointed out by 


the Oracle, and that there was but one 


Man, who could leap: over that Chaſm in 


the Earth, and only one Giant to be ſlain in 


the Territories of the Queen of Hatun Ru- 


cana : Give your ſelf, therefore, no Perplex- 


ity, as to the Manner in which the Gods 
intend to accompliſn their Promiſe; but 


leave it to them, to verify their own Oracles, 
and if you have any Reaſon to fancy your 


ſclf remanded to the Earth, to celebrate your 


Eſpouſals with the Queen of Haitun Ru- 
cana, be as confident you are detained 


here, by another Oracle, who has preor- 


dained you to tender your Vows to my Siſ- 
ter; that Conjunction is to give Birth to 


4 Poſterity of Males, ſufficiently nume- 
rous to afford Husbands to all my Daugh- 
ters; my Father, before his Death, con- 


ſalted the Oracle of the Deſolate and, 


touching mine, and my Siſter's Fate, and 
was informed, I ſhould find a young 


Virgin ' bathing in the Sea; that 1 


— 


ſhould make my ſelf Maſter of her Per- 
fon, and afterwards eſpouſe her; in 
Conſequence of which Event, 1 was to 


be- 
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become the Father of a numerous Race of 
Daughters; in a Word, the Oracle fur- 
ther declared, my Siſter ſhould be joined 
in Marriage to a young Man, whoſe Life 


I was deſtined to preſerve, and from that 
Alliance ſhould. ſpring an Offspring of 


Males, equal in Number to my Daugh- 
ters, and who were all to become my 
Sons-in-Law. You ſee, Prince, continu- 
ed the King of Silence, that, if in one 
Reſpect I ſeem to oppoſe. the Will of the 
Gods, I conform my ſelf in another, to 
the Command they have given me; and 
I think this Circumſtance may - juſtly in- 
duce you to take up your Refidence in 


this: Flace;- ---- | 


This was a Point ſo very perplexing, 


that I knew not what to think of the Con- 


trariety between theſe Oracles, and there- 
fore continued ſpeechleſs for ſome Time; 


but I obſerved the King extremely diſ- 


compoſed at my Silence, and it was not 


without Reaſon, that he ſuſpected I would 


refuſe to eſpouſe his Siſter : But the Mat- 
ter paſſed out of all Doubt, when I re- 
newed my Entreaties, to. be reſtored to 
the Earth, and yet he was not ſo much 
diſpleaſed as I had Reaſon to apprehend. 


Any one, but my ſelf, ſaid he, with a 


ſerene Aſpect, would be offended at a 


| Refuſal like yours, but I have an Aver- 


fion 
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ſion to all Conſtraint upon the Inclina- i 
tions, and do not ſo much as pretend to 


detain you here againſt your Conſent : 
Upon this, he repreſented to me anew all 
the Advantages he could poſſibly alledge, 
to make me accept of his Propoſal ; but 
thoſe Allurements were ineffectual, and 1 
ry ntly aſſured him, he could not, in 
ice, expect my Compliance, on the 
— of * he had urged :Van- 
quiſhed, in ſome Meaſure, at laſt by my 
Inflexibility, the Affair we have debat- 
ed, ſaid he, riſing from his Throne, 
deſerves to be maturely conſidered, but, 
at preſent, let us turn our Thoughts to 
ſomething of more Importance ; you muſt 
needs be extremely fatigued with your 
Contention with the Waves, and your E- 
nemies the Fiſh, and I my ſelf am a lit- 
tle indiſpoſed with my long Voyage, let 
us therefore take ſome Retreſhment, and 
then retire to our own neceſſary Reſt. 
Our Collation was indeed the lighteſt, 
the moſt frugal, and the ſhorteſt '] ever 
ſaw, for we were only ſerved with a large 
Pearly Cup, filled with an exceeding 
bright Water ; the King and Queen drank 
_ firſt, and then preſented the Cup to me, 
| after which, the whole Court followed our 
e 


4 


When 
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When we had finiſhed our Repaſt, Sar - 


4 ſuch indeed it might juſtly be called, 


ſince the Liquor we had drank revived 
and ſtrengthened us in a ſurpriſing Man- 
ner, the King of Silence conducted me 
into an Apartment, prepared for my Re- 
ception 3 it was a very ſpacious Chamber, 
of the ſame Structure with the reſt of the 


Palace, and beaming with perpetual Day; 


at the upper End was a Bed, formed 'by 
a Maſs of innumerable Pearls, and ſtrew- 


ed with Moſs, I laid my ſelf down, and 


ſunk into a deep Slumber. 

J had no. ſooner riſen the next Morn- 
ing, but I ſaw the King enter my Cham- 
ber, Prince, ſaid he, when he approached 
me, I have been thinking, it would not 
be improper it we paid the Princeſs, my 
Siſter, a Viſir, for ſhe may poſſibly give 


us ſome ſatisfactory Account of the Ora- 


cle which has predicted the Circumſtances 


of her Marriage. 
I was extremely ſhocked at this Propo- 


fil; My Lord, faid I, with Gratitude, 


I acknowledge my {elf indebted to you 
for my Lite ; for, without your Aſffiſtance, 
I ſhould certainly have periſhed in the 


mighty Waters, and I intreat the Gods, to 


recompenſe you for this Obligation : But 
oh! forbear to ſhade .the- Glory of that 


Action, by the Violence you prepare to 
otter 
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offer me! I am ſenſible, when you deſire 
me to ſee the Princeſs, the clearing up of | 
the Oracle is the leaſt of your Intentions; # 
you. perhaps, would uſe me as the Magician 4 
Mullia treated Moratac, whoſe Hiſtory 1 
have related to your Majeſty ; you flatter Þ 
your ſelf, Sir, that my Heart will fall a 


Victim to the Charms of the Princeſs of : L 
Silence, or, if they ſhould not have the 


Effect ſuitable to your Expectations, you 
then intend to detain me here; I am there- 
fore determined never to ſee that Lady, | 
unleſs you take the moſt ſolemn Oath, 
not to force my Inclinations, . but, on the 
contrary, to re-convey me to the Earth, 
if, after I have beheld the Princeſs, 1 
ſhould Kill continue faithful to the Queen 
of Haltun Rucana. + 

-The King could not avoid ſmiling, at 
my Apprehenſions; I am ſenſible, ſaid 
he, that Men are inſincere and artful, 
and may very juſtly be diffident of one 
another; they have always a Propenſity 
to mutual Injuries, and this Diſpoſition 
employs them the greateſt Part of their 
Lives; they ought to be hedged with 
Thorns. to protect them from the Ap- 
proaches of their own Species; but in this 
Region, Sincerity and Rectitude of Mind 
are hereditary : z we love Juſtice, and are 
always compaſſionate to the afflicted ; en- 
| deavouring 


ſemble one another in Barbarity 
WJ juſtice: I therefore ſwear by the God Par 


Z your Inclinations ; H 

" IF has lately conſulted the Oracle of the 2 
Jof De/olation, on her future Marriage, and 
may poſſibly have been informed of ſome 


me by 
| Condeſcention, and afterwards conducted 
me to the Palace of the Princeſs, through 
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deavouring to imitate the Gods in theſe 
Particulars, as much, as your Species: re- 


and In- 


chacamac, which is the moſt tremendous. 
of all Oaths, that when I defire you, to 


& viſit my Siſter, I have no Intention to 
enſnare you, or lay er Reſtraint on 


ve recollected, ſhe 


Particulars, capable of ſolving all the Dif- 


fculties that perplex us, 


At the Cloſe of this Diſcourſe, he took 
the Hand, with the moſt obliging 


an exceeding long Gallery, ſtruck out 
in the Immenſity of the Waters. The 
Palace it ſelf conliſted only of one Cham- 


ber, but ſo vaſtly ſpacious, that the Ob- 
| jets at one End, were indiftioguiſhable at 


the other. In the Middle of this Apart- 
ment, I beheld a large Baſon of Marble, 

which was the Source of four Streams, or 
rather ſo many Rivers, that rolled their 
Silver Waves through the ſame Number 
of Channels, and divided the Chamber in- 


to as many equal Parts; one of which had 


the Appearance of an admirable Parterre, 
diver- 
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diverſified with the beauteous Glow of 
innumerable Flowers, tho?, in Reality, they a 
were no more than amiable IIluſions, 
effected by a vaſt Number of ſpouting i 
Rills, diſpoſed with _ ſurpriſing Art 
and Symetry. In the ſecond Compart- | 
ment, a Number of large Warter-falls, ad- 


juſted with the fame Perfection, repreſent- 


ed a verdant Forreſt, where all the Birds, 
who frequent the Sea, made their Retreat, 
The third Diviſion was adorned with 
artificial Grottos, beautified with the fin- 
eſt Shells and Stones; and the laſt was the 
Apartment where the Princeſs and all her 
Nymphs refided : It was impoſſible to be- 
hold this delightful Place,. without believ- 
ing it to be the Dwelling of ſome Divini- 
ty, and feeling ſecret e of Joy 
and Admiration. 


HOUR XXXV. 


The Princeſs was repoſing herſelf on a 
Couch, but the Moment we approached 
her, ſhe roſe, and cauſed us to be ſeated ; 
after which, ſhe addreſſed her ſelf to the 
King of Silence in theſe Terms; Before 
I ask you, my dear Brother, to what Mo- 
tive I owe this Viſit, and who is that a- 
greeable Youth, who accompanies you, 


ue” me leave to preſent you with ſome 
*  Refreſt- 
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Refreſhment 3 at the ſame Time, one 


of the Nymphs, by her Order, brought 
us a Cup of Water, which in thoſe 


Dominions, was the only Food. When 
we had finiſhed our Repaſt, the 
King; turning to his Siſter, expreſſed him- 


W lf to this Effect. 


Princeſs, ſaid he, you deſire to know 
the Cauſe of this Viſit, and who 1s the 
Youth you ſee in my Company he then 


acquainted her, in what Manner he had 


preſerved my Lite, and repeated all the 
Particulars which had happened ſince I had 
been conveyed to his Palace; he likewiſe 
repreſented to her the ſeemingContradiction 


in the two Oracles, relating to her Mar- 


riage and mine, and then deſired to hear 
her Sentiments on that Circumſtance. | 
The Princeſs, who had liſtened with 


great Attention to her Brother's Diſcourſe, 


made him this Reply; I ſhould not re- 


cecive any Difſatisfaction, Brother, if the 


Perſon deſtined to eſpouſe me, ſhould 
reſemble Prince Houac; but notwithitand- 
ing the Circumſtance of your faving his 
Life, he is not to be my Husband, for 
he diſcovers not the leaſt Similitude in 
Shape, Age or Features, to the Perſon 
allotted me. When 1 made a Voyage 


ſome time Site: to the Hand of Deſolation, 


in en to conſult the Oracle about — R 
| 2 
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I beheld, in the Hollow of the Trunk, 


to. my View, the deſtined Partner of my 
Bed; the Idea of his Form, which I then 
ſurveyed with great Attention, is. {till pre- 
ſent to my Imagination, and bears not 
any Reſemblance to Prince Houac, and 
therefore, if you would be directed by me, 
diſmiſs him to the Earth, for the Gods 
may be incenſed, if you detain him, and 
their Diſpleaſure may prove fatal to you in 
he Eee Tt: | 
This Diſcource was ſufficient to change 
the-King's firſt Intention of efpouſing me 
to his Siſter; Let us return, Prince, ſaid 
he, to my Palace, and ſince you are de- 
termined to reviſit the Earth, I will con- 
duct you to what Part. you. pleaſe :. Upon 
which, we took Leave of the Princeſs ; 
but, before I retired, ſhe told me, ſhe 
deſired to have a Share in my Remem- 
brance; Let me intreat, ſaid ſhe, your 
Acceptance of this Ring, the Emerald, 
which is ſet in it, is a great Curioſity, and, 
as ſuch, was preſented to the King, my 


— 
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tender 


Accompliſhment of my future Marriage, 
the ſacred Tree returned me this Anſwer ; | 
Caſt your Eyes now on the Man, preor- 
dained by the Gods for your Nuptials ; 8 
at the fame Inſtant, the Tree opened, and | 


a large Silver Mirrour, which repreſented | 


Father, by a learned Magician; L now 
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tender it to you, and it may poſſibly be 


very beneficial to you hereafter; it is a 


Taliſinan, whoſe Efficacy, not only calms 


the Rage of all Sorts of terreſtial Animals, 


but likewiſe gives the Perſon who wears it, 
a Soveraign Power over thoſe Creatures; 


3 they are obedient to all his Commands, 


and would run to the utmoſt Limits of 


4 the Earth, ſhould he ſo enjoin them. I 
received a Preſent ſo ineſtimable, with 
the moſt grateful Acknowledgments, and 


kiſſed the fair Hand of the Princeſs, af- 
ter which, I withdrew, with the King 


her Brother, and we returned 1 2 


ſame Way we came. 

When we arrived at the Palace of che 
King of Silence, that Monarch cauſed all 
his Family to aſſemble in the Hall, where 
he firſt gave me Audience; I am unac- 
quainted with the Particulars of their Con- 
verſation; but when I was introduced, 
the King directed his Diſcourſe to me to 
this Effect; Prince, ſaid he, though you 
ſeem determined to leave us, I have ſtill 
one Propoſal more to offer you; if you 
cannot prevail on your ſelf to be my Bro- 


ther-in- Law, conſent, however, to continue 


among us, and for your Inducement, I will 
give you, in Marriage, to the lovelieſt 
Nymph in all my Empire; Time it felt 
ſhall have no Power over her Charms; ſhe 

will 


94 PERUVIAN TALES. 


will always love you with the moſt engag- | 
ing Tenderneſs, and you will be as con- 


ſtantly fond of her. 
I was not allured in the leaſt, at fo in- 
viting an Offer ; My Lord, faid I, to the 


King, as engaging as your Majeſty? s Pro- 
poſal may appear, it is impoſſible for me 


to receive it: I die with Impatience, to 
| fee the | 
the only Bleſſing for which 1 ſigh, and I 
ask nothing more of your Majeſty,than to 
be conveyed to the Iſle of Uni: Nlapantac 
ſhall either reſtore that Princeſs to my 
Arms, or compleat his Cruelty by my 
„ 

Unhappy Prince! replied the Monarch, 
what a Scene of Miſery and Danger are 
you preparing for your ſelf! It is true, 1 
can cauſe you to be landed on the Iſle of 
Uxi, and am. ſenſible, you may eaſily en- 
ter thoſe Dominions; for tho' all the 
Coaſts ſwarm with innumerable Savage 


Beaſts, and the Foreſts are crowded with 


rapacious Birds of a Size ſo monſtrous, 
that one alone is able to devour a Man; 
yet, as the Emerald you have received 
from my Siſter, will protect you from 
the Rage of the Beaſts, ſo I intend to 
preſent you with an enchanted Turquoile, 
which ſhall preſerve you from the Fury 
of che Birds: * Vets with all this im- 
1 | portant 


ueen of Hattun Rucana; ſhe is 


s Adventur E, 
roick to brave the Danger; but, at the 
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portant Aid, you will never be in a Capa- 
city to force the 


ueen from the Arms of 


her Raviſher : I can aſſure you, your 


Competitor is the moſt potent of all Ma- 


gicians, and with a ſingle Glance, can lay 


the mightieſt and moſt intrepid Men at 
his Feet; nay, the numerous and united 
Force of an imbattled Army would op- 
poſe him in vain 3 what Succeſs, then, 


can you expect againſt ſo formidable a 
Foe ? I acknowledge, indeed, when we 
have any Probability of triumphing, by 
Undauntedneſs of Mind, in any hazardous 
it would then be truly he- 


ſame Time, it is equally certain, that Te- 
merity was never reputed a Virtue, and 
no one commends the Man who indiſcrete- 
ly expoſes himſelf to Perils none can 
furmount. i : | 
I am very ſenſible, my Lord, ſaid I, 


ok the Difficulties I am liable to encounter; 


but were it abſolutely impoſſible to accom- 


| pliſh my Purpoſe, even that Conſideration 
| ſhould not difſuade me from the Attempt; 


we muſt neceſſarily acquieſs with our Lot, 
and render Obedience to the Gods, by 
expoſing our ſelves to the greateſt Dan- 
gers, when ſuch is their Determination. 
Let me add to this, that the Queen of 
Haltun Rucana merits the Sacrifice of my 

| Safety 


that nothing can diſſuade, or intimidate | 


When he had uttered theſe Words, he or- 
dered the Turquoiſe of which he had ſpo- {W<dgr 
ken to be brought: This likewiſe Mo! Si 


in our Family for a Length of Time im- 
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Safety to her Welfare; ſhould many 
Dangers and Impediments riſe in my Way, Fav 
my Soul ſhall be fortified with Perſeve- Ger 
rance z and tho* Death it ſelf be preſented may 
to my View, I will confront that King of min 
Terrors as I ought: The Conſtancy of be 


my Mind, at leaſt, ſhall be invincible, and Con 
I count Fear an inglorious Weakneſs, to 


which a gallant Man is never obnoxious. | 
Since I find, replied the King of Silence, the c 


from your ReſoJution, I my ſelf will 


conduct you, To-morrow, to the Shore of {MZ out 
the Ifle of Uxi ; no one ever implored 


any needful Aſſiſtance from me in vain. 


was the Ornament of a Ring, but the 
Metal was Silver, in which the Gem was 


enchaſed, very like the Emerald in the o- of th 
ther Ring: I am unacquainted with the 


Origin of this Taliſman, ſaid the King, 
when he preſented it to me, it has been 


memorial, and you will experience its {Melt tc 


_ Virtue in the needful Hour; I would wil- er cl 


lingly do ſomething more, continued he, my ! 
and could be glad to fortify you againſt the Neat 
Incantations of 2Yapantac, but my Power 
does not extend to the Earth  - 

I grate- Vo 
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ny fl I gratefully thanked the King for his 
ay, Favours; Great Monarch! ſaid 1, your 
ve. Generoſity tranſcends my utmoſt Hopes; 
ted 3 

of if 

of 

ind | | 

to ddreſſing my ſelf to his lovely Spouſe, 


May you, O illuſtrious Queen, fig I. oe 
Ihe conſtant Joy of your Royal Conſort, 
nd ſoon behold your charming Daugh- | 
ers eſpouſed to a Race of blooming 
WYouths; and may you ever receive from 
Pour Subjects, the Homage and Venera- 
10n they ſo- juſtly owe you. : 
When I had thus tendered my Acknow- 
Wedgment to my BenefaCtors, the King 
of Silence ordered the neceſſary Prepara- 


the tions to be made for our Voyage the 
was ext Day: I then took my laſt Farewel 
> o- ef the Queen, and reſpectfully kiſſed her 
the knees and Hand; after which, the King 
ing, conducted me into the Apartment where 
zeen had repoſed the Night before, It was 
im- {Wome Time before I could compoſe my 
its elf to Reſt, but, at laſt, a gentle Slum- 
wil- er cloſed my Eyes, and towards the Dawn, 
he, my Imagination was wrought into a 
che Dream, that exceedingly affected me: A 


Goddeſs ſeemed to appear before me, in 
the Form of a Woman, richly habited, 
atC- | Yor. II. * and 


. ther Opinion 
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and exceedingly Majeſtic in her Mien : 
Whilſt J beheld her very attentively, and 
with all that reverend Horror which the 
. Preſence of a Divinity infuſes into the 
Soul; Houac, faid ſhe, thy Thoughts are 


forming a vain Enterpriſe; thou art not 
to direct thy immediate Progreſs to the 


Iſle of Uxi, for, ſhould'ſt thou ſo deter- 


mine, inevitable Death will await thee; 


thou muſt, therefore, viſit the Iſle of 
Puna firſt, and thou wilt there meet with 
what will extricate thee from thy Per- 
Pleutex, 
When my Sleep left me, 1 refleted on 
every Circumſtance of my Dream, and 
became perſuaded, I had ſeen a real Ap- 
parition; the Language I had heard, was 
too intereſting and preciſe to make any 
probable, and I was em- 
tein in deep Meditations, when the 
ing . came to fee if 1 were ready to de- 
part: I then acquainted him with what had 
happened to me, and intreated him to fa- 
vour me with his Counſel. 

The Monarch having hearkned to me 
with much Attention, made this Reply ; 
Your .Dream appears to me too conform- 
able to your preſent State, and, indeed, is 
too circumſtantial to'be the meer Effect of 
Slumber 3 it has, undoubtedly, been impar- 

ted to you, oy the ANY of. a God, to 


point 
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point out ſome important Truth to your 
Obſervation 3 and though ſome Dreams 
are ſo deluſive and inconſiſtent, that it 
would be Imprudence to afford them any 


Credit, there are others, however, which 


have ſo much Reality, that it would be 
an impious Raſhneſs to diſregard them; 
for my Part, I am inclined to think your 
Dream may juſtly be ranked in the lat- 
ter Claſs, though, at the ſame time, I 
am not able to determine how you can 
be informed, in the Iſland of Puna, of any 
Circumſtances to clear up your Perplex- 
ity z however, I would adviſe you to pro- 
ceed directly to that Iſland, and am per- 
ſuaded, you will there obtain the true Ex- 
plication of your Dream; Mankind, in 


hazardous Undertakings, frequently eſcape 


Dangers, by leaving the direct Path, and 
taking a Circuit in a much longer Track. 


HOUR xXXXVI. 


This Diſcourſe ſufficiently determined 
me to make a Voyage to the Iſle of Puna, 
and I informed the King, that I gladly 
reſigned my ſelf to his Direction; upon 
which, he gave me a Signal, and I imme- 
diately followed him through the Apart- 
ments of his Palace. 


F 2 When 
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When we came to the Gate that open- 


ed towards the Quarter where the Iſle of 


Puna was ſituated, we found all the ne- 
ceſſary Proviſions for our Voyage ready : 
The Surface of the Ocean deſcended in an 
_ eaſy Slant, from the Extremety of the 
Iſland to the Cauſey, on which the Pa- 
Jace of the King of Silence was raiſed, 
and preſented us with a gentle Aſcent. 
Two Nymphs had harneſſed a Team of 
eight Swans, to a Silver Chariot, the 
Seat of which, was formed of Mother of 
Pearl : The King of Silence aſcended this 
Chariot, and cauſed me to be ſeated at 
| his Side, and then taking the Reins, which 
were compoſed of many ſmall Chains of 
Gold, he gave the Signal for our Depar- 
ture; the indefatigable Swans ſprung for- 
ward at that Inſtant, ſwifter than the Wind, 
and drew the Car ſo lightly over the fluid 
Way, as not to occaſion any extraordina- 
ry Motion in the Water. | 
When we had arrived at the Ifland of 
* Puna, I leaped down on the Earth, and 
Was preparing to thank the King of Si- 
lence, with a reſpectful Humility, for his 
gracious Offices; but he would not al- 
jow me that Opportunity; Iwiſh, ſaid he, 
I had the Power to conduct you farther; 
but you muſt know the Earth is not my 
Element; you may, however, depend on 
18 | „ ſeeing 
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ſeeing me once more, when you have an 
Inclination to quit this Iſland; you need 


then, do nothing more than caſt three 
Pebbles into the Sea, and you will in- 


ſtantly behold me prepared to aſſiſt you. 
When the King had given me this In- 


formation, he did not ſtay for my Reply, 
but ſuddenly plunged his Chariot into the 


Ocean, and the Waters, which before 


bended into a Slope to facilitate our Paf- 


ſage, now rolled into their natural Le- 
[ was, for ſome Time, in a great Per- 


plexity, as to the Part I was now to per- 


form: In what Manner am I to proceed, 
aid I, to my ſelf, and what Events are 
reſerved for me in this Place? If I con- 

tinue where I now am, I may, indeed, 

depend on the Aſſiſtance of the King of 
Silence; but then my Affairs in this 
Iſland will never be compleated, and it 
would certainly be very imprudent in me, 
to expect Fortune ſhould officiouſly ap- 
proach me, whilſt J indulge my ſelf in 
Indolence; no, it is incumbent on me, to 
exert my beſt Endeavours to obtain her 
Favour; but then, continued I, if I ad- 
vance much farther into this Ifle, and the 
Land ſhould be as barren and naked as it 
now appears, I ſhall ſoon be deſtitute of 
Food ;. beſides, how can I be certain the 

; F*3 8 more 
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more diſtant Parts of the Iſland are in- 
habited; but if they really ſhould, what 
Aſſurance have I, that the Natives are 
hoſpitable and compaſſionate ? 
When 1 had maturely deliberated on 
theſe two Expedients, the laſt appeared 
to me molt {ſuitable to my Intereſt. The 
Sun was not yet aſcended to his Meridian, 
and I directed my Courſe to the Weſtern 
Point of the Iſland, through a wild Soli— 
tude, where neither Men nor Animals ap- 
_ peared, My Eyes wandered over ſandy 
Plains, and / ghaſtly Rocks, which only 
afforded me a Variety of parched and 
barren Proſpects, without either a Green 
Tree, or a running Spring, to enliven the 
Scene. In this Situation, it was natural 
for me to ſuffer ſome Inquietude, for I 
now began to be afflicted with Hunger 
and Thirſt; however, as I at laſt gain- 
ed the diftant View of a large Wood, 
1 flattered my ſelf, that if it were but 
inhabited; I ſhould, at leaſt, find ſome 
Supplies for my preſent Neceſſity. With 
this Expectation, I purſued my Journey 
all the enſuing Night, and arrived at the 
Thicket, when the Sun began to gladden 
the Earth, with the Beams of the Morn- 
ing. | 1 1 
FT his delicious Wilderneſs was watered 
with ſeveral Fountains, and, at regular Di- 
V N ſtances, 


in- 
hat. 
are 


on 
red 
"he 
an, 
ern 


Oli- 


ap- 
dy 
nly 
and 
een 
the 
Ira] 
＋ 1 
ger 
lin- 
od, 
but 
me 
1th 
ney 
the 
den 
rn- 


red 
Di- 
des, 


| with every neceſſary Enjoyment. 
| I had ended my Devotions, I gathered 
ſome of the. Fi, and found their Fla- 
| your incomparable ; I then quenched my 
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: ſtances, opened into long Walks of Trees, 
laden with inviting Fruits; 
chacamac, who thus delights to vary his 
gBounties through all Nature, and makes 


I adored: Pa- 


each Climate accommodate his Creatures 
W hen 


Thirſt at a murmuring Fountain, and 


thought the cooling Draught more de- 
| delicate and reviying, than all the Liquors 


I had- ever drank before; and when I had 
finiſhed: this Sylvan. Feaſt, I repoſed my 
ſelt on the Grafs, rather with a Deſign to 
ſlumber. in that delightful Shade, than to 
wear away any Fatigues, for the Fruits 
and Fountain had already Fr me 


When my Sleep left me, I had 
nothing ſo. much at Heart, as the Ac- 


with new. Vigour. 


compliſhment of my Journey : With this 


View I continued my Way through the 
Thicket, and, at laſt, beheld a Man, 
whoſe Stature much en e the Di- 
menſions of mine; he advanced towards 
me, with a Lance in his Hand, and 
gazed upon me with Ey es of a yaa | 
Dye than Blood; his Mien diſcovered ſome- 
thing menacing and gloomy, and made 
me 3 I had an Enemy to combat. 

F 4 This- 
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This Conjecture cauſed me to prepare for 5 


my Deſence, and I immediately confron- 
ted him with my drawn Sabre, and a 
Reſolution to ſeil my Life as dear as 
poffible, if he offered to aſſault me: But 
when I imagined we were upon the Point 
of engaging, my Adverfary preſented his 
Lance at my Breaſt; and, at the ſame 


Time, addrdſſed me to this Effect; For- 


bear, young Man, ſaid he, all your Bra- 
very will be unavailing, againſt the Lance 
of the Prophet Huamachu: I have no In- 


clination to ſtain my Hands in your Blood, 


but rather honour in your Perſon, the Po. 
ſeſſor of the Emerald, which all terreſt i- 


al Animals homage, and the Turquoiſe, : 
which keeps the various Tribes of Birds 


in Subjection: I am very ſenſible, thoſe 
Treaſurès would be uſeleſs to any one, 
who would attempt to gain them by 
Slaughter, and I only intreat you to aid 
me in a certain Adventure, that employs 
my Thoughts, and cannot be effected 
without your Aſſiſtance. All the Happi- 
neſs of my Life depends on the Succeſs 
of this Affair, and it you will contribute 


your Endeavours with mine, to accom- 


pliſh. it, I will freely grant you what 


ever you can deſire, though it ſhould be 
Half the Power I 3 1h 


* * 4 3 


1 
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This Diſcourſe convinced me I had 
to do with.a Magician, and that it would 
be dangerous for me to refuſe him the 
Aſſiſtance he deſired ; My Lord, faid I, 
I am ready to aid you to the utmolt 
of my Ability, and am not deſirous to 
be recompented. with any Part of - your 
Power 3 I only wiſh you would aid me, 
in your Turn, to releaſe the Queen of 
Haltun Rucana from her Captivity 3 I 
am perſuaded you may ealily gratify 
me in this Particular, for, what can be 
impracticable to the happy Poſſeſſor of 
the ſacred Lance 
Some Part of your Adventures re- 


plied the Magician, are already come to 


my Knowledge. I happened, two Days 
ago, to be in the Iſle of Ui, and was 


informed by THapantac, in what Manner 


he threw you into the Sea, to avenge 
himſelf on you for killing his Brother : 
Ah my Lord! interrupted I, ſince you 
are ſo well acquainted with the Train of 
Circumſtances which compoſe my Miſ- 


fortunes, let me intreat you to favour me 


with ſome Tydings of the Queen of 
Hatiun Rucaua. Be in no Pain, ſaid he, 
about the Welfare of that Lady; Ma- 
pantact has, indeed, entertained her with 
his Paſſion, and omitted nothing to in- 
ſpire her with Impreſſions in his Favour 3 

„ but 


W 


106 PERUVIAN TALES. 

but, ſhe has hitherto, only treated him 
with Averſion and Horror; and yet he 
ſeemed far from any Intention to offer 
her the leaſt Violence; ſo that you have 
nothing to apprehend from his Competi- 
tion; nay, I intend to re- place that Prin- 
ceſs in your Arms, before the Expiration 
of three Days. Ah my Lord! faid 1, 
with the utmoſt Emotion, may I be per- 
mitted to depend on that Promiſe ? Be- 
lieve me, you may, replied the Magici- 


an, and I ratify it with a ſolemn Impre- 


cation, that I may be for ever deprived 


of the ſacred Lance, if I give you any 


Reaſon to reproach me for want of Punc- 
tuality. I am fatisfied, my Lord, an- 
ſwered I, and now be pleaſed to inform 
me, what I am to undertake for your Ser- 
vice, and I will immediately acquit my 
elf in the beſt Manner I am able, 


HOUR XXVII. 


The Magician was tranſported to ſee 
me in ſuch a Diſpoſition to afſiſt him; Wait, 


{aid he, a few Moments, whilſt I fetch 


the Weapons proper for our Expedition; 
upon which he departed, and, in the 
Space of a Quarter of an Hour, made his 
Appearance again, with a Sabre and a 

Dagger at his Side; let us now proceed, 


e 
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ſaid he, with all Expedition, to the Val- 
ley of 'Chacma ; your Preſence will there 


be uſeful to me, to preſerve: me from the 


Eagles, flying Dragons, and other furi- 


cus Birds, who guard the Princeſs Chac- 
ma. I have ſighed for this lovely Crea- 


ture above ſix Years, and ſhe is far from 


being inſenſible of my Paſſion; but her 
Uncle, who has uſurped her Dominions, 
detains her in a Priſon, which, though 
it may be juſtly called magnificent, 1s ſtill a 
diſagreeable Confinement, ſince ſhe is oblig- 


ed to continue there againſt her Inelinations. 
This Place may be almoſt reputed inac- 
ceſſible, becauſe the Magician, whom 


the Uſurper bribed to his Intereſt, has 


ſurrounded it with a vaſt Number of the 
fierce Creatures I have already mentioned, 
who guard all the Avenues, and convey 
to the Princeſs the Proviſions fhe wants; 


the only Difficulty, is to controll the Rage 


of thoſe fatal Birds, who ſuffer no Mor- 
tal to approach that Priſon with Impuni- 


ty; but your Taliſman makes all Appre- 
| henfions needleſs. 


Ar the Cloſe of this Diſcourſe, the Ma- 


| gician took me by the Hand, and we 
were inſtantly conveyed into the Valley 


of Chacma; we then proceeded to the 
Palace, or rather the Priſon, where the 


Princeſs was - compelled to live ſecluded 


from 


+ Praorian TALES: 


from the World: The Enchanter knock- | 
ed thrice at the Gate, and it then flew o- 
pen, with a harſh Notle ; at the fame Mo- 


ment, the rapacious Birds, and other 
_ winged Animals, ſprung at us in pro- 
digious Numbers, to prevent our En- 
trance into the Building: Some alarmed 


us with loud and doleful Screams, others 


aſtoniſhed us with dreadtul Hiſſings, ca- 
pable of ſtriking Fortitude it ſelf with 
Conſternation: But the Moment I made 
my Appearance, all their Cries and Fu— 
ry ceaſed, and they tuddenly withdrew, to 
leave us a free Paſſage ; we then paſſed 
through a large Court, and came up to 
the inward Gate of the Priſon, which, 
when the Magician had again knocked 
three Times, e ange . e in an 
alan. 
We then came into a great Hall, in the 
Middle of which, roſe a Dome, ſupport- 
ed by ſix Columns of ſolid Silver ; the 
Walls were formed. of the ſame Metal, 


and equally maſſive: At the upper End 


of the - Hall, was placed a glittering 


Throne of. Emerdlds;' on which the Prin- | 


ceſs was ſeated. This amiable Lady role 
the Moment ſhe beheld us, and addreffing 
her ſelf to the Magician, Ah my Lord! 


 faid ſhe, are you at laſt come to ſuccour 


an unfortunate: Princeſs, whom an impious 
Wretch 
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Wretch has here detaired in Captivity ſo 


* 


many Tears 50 U 
Yes, Madam, replied the Magician, I 


- 


have, at laſt, with the Aſſiſtance of this 


Youth, prevailed over all your Guards; 
you are at Liberty from this Moment, and 
J intreat you no longer to defer the Hap- 


pineſs I figh for: My Lord, ſaid the Prin- 
- ceſs, ſomething; ſtill remains to compleat 


my Repoſe ; I ſhall think my Liberty but 
an inconſiderable Enjoyment, unleſs I like- 


wiſe aſcend the Throne of my Anceſtors : 


This is the Service I expect you to render 
me, and the only Condition on which 1 
I conſent to efpouſe you. ' HB 

Madam, cried the Magician in a Tranſ- 
port of Joy, may I be diveſted of all my 


Power, and reduced to the Level of com- 


mon Men, if I do not re-eſtabliſh you in 


your Empire, and avenge. you on the 


 Uſurper, before two Hours can be ex- 


pired. Let us go this Moment, conti- 
nued he, and puniſh him for his Trea- 


ons; let him, in all the Agonies of En- 
Nvy and Deſpair, be Witneſs of my future 
elicity, with my beauteous Princeſs! 


When this Converſation was over, the 
Enchanter led the Lady out of the Palace, 
and I walked before them to employ my 
Taliſman, againſt the Eagles and other A- 
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nimals in the Court, from thence we 
immediately proceeded to the Ulurper” $ 
Pale! 

He was then in his own Apartment, lit- 
tle expecting the Operations we were pre- 
paring, and, indeed, it is impoſſi 
ſcribe the Aſtoniſhment that ſeized him, 
when he ſaw his Niece ftand before him, in 


the Company of two Men, of whom he 
He, at firſt, 
began to aſſume a menacing Tone, but 

when he ſaw we were not to be intimi- - 


had-not the leaſt Knowledge. 


dated, and were even preparing to aſſault 
him, he endeavoured to ſave himſelf, by 
Flight; but the Magician ſtopped him 
that Moment, with a ſingle Expreſſion, 
Stay, Traitor! ſaid he, and acknowledge 
the black Catalogue of thy Crimes. The 
Uſurper, at that Language, became mo- 


tionleſs, apd ſtood as if his Feet had been 


rivited to the Pavement, and when the 
Magician had uttered two other Words, 
which to me were unintelligible, the un- 
happy Prince ſuffered a ſtrange Transfor- 
mation; his Neck, his Arms, his Feet, 
and, in a Word, his whole Body, loſt all 


Flexibility, and ſtiffened into 4 Marble 
Statue; his Eyes alone were unaffected 
with this Change, and theſe the Magician 
left him to embitter his Affliction, and 


| When 


* his Miſery. 


ible to de- 
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When this Tranſaction was ended, the 
Officers and Domeſticks of the Palace, 
having proſtrated themſelves at the Feet 


of the Prineeſs, acknowledged her for 
their Soveraign, and implored her Cle- 


mency : She received them with a ſerene 
Smile, and ordered the Chiefs of the Peo- 
ple to be aſſembled. To theſe ſhe im- 
parted the Particulars of the Uſurper's 


E Puniſhment, and took their Oaths of Fi- 


delity to her ſelf; and to crown the hap- 
py Revolution of that Day, ſhe ſolemnly 
eſpouſed her Deliverer, who now exerted 


| his Art, to embelliſh the nuptial Feaſt 
with all imaginable Pleaſures. 1 


The Day after the Celebration of this 
Marriage, I reminded. the Magician of 
his Promiſe, to reſtore you, my charm- 
ing Queen, to Liberty; I aſſured him, 


that each Moment of his Delay, increaſed 
my Inquietudes on your Account, and re- 
| tarded my deareſt Happineſs : But the 


Anſwer I received from him was very dif- 
ferent from what I had a Right to expect. 


Your Requeſt, ſaid he, is at preſent ex- 


tremely unreaſonable ;- can you believe me 


| capable of ſuch a ſudden Separation from 
my Princeſs? Her Authority is not ſuffi- 


ciently eftabliſhed, for me to leave her 


alone; and ſhould I have any Inclination 


to quit the Valley of Chacma, you a 
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be the firſt to diſſuade me from that De- 
ſign; I know, indeed, that your Paſſion 
for the Queen of Hattun Rucana, makes 
you / impatient to behold her, and your 
Deſires ſhall ſoon have their due Satisfac- 
tion; but, in the mean Time, let me in- 
treat you to moderate your Ardours, for 
you can, by no Means, urge me to an 
Abſence, that would intirely fruſtrate yr 
Intereſt, as well as mine. 

This Reply forced the Tears from my 
Eyes, and my Heart ſuggeſted to me, that 
it was a diſhonourable Evaſion, contrived 
by the Magician; however, I was wil- 


ling to think that Suſpicion unjuſt, and 7 


ſtill imagined I had to do with a Man 
of Probity, Wiſdom and Humanity : 

This Perſuaſion obliged me to conſent 
to the Delay he deſired ; but, alas! how 
fatal was that Delay to my Repole ! For, 
in this Interval, I had too many Opportu- 
Nities of entertaining the Princeſs Chacma ; 
and the faithleſs fair One, conceiving a fa- 
vourable Idea of my Youth, and the lit- 
tle Agreeablenefs, with which Nature had 
perhaps indulged me, drew a fatal Com- 


pariſon between me and her. Husband, the 


Reſult of which, was not to his Advan- 


tage, and at the ſame Time, feduced her 
into a Paſſion for me, the moſt violent that 


One 


| ce Poldly be e . 
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One Day, as we enjoyed the cooling 
Gales in a Grove, near the Palace, the 
Princeſs made me an open Declaration of 
the Sentiments of her Heart, ſhe even pro- 
ceeded farther, and earneſtly ſollicited me 
to ſatisfy her criminal Deſires; I was ſo 
confounded at this unexpected Confeſſion, 
that my Face was covered with Bluſhes, 
and I was deliberat ing what Reply to make, 
= when thePrinceſs, impatient to behold ſome 
= Evidence of my Conformity to her Paſſi- 
= on, reſumed her Diſcourſe in this Manner 
I have a mortal Averſion for the Magici- 
an my Husband, and am fully determin- 
ed to end his Days by Poiſon ; when I 
have accompliſhed this, I will gladly re- 
fign to you, the Throne of my Father's ; 
and this Scheme I intend to execute the 
Moment you accept of the Heart I offer 
FOR WERE TD | 
This Propoſal appeared to me ſo un- 
ſpeakably infamous, that I even ſuſpected 
1 was under ſome Illuſion; Ah Madam! 
ſaid I, what Deſign is this you entertain! 
Is it poſſible you no longer remember 
what your Husband has done for your 
Sake? 'Tis but very lately that you re- 
cewed your Liberty from him, and en- 
gaged your ſelf by nuptial Vows to be 
faithful to his Paſſion; he treats you with 
all the Tenderneſs of a Lover; his impor- 
= 55 tant 
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tant Services, his untainted Affection, and 

our indiſpenſable, Duty, plead aloud in 
his Favour. - Oh my Prince! replied fhe, 
you are unacquainted with the Exceſs of 
my Paſſion; Duty and Gratitude make but 
weak Oppoeſitions to the Fervours with 
which I adore you; permit me, therefore, 
to diſengage my ſelf from a Husband 
1 can no longer love, and conſent to be 
at once the Soveraign of my People, and 
the Monarch of my Heart, 
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No, Madam, interrupted I, tis abſolute- ed 
iy impoſſible for me to approve ſuch a De- pol 
ign, and you diſhonour me not a little, when the 
you ſuſpect me capable of the leaſt Incli- Pri 
nation to that Barbarity and In juſtice; 11 Lo 
am a Prince, driven from my Dominions, the 
but, notwithſtanding my Misfortunes, I W my 
can never think of riſing to a Throne by plie 
criminal Meaſures, nor would I degenerate in 
from the Character that becomes a Perſon MW the 
of my Rank, to gain even the Empire of © the 
the World: But, could I poſſibly accept nuec 
your Offers, you ſoon would have Reaſon and 
to tremble. at the Conſequence, for the tor: 
very. Power, with which you deſire to in- Em 
veſt me, would be only imvloyed by me £28 
„ 1 % x 339515 2 12 at 
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in puniſhing you for your Perfidy and In- 
gratitude. 5 9710 

The Princeſs, whom my Menaces and 
Scotn had exceedingly enraged, was on 
the Point of making me a Reply, when 


he was ſuddenly alarmed by the Steps of 


her Husband, who then advanced towards 
us: She ſtood ſpeechleſs, and confuſed at 
this unexpected Interruption ; and, for my 


Part, I was filled with Indignation, at 


what I had heard. As to the Magician, 
he became immediately convinced, that the 
Emotions we diſcovered, were occaſioned 
by ſomething extraordinary, that had pafl- 
ed between us. What is it that diſcom- 
poſes you ſo much, Madam, ſaid he to 
the Princeſs ? I obſerve, that you and-the 
Prince have ſomething pecuhar in your 
Looks; Is my Preſence the Occaſion of 
the Diſorder you both - diſcloſe ? That, 
my Lord, is far from being the Cauſe, re- 
plied the Princeſs, and if I appear to you 
in any Confuſion, you mult aſcribe it to 
the moving Sollicitations made to me by 
the Prince: A few Moments ago, conti- 
nued ſhe, he threw himſelf at my Feet, 
and intreated me to prevail upon you, to re- 
{tore the Queen of Hattun Rucana to his 
Embraces ; he afſured me, you had en- 
gaged yourſelf by an Oath, to accompliſh 
that pleaſing Office, and.he even promiſed 

35 me 
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me one of his Taliſinans, if I ſucceeded in 
the Requeſt I was preparing to make 
you. 5 1 


I trembled, and changed Colour at 


the firſt Words of this Reply, but the 
Concluſion almoſt drove me to Deſtracti- 
on, and rendered me incapable of uttermg 

a Word: The Magician imputed my 
Silence to a Motive very different from 
that which occaſioned it; Prince, faid he, 
I am ſenſible of your ardent Deſire to 
be united to the Queen of Ha!tun Ruca- 
na, and promiſe. you all the Satisfaction 


you can ask ; this very Day you ſhall 


told her in your Arms, and now let me 
know which of your two Rings you in- 
tend to offer us. | 


I was then reduced to a ſtrange Situati- 


on; for, on the one Hand, as I had no 
Intention to part with either of my Taly- 


mans, ſo, on the other, I durſt nat contra= WM 
dict the Princeſs, for fear of being oblig- i 


ed to publiſh her Weakneſs and Incon- 
| Nancy, which, if I had done, I ſhould 
have thought my felf guilty of an un- 
pardonable Meanneſs of Soul, and there- 
tore, in the Perplexity that hung upon me, 
I. thought it beſt to continue filent. I 


likewiſe hoped that the, Magician, when 


he obſerved how much I was diſquieted, 
would not be ſo unreaſonable as the FR 
| 55 ce, 
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ceſs, and I could not help flattering my 


= ſelf, that, when he reflected on my paſt 
Services, and the ſolemn Oath he had tak- 


en, he could not, in Juſtice and Honour, 
demand from me a double Recompenſe 
for the Favour I deſired him to grant 
me. . 

But ah! how much was IJ deceived in 
my Surmiſes ! For the Traitor ſoon gave 


me Reaſon to ſuſpe& he acted in Concert 


with his perfidious Wife : I perceive, 


S faid he, you have not determined which 


of the Talſmans will be moſt proper for 
you to keep, and therefore I allow you all 
the Time you deſire, to fix your Choice; 
but ſhould you begin to repent of your 
own Offer, continued he, I ſhall not be 
extremely pleaſed to ſee you impole on the 
Princeſs ſo groſly 3 and, I ſwear by my 
Head, that I will never undertake an 


Page in your Favour, till I fee her in 


oſſeſſion of one of your Rings. 


The Magician, at the Cloſe of this Diſ- 
courſe, took the Princeſs by the Hand, 


and led her out of the Grove, leaving me 


to reflect on the Particulars of what I had 


heard: I was then overwheimed with Mel- 
ancholy, at the treacherous Proceeding I 


had experienced; the Tears flowed from 


my Eyes without Intermiſſion, and my 
Deſpair was on the Point of forcing me to 
| lome 
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ſome fatal Extremety againſt my elf ; 
but when I had indulged this Dejection 
of Soul for ſome Hours, I conſidered, 
that all the Sorrows I could poſſibly ſul. ö 
tain, would never cloſe the Scene of my Miſ- 
fortunes 3 beſides, I thought it ſo puſilani- 
mous, to be altogether averſe to Con- 
ſolation, that I imagined the Glory I had 
acquired would be greatly impaired by 
ſuch a Conduct; I am degenerating too 
much from a manly Fortitude, faid I to 
my ſelf; the Gods are the only Diſpoſers 
of each Event that awaits me; I am bleſ- 
ſed with Life, by their Bounty, and they 
have a Right to reſume that Gift when 
they pleaſe : If my preſent Afflictions are 
conſiſtent with their wiſe : Purpoſes, I can, 
at leaſt, believe they have not preordain- 
ed me to perpetual Wretchedneſs; but, 
ſhould they fu 10 ffer me to waſte the Re- 
mainder of my Days, in the ſevereſt Ca- 
lamities, what Prerogative have I to op- 
poſe their Will? It would be more duti- 
tul in me, to grow perſuaded they intend 
to recompenſe me, in this World, or a 
better, for all the Miſeries they are pleaſed 
to allot me, ſince Juſtice | is nſeperablc 
from their Diſpenſations to Man. 
As I found my ſelf re- animated by 
_ theſe Reflexions, I, at laſt, retired to my 
Apartment .in the Palace, and was there 
| 5 em- 


PERUV'IAN TALES. 119 
employed in new Meditations, when one 
of the Domeſticks, appointed by the 
Queen to attend me, came to receive 


ſincere and compaſſionate in his Diſpoſiti- 
on, and as he beheld an Air of Melan- 


choly in my Countenance, he continued 


ſilent for ſome Time; but -perceiving I 


Was ſo loſt in Thought, as to be inſenſi- 


ble of his Preſence 3 Prince, ſaid he, I am 


6 as much affected by your Inquietudes as 


your ſelf, and would willingly offer you 


all the Relief in my Power; I have a na- 
tural Inclination to affiſt the unfortunate, 


and intreat you to acquaint me whether I 


can poſſibly be uſeful to you in any Par- 
| ticular. f 34 | 


* x 


My worthy Friend, replied I, it ſnould 


ſeem, by what I am fated to ſuffer, that 
the Gods have marked me out of the 


moſt miſerable of Mortals ; I have been 
expoſed to the Rage of Envy, from my 
early Youth ; the Malice and Barbarity of 
my Enemies, deprived me of a Father I 
tenderly loved; a tyrannical Uſurper diſ- 
poſſeſſed me of my Dominions, and ſince 
that fatal Period, I have ſuffered innume- 
rable Calamities 3 an unſucceſsful War, re- 
duced me to Captivity, and when my Ad- 
verſaries intended to devour me, at a pub- 
lick Feftival, nothing but the ns 
a f 
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Aid I then received, could have accom- | 
phe my Preſervation: Since that Event, 
1 expoſed my ſelf to the Danger of leap- 
ing over a | dreadful Opening in the Earth, 
twenty-one Cubits wide, and when I had 
ſucceeded in that Enterpriſe, I killed a Gi- 
ant of a ſtupendous Size; but, at the In- a 
ſtant when I expected the Recompenſe Þ ti 
* me by the Oracle of the Gods, 
I was violently deprived. of the Princeſs, 
for whoſe Sake I engaged in the two 
laſt Adventures, and who. conſented to be 
the amiable Reward of all the Perils I 
had ſuſtained : I was likewiſe precipi- 
tated into the Depths of. the, Ocean, and 
my. Death would then have been inevita- 
ble, had not a ſuperior Power compaſſio- 
nately interpoſed for my Deliverance ; but 
it ſeems I have eſcaped all theſe Dangers, 
only to be expoſed to others more threat- 
ning and unſurmountable. 


* 


My Grief made me incapable of ſaying 
more, and could only expreſs it ſelf in 
Sighs and Tears, which ſo exceedingly at- W mand 
_ fected Tacma, for that was the Name oi N willin 
my fympathiling Friend, that he directed ¶ you n 
his Diſcourſe to me in this Manner ; Wit6 t 
Prince, ſaid he, I was unacquainted with W interr; 
the Misfortunes you. ſuffered, before your WW treach 
Arrival in this Country, and could be Wniheq 
only conſcious of your Diſpleaſure at the Wblithir 
nn | Ma- Vo 
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Miagician's Violation of his Promiſe ; per- 


t, | haps, even now, you may be ignorant of 
p- FE the Combination between him and the 
h, Princeſs, to deprive you of both your Ta- 
id BR /i/mars, but you may believe me, when I 
i- © aflure you, the Fact is undeniable ; they 
n- IX arc ſenſible of your extraordinary Affec- 
te tion for the Queen of Hattun Rucana, and 
Is, flatter themfelves, you will ſacrifice both 
1s, the Treaſures you poſſeſs, to obtain that 
wo Princeſs; for which Reaſon, you may be 
be certain, the Magician will never afford you 
3 I the Aſſiſtance he formerly promiſed 
pi-unleſs you comply with the Conditions I 
and have mentioned. 


Theſe Words entirely diſcompoſed me 
anew, and my Heart flamed with Indig- 
mation, at ſuch a diſhonourable Proceed- 
ers, N ing; How ! ſaid I, will they not be ſatis- 
eat- tied with one of my Talimans, but muſt 

be ſo inſatiable as to require both] Such 

ing Nis their Intention, I aſſure you, replied Tac- 
f in na, and if, as yet, they have only de- 
7 at- manded one, it was, becauſe they were un- 
e of willing to ſurpriſe you, too ſuddenly, but 
cted ¶ you may reſt perſuaded, they intend to poſ- 
{els the two Rings. I am very ſenſible, 
interrupted I, the Generality of Men are 
treacherous and unjuſt 3. but, am aſto- 
niſned, that Envy can be capable of eſta- 
bliſhing her Empire, in the Heart of a 
Yo... It. 5 Pria- 
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Princeſs, whoſe Ambition, in my Opini- |* 
on, ſhould be ſufficiently ſatisfied with 
her Deliverance from Captivity, and her 
Exaltation to the J hrone of her Anceſtors ; 
nor am I leſs ſurpriſed, that a Magician, 
who poſſeſſes the Lance of the Prophet 
Huamachu, ſhould envy me the Enjoyment Þ* 
of a Property, ſo inferior in Value to his 
own: Alas! continued I, Why don't they, BT. 
by my Death, obtain theſe Treafures, ! 
which they know I will never reſign, but 
with my Life ! = 


HOUR XXXIX. 


Prince, replied Tacma, they would long 
ago have had Recourſe to that Extremi- 
ty, could they have imagined it advanta- 
geous to their Deſign; but the Magician i 
conſcious thoſe Taliſmans would be diveſt- 
ed of all their Virtue, were he to obtain 
them by the Effuſion of Blood, or any 
Act of Violence whatever; and therefore 
he, and the Princeſs, hope a Length of 
Time will leſſen your Reluctance, to re- 

ſign them. We ſhall ſoon ſee, faid ], 
what the Gods are pleaſed to ordain in 
this Conjuncture; for my Part, I am fix- 
ed jn my Reſolution, to ſacrifice my very 

Life for the Service of my deareſt Queen, 
but my Talymans are infinitely more pre- 

1 cious 
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cious to me than the Being I enjoy; be- 
X ſides, it is impoſſible for me to diſpoſe of 
them, were I ſo inclined, and therefore 
they ſhall never be transferred to another 
22 Maſter, whilſt I have Breath to preſerve 
het them; but, I ſuppoſe, the Diſpleaſure they 
BE will entertain at my Perſeverance in this 
his BR Reſolution, will engage them in ſome At- 
tempt on my Life, or my Liberty, at 
wy leaſt. | 5 
Hear me once more, Prince, replied 
Jacma; I cannot perſuade my ſelf, they 
vill ever form any Attempt againſt your 
Life, or even caſt you into Priſon ; but 
your greateſt Misfortune is, that tho' they. 
ſhould not reſolve on either of theſe Exceſ- 
ſes, your Affairs will not be in a better 
Situation than they are at this Time; and, 
indeed, I am unable to foreſee any favou- 
rable Event of your Deſires: I cannot poſ- 
fibly adviſe you to part with your Taliſinaus, 
for, Lam ſenſible, they are preferable to 
the Monarchy of two Kingdoms, and muſt 
acknowledge the Injuſtice,both of the Prin- 
cels and the Magician, in demanding two 
ſuch ineſtimable Gratuities, for a Favour 
you have already purchaſed with ſuch im- 
portant Services: In ſhort, Sir, I can on- 
ly counſel you to refer your ſelf to the 
Gods, who. are able to reſtore the Queen 
of Hatiun Rucana to your Wiſhes, with- 
G2 our 
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out the Aid of a Magician: The viſible 
Protection they have fo frequently afforded 


you, is a favourable Earneſt of the Aſſi- - 
ſtance they deſign to grant you hereafter ; | ,, 
a Man of Virtue and Honour, who truly!“ * 
fears and adores them, can never be the ve 
Object of their Averſion; but they always J 
fruſtrate the Combinations of unjuſt Per-. c. 
ſons, and purſue the Crimes of perjured th. 
Mortals, with Conſequences very different jur 
from their Expectations. WU, 
Whilſt Tacma, and my ſelf, were in. 4, 
gaged in this Diſcourſe, a Perſon came to ;, 
give me Notice, that the Magician defir- you 
ed to ſee me; upon which, I immediate. am 
ly went to his Apartment: At my Arrival ven 
there, he did not riſe from his Seat to re- mit 
ceive me, as uſual, and every Feature in 4 
his Countenance gloomed with Fury. Per- ao 
fidious Man! ſaid he, have you ſo ſoon fleg 
forgotten our Agreement for mutually MW fruc 
aiding each other in our Undertakings ! Is MW as 1 
it poſſible then, that neither my Promiſcs ply, 
to tuccour you, nor the honourable Recep- MW fome 
tion we have afforded you in theſe Domi- hear 
nions, ſhouid be ſufficient to reſtrain you ed or 
from injuring me in an Inſtance, that, of are y 


all others, molt affects my Honour and pear 

Repole !-:- 8 „„ 
My Lord, ſaid I, with an undaunted Evide 

Tone of Voice, I have been fo far from is yg 
5 8 ſuffering | 
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ſuffering the Agreement you mention to 


lip out of my Remembrance, that I have 
actually performed every Condition of it, 
which was incumbent on me, and only 
wait for the Accompliſhment of your Part ; 
you muſt, therefore, permit me to tell you, 


cannot be conſcious of any Thing 
that might induce you to ſay, I have in- 


Ungrateful Traitor! replied the Magician, 
do you conſider your unworthy Conduct 


to the Princeſs my Wife? But whether 
you are pleated to remember it or not, I 


am determined to have the ſevereſt Re- 


Oo 


= venge, for the Outrage you have com- 


| mitted againſt her Honour. 


Tho? I was far from being intimidated 


at this Menace, yet, I muſt cenſeſßs, the Re- 


flection with which he attacked me, 
ſtruck me dumb for ſome Moments; bur, 
as I found it neceſſary 


to give him a Re- 


ply, My Lord, faid I, A es are 
ſometimes very deceĩving, and we frequently 


bear of Accufations, which are only found- 


ed on the Malice of the Defamer : Where 


are your Informers, that Witneſſes will ap- 
pear to prove the Crime imputed. to my 
Conduct, or have you already found their 
Evidence deciſive ? The Princeſs her ſelf 
is your Accuſer, replied the Magician, 

| "Wy | my 
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my injured Wife reproaches you for your Þ* 
Preſumption: Do you imagine then, 1 can m 

ſuſpect the Truth of her Complaints, and foi 

is a Teſtimony like this, liable to the leaſt. D 

Objection ?  - ha 


At this Diſcourſe, JI affected an Air of tir 
Aſtoniſhment; Great Gods. ſaid I, with pr 
a loud Exclamation, am I accuſed by the S 
Princeſs ! permit me then, to ask you, my bu 
Lord, what Opinion you will entertain of th 
ſuch a Proceeding, ſhould I give you the re: 
moſt ſolemn Aſſurance, that I never made oi 
the leaſt Attempt on the Honour of your the 
ucen ? Will her Aſſertion alone be 1uf- WW © 
ficient to determine your Judgment? Ah un! 
Villain! cried the Magician, you add In- the 
ſolence to Guilt, ſeize the Traitor, conti- the 
nued he, and drag him to Priſon ! fro 
This Command was immediately obey- Bu 
ed, and his Officers hurried me to a deep thr 
and gloomy Dungeon, where the cold me 
Earth was the only Bed they allowed pic 
me to repoſe on, and, to compleat the or: 
Severity of this inhuman Treatment, my dia 
Keepers were ordered to ſupply me with len 
Food but once a Day, and the Quantity dec 
they then brought me, was ſcarce ſufficient the 
to preſerve me from ſtarving. * ſtil 
I continued fifteen Days in this miſera- ap] 
ble Reſtraint, without ſeeing any Mortal W go 


but the Goaler, and even he was com- 
. manded 


=k 
2 
9 
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Z manded to forbear all Converſation with 


me, upon any Account whatever, In this 
forlorn Condition, did I frequently invoke 

cath, to relieve me, ſince my Sufferings 
had now made Life my Averſion; ſome- 
times I condemned the Impatience- I ex- 
preſſed, and endeavoured. to fortify my 
Soul againtt all the Aſſaults of Fortune; 
but, when 1 reflected on my Dream in 
the Palace of the King of Silence, I was 
ready to relapſe into my former Dejecti- 
on; O deluſive Viſion! ſaid I, how haſt 
thou abuſed my Credulity! Why was I 


bo weak as to credit what thou didſt then 


unfold, in my unhappy Slumber ! Are 
theſe the Expedients I was to obtain in 
the Iſle of Puna, for. my, Deliverance 


from the Perplexities that ſurround me ! 


But when I had indulged my Sorrows in 


this Language, I began, the next Mo- 


ment, to charge theſe Emotions with Im- 


_ piety 3 Great Goddeſs ! faid I, who didſt 


graciouſly condeſcend to manifeſt thy ra- 
diant Form to my View, I will never be- 
lieve thou could*ſt have any Intention to 
deceive me; I have certainly incenſed 
thee, by ſome criminal Behaviour, but I 
ſtill hope, when my Sighs and Tears have 
appeaſed thee, thou wilt ſoften the Ri- 


Sour of my Misfortunes. 


G4 1 When 


_ 
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When 1 had lingred out fifteen Days in 
my Priſon, Tacma, that worthy Domeſtic, 
who had ſerved me ſo faithfully, came to 
viſit me, by the Order of the Magici- 
an and his Queen, The pale Glare of 
a Lamp, which he held in his Hand, gave 
him a ſad View of my deplorable Condi- 
tion, and he was ſo affected with what 
he beheld, that his Eyes ſtreamed with 
generous Tears. Unhappy Prince! ſaid 
he, with, a Sigh, I am charged with a 
Commiſſion, that, to my. Sorrow, will 
be diſagreeable to the Man I love! In 
our laſt Converſation, I ſeemed to pre- 
fage the melancholy Tydings of which 
Jam now to be the Meſſenger: You are 
commanded to reſign your Tal/mans, and 
throw your ſelf. on the Mercy of the Prin- 
ceſs, and if you refuſe the | Compliance 
they expect, you are doomed to die by the 
vile Hands of an Executioner ; but it you 
gratify the Deſires of thoſe who have ſent 
me to viſit you in this Dungeon, I 
am commiſſioned to promiſe you your Li- 
berty, and the Aſſiſtance of the Magici- 


an to deliver the Queen of Hatlun Ru- 


cana from her Captivity. | 

As a melancholy Silence was all: my 
Reply to Tacma's Diſcourſe, my Lord, 
ſaid he, when I was coming to this Place, 
I had determined within my felt to per- 


ſuade 
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ſuade you to be inflexible to all I had to 
offer; but the diſmal State, to which I 
ſee you reduced, has made me change my 
Opinion, and, if I have any Influence o- 


ver you, I would employ it all to gain 


3 Jour Conſent, _ to the Propoſal you have 


eard : The weak Condition in which you 


now appear, fills me with greater Ap- 
prehenſions than the Menace of the Magi- 
Ccian, to cut you off by a ſhameful Death, 
for what ever his Rage may prompt him 
to utter, I can never believe he will be 


guilty of ſuch monſtrous Injuſtice : But 


f tho? he ſhould not proceed to this Extreme, 
what Probability is there of your living 


any Length of Time in this diſmal Pri- 
ſon, where their Cruelty allows. you ſo lit- 


tle Food to ſupport decaying Nature? 


Conſider, Sir, that before you enjoyed 


your Tali/mans, you thought your: ſelt the 
happieſt of Mankind, in the Poſſeſſion of 


the Queen of Hatiun Rucana, and will 


the Merit of that Princeſs be now dimi- 
| niſhed, for the Loſs of thoſe two Rings ? 
Believe me, Prince, it is your Intereſt to 
| comply with the Counſel I offer you in 
| the Anguiſh of my Soul; we ſhould en- 


deavour to extricate ourſelves from Cala- 


mity, as well as the Circumſtances of our 
Affairs will permit, and there can be no 


G 5 Ob- 
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Objection againſt the Sacrifice of one 

Member, for the Preſervation of the reſt. 
HOUR XI. 


Is it from you, then, replied I, that this 4 
Language flows, and can it be poſſible, BY 


that my dear and faithful Tacma ſhould Þ* 


offer me any Advice ſo fatal to my Wel- 
fare? No, continued I, as deplorable as 
my preſent Situation may appear, I will 
never be ſo unmanſy, as to part with my 
Taliſmnans; if J muſt die by the Hands of 


a ſavage Executioner, I am prepared to 


meet my Fate, or ſhould my Tyrants doom 
me to languſh away my Life in this 
ghaſtly Dungeon, 1 am determined to 
wait, with Patience, till Death brings a 
final Period to my Woes. You may, there- {i 
fore, tell the Princeſs, and her Husband, 
that it is in vain for them to entertain a- 
ny Hopes of ſeducing me to their inhu- WW 
man Purpoſe, and aſſure them, that, it 
they continue to perſecute me in this inho- 
ſpitable Manner, they will add Injuſtice 
to Treachery, which are two Crimes 
the Gods will, ſooner or later, not fail to 
puniſh, FVV 
Tacma withdrew, when I had made this 
Declaration of my Mind, but it was not 
long before I ſaw him return. Unfortunate 
| | Prince! 
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Prince! ſaid he, when he approached me, 
calm the Diſcontents of your Soul, and 
forbear to waſte away your Life in Sorrow; 


I am now enabled to afford you ſome Mi- 


tigation of your Anxiety; the Magician 


ſeems to intereſt himſelf in your Preſerva- 
tion, and only commands you not to ap- 


proach his Perſon, til] you recerve Orders 


to that Effect: You have alſo his Permiſ- 
ſion to paſs your Time in what Place 


Traitor then refuſe me theAffiftance he pro- 
miſed, when he engaged me in his Ser- 
vice? 


My Lord, replied 7. acma, you ha ve no 
longer any Reaſon to deſpair, for tho 


= the Magician is not one who ſtrictly con- 


forms himſelf to the Rules of Juſtice, yet, 
I can aſſure you, he has not a Heart of A- 


damant; and the Liberty you now. re- 


ceive, is ſome Proof of what I advance, 
When I repreſented to him the melancho- 
ly Condition in which I found you, he 
was ſo touched with Compaſſion, that he 


immediately conſented to your Enlarge- 


ment; and I believe the Time may come, 
when ſome affecting Senſe of your Miſ- 


fortunes, or a conſcious Shame for the 


Violation of his Promiſe to relieve you, 
will incline him to make you a voluntary 
| gs, Offer 


4 . 
„4 92 3 
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Offer to conduct you to the Iſle of Usi. 
Be that, ſaid I, as the Gods are pleaſed to 


determine, it has been my Lot to paſs 


thro' ſuch a Series of Misfortunes, as, at 


laſt, has rendered them familiar to me; 


it 5 true, indeed, the Calamit ies to which I 


may yet be deſtined, will increaſe the Num- 


ber of thoſe I have already ſuffered ; 
but, it is impoſſible for them to be more 
agonizing to my Soul than the paſt. 

At the Concluſion of this Diſcourſe, I 
endeavoured to raiſe my ſelf from the 
Earth on which I lay, but my Strength 
was ſo impaired, that I could not move 
without the Aſſiſtance of Tacma, who ten- 
dered me his Hand, and ſupported my 


weak Steps: We then left the Priſon, and 


withdrew from the Capital, but did 
not make any conſiderable Remove, for 
the Length and Severity of my Con- 
finement, had ſo emaciated all my Limbs, 


4 I was not in a Condition to undertake 


jong Journey, and therefore J found 


5 _ ſelt obliged to ſtop, with my kind 


Conductor, at a little Cot, about thrice 
the Diſtance of a Bow-ſhot from the Ci- 


ty. Tacma recommended me to the Care 
of the Maſter of that rural Manſion, and 


after he had promiſed to inform me of all 
the Tranſactions at Court, which ſhould 
have any Relation to my Affairs, he gave 
. ä me 
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me a friendly F arewel, and returned to the 
Capital. 

My Health demand but Dory! not- 
withſtanding all the Advantages I then 
enjoyed of Reſt, and Salutary Food, join- 


ed with the obliging Care of my compaſ- 


ſionate Hoſt: Such Inquietudes of Mind, 
as I then ſuffered, convert all Remedies 
into Poiſon ; however, when I had paſſ- 
ed eight Days in this Habitation, finding 
my ſelf ſtrong enough to walk, I retired 
to a little Wood, near the Cottage in 


which I lived, but was frequently oblig- 


ed to ſtop in my Way thither, to wear 
off the Fatigue I received by that mode- 
rate Exerciſe. When I arrived at the 


| Thicket, I ſtretched my {ſelf on the 


ſhaded Graſs, and began to ſink into a 
pleaſing Slumber 3 but I had not enjoy- 
ed that Refreſhment many Moments be- 


fore I was awakened, by a Noiſe: that 


ſeemed. to be occa fioned by ſome neigh- 


2 bouring Caule 3 at this Allarm, I ſtarted 


a little, and beheld, with infinite Aſton- 
iſhment, a huge Lioneis, advancing to- 
wards me with a very majeſtick Pace. 
The Aſpect of this Creature, and my 
Confidence in the Vittue I knew one of 
my Taliſmans exerted againſt all terreſtial 
Animals, prevented me from being afﬀect- 
l with much Conſternation at what I 

8 | laws: 
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faw, for which Reaſon, I compoſed my 
ſelf into my former Poſture, with my 
Head reſting on one of my Hands; but 
all the Tranquility I pretended to aſſume, 
on this Occafion, did not ſecure me from 
ſome Embarraſment, at a Viſit I fo little 
— . ; 
1, however, ſoon recovered my uſual 
Sedateneſs of Mind, when I had ſurveyed 
the Lionefs as ſhe ftood by my Side ; 
for this Creature did not diſcover any of 
the Fierceneſs natural to Animals of her 
Species, and the reſpectful Air with which 
fhe made her Approach, effectually con- 
vinced me, I had nothing to fear; ſhe 
bowed: down her Head, and affectionate- 
licked my Hands and Feet, and when 
e had finiſhed this Inſtance of her Af- 
fection, ſhe couched her ſelf cloſe on my 
right Side, at the ſame Time preſenting 
me with her Teats, and intimating by 
ſeveral Signs, that ſhe furniſhed me with 
the Means of recovering my Strength; 
1 heſitated whether I ſhould comply 
with her Invitation or not, and the 
_ {mall Society I, till then, ever had 
with thoſe Creatures, made me decline her 
_ Offers for ſome Time; but, at laſt, I com- 
lied with the repeated Inſtances of her 
enevolence, and the Milk I then ex- 
tracted from her Duggs, regaled me ug 
. | | Men 
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2 Flavour much more exquiſite than the 
Food which nouriſhes Mortals, had ever af- 
forded me: It was likewiſe ſucceeded by 
another Circumſtance, ſtill more extraor- 
dinary 3 for, it not only reſtored me in an 
Inſtant, all the Strength I had loft, but 
has ever ſince preſerved me from the Incon- 
veniencies of Hunger and Thirft, and as 
| indefatigable as I have been, from that 
Time, in the Labours I have undertaken, 
and the long Journies I have accompliſh- 
ed, I never needed the leaſt Refreſhment 
of Food, ian 248k 
When I became ſufficiently convinced 
of the ſurpriſing Change, which had ope- 
rated upon me, I offered my Tribute of 
Gratitude to the Gods, with a full Con- 
viction, that the Aſſiſtance I received, was 
diſpenſed by their propitious Hands. I 
then recollected all the paſt Events of 
my Life, wherein I had experienced 
their Protection, but when I meditated 
on the ungenerous Artifice, by which the 
Princeſs of ' Chacma endeavoured to deprive 
me of my Taiſmans, I could not reſtrain 
my ſelf from ſome Exclamations of Re- 
ſentment. Ah perfidious Woman! ſaid I, 
the Gods will one Day avenge me on your 
Ingratitude and Barbarity! At theſe 
Words, the Lioneſs aſſumed the furious 
Air of thoſe Animals; ſhe made the Woods 
5 : tremble 


2 


136 PERUVIAN TALES. 
tremble with her tremendous Roar, and 
glred upon me with Eyes that darted 
Sparkles of Flame; but when ſhe ſaw 
that I, inſtead of uttering a Word to 
ſooth her, was ſeized with a Rage equal 
to her own, ſhe ſuddenly ſprung up from 
the Graſs on which ſhe had laid her ſelf, 
and fled towards the Capital, as ſwiftly 
as if ſhe had been aided by the Wings of 
the Wind. Tal. | 
I was, for ſome Time, unable to ac- 
count for this ſudden Emotion; but, af- 
ter a; few Reflections, I began to imagine 
that the Lioneſs, having heard my Com- 
plaints againſt the Princeſs, had left me, 
with an Intention to avenge my Wrongs 
her ſelf, I was not miſtaken in this Sur- 
miſe, and my beloved Tacma immediate- 
ly came to acquaint me with what had 
happened in the Palace. Ah Prince! ſaid 
he, I am once more fated to inform you 
of new Misfortunes! The miſerable Death 
of the Princeſs, fills me with mortal Ap- 
prehenſions on your Account: A raging 
Lioneſs appeared a few Moments ago, 
in the great Square, and all the People 
who beheld her, were half dead with Hor- 
ror; ſome ſhut themſelves in their Houſes, 
and others fled from the Capital: In the 
mean Time, the Animal ſtalked with a 
furious Air to the Palace, and forced her 


Way 
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Way into the Apartment where I then 
attended the Queen; the dreadful Beaſt 
& ſprung upon her in an Inſtant, and is now 
EZ devouring her dead Body; for my Part, 
continued Tacma, I am perſuaded, this E- 
vent is an Inſtance of divine Vengeance; 
but can you think, the Magician will en- 
© certain the ſame Opinion? He is now ab- 
E ſent, and will continue ſo for ſome 


Days; but I am very apprehenſive, that 


when he returns, he will imagine you have 


been the Author of this fatal Tragedy : 
Ah! whither will you fly for Refuge! In 
what Solitude can you ſhrowd your ſelf 
from his Rage. NE nds 
| | Great Gods! exclaimed I, will you 
always perſecute an unfortunate Prince, and 
am I never to emerge out of one Danger, 
but to be plunged into another! To what 
new Diſaſter am I now reſerved? The 
whole World cannot afford me one Re- 
ceſs, where I may be covered from the 
Magician's Fury; he would find me out, 
though I were lodged in the Bowels of the 
Earth; you alone, O celeſtial Beings, can 
guard me from his Indignation, for, you 
are truly omnipotent! Have you, till now, 
accorded me your Protection, with no o- 
ther Deſign than to abandon me in my 
greateſt Neceſſity? Alas ! I may even pre- 
lume to ſay, your own Glory pleads, in 
E:- lome 


o 


138 PERUYTAN TALES. 


ſome Meaſure, for the Succours I implore- * 


for, how will your Oracles be accompliſh- 


ed, ſhould you ſuffer me to periſh at this 
JanQure, x 1 E 
The Moment J had uttered theſe Words, 

all the Faculties of my Soul ſeemed to be 
1 or I might rather be faid, to 
. yield to a Kind of Extacy, which the 
Gods diffuſed through all my vital Pow- 
ers, to inſpire me with proper Ideas of 
the Conduct I was to purſue : My Eye- 
Lids cloſed, and all my Senſes no longer 
forks their natural Functions. Whilſt 

was under the Impreſſions of this Trance, 
I beheld a viſionary Form, whoſe A ſpect 
diſcloſed all theLineamentsI obſerved in the 
Countenance of the Goddeſs, who appear- 
ed to me when I ſlumbered in the Pa- 
hace of the King of Silence: This Appa- 
rition approached me, and, at the ſame 
Time, expreſſed her ſelf to this Effect; 
Prince, ſaid ſhe, is it Ignorance, or Weak- 
nes; is it Diſtruſt or any premeditated 
Deſign that induces you to continue here, 
in this State of Mourning and De jection? 
Why do you ſtay any longer in this dole- 
ful Region, to waſte away your Youth in 
Sorrow and Impatience ? Ceaſe all your 
Complaints and Diſſatisfactions, and ei- 
deavour to bring your afflictive Labours to 
R ee gs 
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In this Manner, was I addreſſed by the 
Phantom, and, notwithſtanding my Con- 


fuſion, at her Reproaches, I made her the 


following Reply; Great Goddeſs! ſaid I, for 
ſurely I am now ſpeaking to a Divinity, it is 
with much Reluctance, that I remain in 
this Place; but fince ſo much Generoſity 
and Compaſſion ſhine in all your Lan- 
guage, condeſcend to inform me how I 


may transfer my ſelf to the Ifle of Uri. 
Teach me, I intreat you, the happy Means 


to deliver the Queen of Hattun Rucana, 
from her ſad Captivity. 


HOUR XII. 
What is this you requeſt? replied the 


amiable Form; have you already forgot- 
ten the Offer made you by the King of 
{ Silence, and is all the Language you heard 


from me, the laſt Night you ſlumbered 


in the Palace of that Prince, loſt in Obli- 


vion? The Ifle of Puna was to furniſh 


you with Expedients to diſengage you - 
from your Difficulties but Y there 
is at preſent no Neceſſity of having Re- 
courſe - to the King of Silence, for do you 
not wear a Ring on your Finger, which 
gives you an abſolute Dominion over the 
Birds? Why then do you not command - - 
one of the Tribe to wait. you over the 

2 „ Ocean? 


149 PERUVIAN TALES. 
Ocean? You never will be in a Condition 
to preſent the Queen of Haltun Rucana 
with the Bleſſing of Liberty, till you have 
obtained the Lance of the Prophet Hua- 
machu ; why then do you delay to ſearch 
for a Treaſure you ought to wiſh for 
with the greateſt Ardour and Impatience? 
My Soul was tortured with new Pangs 
of Sorrow, when I heard I was to reviſit 
the Ifle of Puna, where I was apprehen- 
five of meeting the exaſperated Magician; 
I exerted, however, all the Reſolution [I 
was able to ſummon. to my Aſſiſtance, 
and endeavoured to riſe above the Cala- 
mities that threatned me: Great Goddeſs, 
faid I, it ſhall be my dutiful Part, to ac- 
compliſh your Commands, but let me in- 
treat you, before you retire, to give me 
ſome Information of the State, ro which 
the Queen of Hallun Rucana is now doom- 
ed; does ſhe ſtill breath the vital Air of 
Heaven, or has ſhe deſcended to the filent 
Regions of the Dead? Vouchſafe to grati- 
fy my Curioſity in this Inſtance ; for what 
can be concealed from the unclouded 
Knowledge of the Gods ? Prince, replied 
the celeſtial Appearance, the Queen has 
been inflexible to all the Sollicitations of 
the Soveraign of Vi; the Gods ſupport 
her with their providential Care, and tho? 
ihe imagines you no longer among the 
. 5 Living, 
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derly as ever, reſolving to die, rather than 


Soul is intirely reſigned to Grief, and ſhe 


& ſhe chooſes to deprive her ſelf of the chear- 
ful Beams of the Sun, rather than behold 
the Author of her Misfortunes. As to any 
other Particulars, purſued the Goddeſs, the 
Time is too precious to be waſted in re- 


moſt effeftual Manner; for, all the An- 
| guiſh you can poſſibly indulge, will never 


miſſion; her Blood is chilled with Hor- 


| vourable Divinity diſappeared from my 
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Living, ſhe continues to love you as ten- 
violate the Fidelity ſhe promiſed you: Her 


bewails your Loſs, without the leaſt Inter- 


ror, when Nlapantac approaches her, and 


lating them, and you will do well, to im- 
prove the preſent Opportunity, in the 


ſoften the Rigour of your Adverſity. 
At the Cloſe of theſe Words, the fa- 


View; but her Language infuſed new For- 
titude through all my Soul; every Pulſe 
began to play with its former Vigour, 
and the Raptures, with which her bene 
volent Language had inſpired me, were 
ſo lively and efficacious, that they ſoon 
awaked me from my Trance: The Mo- 
ment I regained the Uſe of my Faculties, 
J fell proſtate on the Earth, and breathed 
my Gratitude-to the Gods, in humble A- 
dorations, and when I had performed 
that Act of Devotion, I uttered aloud, 

| | this 
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this "fervent Invocation: O ye winged 
Tribes, ſaid I, who inhabit the pure Re- 
gions of Air ! faithful Vaſſals to the en- 
chanted Turquoiſe ! I greatly need ſome 
friendly Aſſiſtance, to convey me to the 
Iſland of Puna. | | | 
I had ſcarce uttered theſe Expreſſions, 
when a Chariot, drawn by two Birds of 
a prodigious Size, deſcended on the Earth; 
I then gave the laſt Farewel to Tacma, 
and thanked him for all the Services he 
had ſo generouſly rendered me: When J 
had thus acquitted my ſelf, I aſcended the 
Chariot, and gave the Birds a Signal for 
Flight, at which, they immediately roſe 
on the Wing, and drew me through a vaſt 
Expanſe of Air; but when J, at laſt, be- 
held the Ifle of Puna below me, I check. 
ed the Reins, and the Birds directed their 
Flight to the Earth; I then deſcended 
from the Chariot, and commanded the wing- 
ed Animals to follow me; I found my 
ſelf in a very ſpacious Plain, in the Mid- 
dle of which I diſcovered a conſiderable 
Cluſter of rural Cots, and beyond them, 
a large and ſplended Pile, which I fup- 

ſed was the Palace where the Monarch 
of the Ifland reſided. he 

TI was exceedingly delighted to find the 
Country inhabited, and directed my Steps 
to the Buildings I ſaw before me 1 but 

was 
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Il was loſt in Aſtoniſnment, when I obſerv- 


ed, at my Arrival, that the People I ex- 
pected to ſee, were only ſo. many Statues 
of Stone; the Streets were filled with 
= Numbers of theſe Figures, who appear- 
ed in a walking Poſture ; others ſeemed 
to be drawing Water from deep Wells; 
ſome carried Piles of Wood on their 
Shoulders; in other Places I ſaw the Forms 
of young Children, whoſe ſeveral Actions 
@ imitated the innocent Play, peculiar to that 
Age. e 
My Surpriſe, at ſuch a miraculous Sight, 
was almoſt inconceivable, and tho* my Curi- 
oſity led me into ſeveral of the Houſes, the 
ſame inanimate Scene ſtill roſe before me; 
I beheld innumerable Shapes of petrified 
Men, and Women, and Children. In 
| ſome Apartments, the Figures were diſ- 
poſed round a Table, as if they were re- 
galing them ſelves with a Collation, and 
where all the Attitudes of ſuch an En- 
terta inment were exhibited in the greateſt 
Perfection; in other Rooms, I beheld 
Women holding young Infants at their 


| Breaſts, and different Chambers preſented | _ 


me with the Appearance of ſeveral Perſons 
extended on Beds, in the ſeeming Enjoy- 
ment of foft Slumber. In a Word, ſo in- 
finite was the Variety of this Spectacle, 
that every Occupation of Life was re- 

N pre- 
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33 in all its natural Exactneſs; my 


yes were never ſatiated with ſurveying this 
amazing Groop of Statues ; their extra- 


ordinary Number, their engaging Beau- 
ty, and their diverfified Forms of Action, 


were ſo many Prodigies, that aſtoniſhed me 
beyond Expreſſion ; Is this, ſaid J, any 
particular Species of Mankind, or may 
call it the wanton Play of Nature ? Is it 
not rather the fatal Mark of ſome Ma- 
gician's Vengeance, or more properly the 
{ad Monument of Divine Juſtice? 


When I had ſufficiently purſued my 


Diſcoveries, in ſeveral of the Houſes, I 


had an Inclination to viſit the great Build- 


ing that roſe above the reſt; but, before 


I could arrive there, it was neceſſary for 


me to paſs through a vaſt Court, guard- 
ed by twelve Lions; the Confidence | 
repoſed in the - T; aliman I had received 
from the Queen of Silence, ſecured me 
from any Apprehenſions of thofe Savage 
Animals, ' whoſe Eyes ſeemed kindled in- 
to Flame : However, I drew my Sabre, 
and advanced towards them. with a ſedate 
Pace; but the Lions, inſtead of oppoſing 
me with their Paws and Fangs, withdrew 
to a conſiderable Diſtance, with their Tails 
ſweeping the Ground, and by a Variety 
of humble Blandiſhments, made me ſen- 
ſible, they had not any Intention to pre- 


j. dice 
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judice my Perſon. Two of the Ani- 


mals, who were leſs intimidated than the 
reſt, or rather more tame and tractable, 
walked up to me with a ſubmiſſive Air, 
and tendered me all the Careſſes their 
dumb Civilities could expreſs ; after which, 
I continued my Progreſs to the Palace. 

The Gates were wide open, and I en- 
tered with a Mind agitated by various 
Thoughts; the ſame lifeleſs Appearance, 
which I beheld in the leſſer Habitations, 
was continued here; my Eyes wandered 
over innumerable human Forms in Marble 


| that ſtood before me, and the Magnificence 


of the Apartments as much ſurpriſed me 


| as the other Appearances ; the Walls, in 


ſome, were covered with Plates of Gold, 
lo artificially joined together, that they 
ſeemed to be one entire Maſs of that Me- 
tal; in other Chambers, a. Profuſion of 
Silver Plates produced the ſame Effect: 
The Cornices flamed with Turquoiſes 
and Emeralds, and all the Variety of pre- 
cious Gems; the Walls were bordered 


wich ſhining Seats of Silver, covered with 


the Skins of Bears and Tygers; but my 
Aſtoniſhment was raiſed to the higheſt 


Pitch, at the Splendor of a large Hall, 


where all the moſt precious Curioſities in 
Nature ſeemed to be collected: The 
Golden Covering of the Walls was hard- 

„ „ MM 0 
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ly viſible, and theſe, at little Diſtances, 
were hollowed into Niches, filled with 
the Figures of Men or Animals. 
Round the lower Part of the Walls, 
vere ranged ſeveral Trees, formed of pre. 
cious Stones, blended with a gay Diver. 
ſity of rich Colours, and ſo diſpoſed, as 
to affect the Eye with a perfect Imitation 
of Nature. At one End of the Hall, 
appeared a Pavilion of Silver, raiſed over 
a Bed of the ſame Metal, and covered 
With Skins of a furpriſing Whiteneſs, on 
which I ſaw an amiable Youth, and a 
Lady, in all the Charms of blooming 
Beauty; they were ſeated upright, and 
appeared under the Impreſſion of a ſtrange 
Conſternation: At a Diſtance, I imagin- | 
ed them to be living Forms, but upon 2 in 
near Approach, I perceived they were ha 
petrified like the reſt of the Figures I had 
beheld. Re a9] ; 

I had x View, through the Palace, of a 
vaſt Garden, ſurrounded with high Walls 
and, upon my deſcending into it, I found 
it had been greatly neglected for man) 
Years; the Weeds ſprung} up in ever) 
Part, and the Walks were ſcarce diſtin- 

uiſhable from any other Improvement i- 
to which the Garden had been originally 
diſpoſed: I took Notice, however, by a 
prodigious Growth of Flowers which _ 
1 | 3 
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ed one half of the Garden, that this Part 
had been laid out in a Parterre ; the o- 
ther Diviſion was formed into an Orchard, 
where the beautiful Symetry, in which the 
Trees roſe, preſented the Eye with the 
fineſt Proſpect imaginable; the Fruits, 
vith which the Branches were loaded, in- 
vited me to taſte them, and when I had 
gathered ſome, from different Trees, I 
found their Flavour very excellent. Two 
Fountains, dividing themſelves into vari- 
ous Rills, watered the Garden, and fur- 
niſned me with abundance of Pleaſure. 


11 0 0 R XI. 
I had, at laft, viſited every Aparimint 


in the Palace, except one, into which 1 
had not entered, becauſe the Door was 
faltened ; I ſaw, raced, a Lock, to which 
the Head of a living Leopard performed 
the Office of a Key; but I was in ſome He- 
ſitation whether J ought, in Prudence, to 
venture into that Apartment; and tho” 
my Curioſity exceedingly prompted me 
to diſcover what it contained, I had Re- 
ſolution enough, however, to get the bet- 
ter of that Inclination; beſides, Night 
came on apace, and made me determine 
not to open the Door. I retired therefore 
into another Chamber, and ſtretched my 
7 e og 
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ſelf on one of the Seats, where I enjoy. 


ed a very agreeable Repoſe. 

When the Dawn began to break, my 
Slumber preſented me with a new Dream; 
the ſame Female Form, or, more proper- 
ly, the Goddeſs who appeared to me, in 
my Midnight Sleep, in the Palace of the 
| King of Silence, and, ſince that, in the 
- Confines of Cbacma, ſtood before me a 
third Time, but the former Serenity of 
her Aſpect ſeemed diſcompoſed by ſome 
Inquietude; ; Housac, faid ſhe, what doſt 
thou wait for now? Riſe immediately, and 
open the Door of the Apartment thou 
foundeſt locked; thou wilt ſee upon a Ta- 
ble, in the firſt Chamber, the Lance of 
the Prophet Huamachn ; ſeize it that In. 
ſtant, and begon without loſing a Mo- 
ment's Time; only remember to ſtrike 
every. Stone Figure in the Palace, the leſ- 
ter Habitations, and the Streets, with 
that Lance. When thou haſt paid this O 
bedience to my Orders, let thy next Care 
be to find the Queen of Haltun Rucana. 


Yilapantac will be unable to offer thee a- 


ny Injury, and tho' he were ſurrounded 
with fifty thouſand Magicians, thou ſhalt 
humble all their Power, 

My Slumber left me the Moment the 
SGoddeſs diſappeared, and my Mind was 
wrought into ſuch ſtrong Impreſſions 4 

Pe he 


E 


* 
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the Viſion I had ſeen, that I thought it 
reaſonable to conſider it as a certain Con- 
firmation of the other two I formerly had, 
and therefore began to preſage the Event 


would be favourable to my Wiſhes. I 


then, with the greateſt Impatience, ha- 
ſtened to the Apartment that was ſhut up, 
and had no ſooner ſtretched my Hand to 


the Lock, than the Head of the Leopard 


vaniſhed from my Sight, and the Door 
flew open; I ſprung, with one Leap, to 
the Lance of the Prophet Huamachu, and 
graſped it in my Hand, and, in my Re- 
turn through the ſeveral - Apartments of 
the Palace, I gently ſtrutk all the Stone 


Figures, and they ſtarted into Life che 


lame Moment. | | 
Whilſt I was reſtoring new Animation 


to ſuch a Multicude of unhappy Perſons, 
the Magician, who had eſpouſed the Prin- 
ceſs of Chacma, was engaged in à very dif- 


ferent Operation: He infuſed Life, as well 
as my ſelf, into feveral of the Statues ; but 
his Intention was to give them more effec- 
tual Death than they had ſuffered in their 
petrified State; when I came into the 
Hall where the Prince and Princeſs ſat, 
[ perceived he had ſtrangled - them with 


the greateſt Barbarity. The Wretch trem- 


bled, when he beheld me, and I was not 


a little animated at this Diſcovery of his 
297105 H . Fear: 


Wo 
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Fear: Whoever thou art, O inhuman Murs 
derer! ſaid I, ceaſe thy pernicious Cru- 
elty, or thou ſhall immediately experience 
to thy Coſt, what Power attends the 
Lance of the Prophet Huamachy. * 
The Magician diſregarded the Menace 
J uttered, and, in an Inſtant, aſſumed the 
Form of a furious Lion : He ſhook the 
Palace with his Roar, he glared upon me 
with Eyes that ſparkled with Rage, and 
advanced towards me with an Intention 
to rend me with his Claws: For my Part, 
1 was not very follicitous to throw my ſelf 
into a Poſture of Defence. The Virtue of 
the enchanted Lance, and the Ring I had 
received from the Siſter of the King of 
Silence, made him incapable of approach- 
ing me, within the Diſtance of two Cu- 
bits. At this Repulſe he became deſpe- 
rate, and transformed himſelf into a Bird 
of a ſtupendous Size, but with as little 
Effe& : When he found all his Endeavours 
to ſpring upon me were ineffectual, he 
diſappeared for a few Moments, and, in 
the mean Time, the Earth opened a dread- 
ful Gulph before me, out of which a burn- 
ing Dragon aſcended, and filled all the 
Apartment with Flames. Hitherto 1 
had not ſuffered any extraordinary Emo- 
tion, but had beheld the two firſt Trans- 
formations of the Magician with Indiffe- 
| v1 * rence; 
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E rence 3 nor was I incommoded with the 


Fire that burſt from the Dragon's Mouth, 
but then I was apprehenſive leſt he ſhould 
burn the Palace, and therefore reſolved to 
aſſault the Monſter, without loſing a Mo- 
ment's Time; I darted my Lance at his 
Body, and, at the ſame Inſtant, the Flame 
was immediately extinguiſhed ; the Dra- 
gon became inviſible, or rather the Ma- 
gician re- aſſumed his natural Form, and 
lay extended on the Earth, without Lite, 
and half confumed with his own Fires, 
When the Combat was thus finiſhed, by 
the Death of this Barbarian, I atrempred 
to revive the Prince and Princeis, but, 
alas! the Lance of the Prophet Huama- 
chu, touched them in vain, their Eyes were 
already cloſed with eternal Sleep, and their 
Souls had taken a ſad Flight to the Regi- 


ons of the Dead. I was exceedingly af- 


flicted at their Fate, for I was entirely ig- 


| Norant why they were puniſhed with 10 
much Severity. 


When I was convinced all my Endea- 
vours to revive them would be unavailing, 
I paſſed into the other Apartments, where 
ſeveral compaſſionate Offices remained to 


be performed by my Miniſtration ; I re- 
| ſtored to Life all the Statues I ſaw, and 


then viſited the leſſer Manſions with the 


lame Succeſs; I repeopled every Place 


H 4 as 
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as faſt; as poſſible, and proceeded from 
Houſe to Houſe with great Precipitation, 
leſt any other Magician ſhould appear and 
interrupt my Work. 955 

In the mean Time, all the Inhabitants ! 
Jad thus revived, gathered round me in 
great Numbers; but their Aſtoniſhment 
at the ſudden Change they experienced, 


and their Veneration for me, were ſo great, 


that they were unable to utter a Word to 
expreſs their Gratitude for what 1 had 
B they all followed me in Si- 
ence, but when I touched any Statue 
into Life, they expreſſed their Admiration 
by a Joud Cry. -:. £3: 
When I had compleated the Task aſ- 
ſigned me, and began to recover Breath, 
the whole Body of the People proclaimed 
my Applauſe with one Voice, and were 
never weary with imploring the Bleſſings 
of Heaven on my future Days; they 
crowded upon me to tender me their Ca- 
reſſes, they embraced my Knees, they 
kiſſed my Hands, and the Border of my 


Cincture; in a Word, their Joy was uni- 


verſal on this Occaſion 3 Be thou a God, 
cried they, or a Mortal, we will ever 
honour thee, for the future, as a Divinity; 
our Childrens Children ſhall tranſmit, 


through all Ages, our grateful Senſe of 


the Obligations we have received * 
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thy Goodneſs; and for our Parts, we will 
yearly teſtify, our Acknowledgments, by 
the Feſtivals we intend to celebrate to thy 
Glory. 

My Tl: replied I, you may be- 
lieve me when I affure you I am no Di- 
vinity, but a Mortal like your ſelves 3 the 
Gods, in Compaſſion to your miſerable 
State, ſent me to deliver you in the Man- 
ner I have accompliſhed. The Succeſs 
which has attended my Endeavours, 
was owing to their Aſſiſtance, and there- 
fore you ought to offer up the Tribute of 
your Gratitude to thoſe celeſtial Beings, 
and thank the great Authors of this be- 
nevolent Event; I have only been the 
Executor of their Commands, and there- 
fore your Vows ought to be addreſſed to 
none but them; let your Devotion then be 
ſignaliſed by your Sacrifices to thoſe divine 
Benefactors. 

We ſhall not neglect, ſaid 2 of the 
principal Perſons among them, to thank 
the Gods for the Benefits they have af- 
forded us; but, my Lord, continued they, 
if you be not a God your ſelf, what hap- 
py Accident. has 3 you to this 
Iland? How were you able to eſcape the 
Rage of the Lions, who guard the En- 

trance into the Palace? In what Manrer 
did you obtain the Lance of the Prophet 
H 5 HAua- 
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Huamachu? Theſe are Circumſtances a- 


bove the Power of human Abilities to 
accompliſh. 


I fatisfied hogs Curioſity in every Par- | . 


ticular, and when J had finiſhed my Re- 


lation, I now deſire you, faid I, in your 


Turn, to inform me, by what Means 


your Soveraign and your ſelves, have been 


transformed into Statues of Stone; My 
Lord, replied one who made the beſt 
Appearance in the Aſſembly, we can ea- 
ſily give you the Satisfaction you expect; 
and when he obſerved that I liſten- 
ed to him with Attention, he related the 
Particulars in theſe Terms. 


'HO U R XILIII. 


My Lord, ſaid he, the Soveraignty of 
this Ifland, has, for ſeveral Ages, been 
enjoyed by two Families, who, by a bold 
Sacrilege, had taken the Lance of the 
Prophet Huamachu out of the Temple of 
the great Rimac; but, as this Treaſure 
was incapable of being divided, it was a- 


greed, that both the Soveraignty and the 


ance, ſhould be alternately Poſſeſſed by 
the eldeſt Branch of each Family. This 


Regulation has always been religiouſly | 


obſerved till the Magician you have 
vanquiſhed, aſcended the Throne; his 


Reign 
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alaulting him with all their Force, for, it 
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Reign has been of a long Continuance, 
and about five Years ago, ſeeing himſelf 


deſtitute of Male Iſſue, he gave. his only 


Daughter in Marriage to the Prince who 
was to ſucceed him on the Throne, and, 
in Conſideration of this Alliance, transfer- 
red the Soveraign Power to the young 
Prince, only reſerving to himſelf the en- 
tire Poſſeſſion of the inchanted Lance, du- 
ring the Remainder of his Life. 
The new Monarch was not contented 
with the advantageous Fortune to which 
he had been raiſed, and the Remembrance 
of his being diſpoſſeſſed of the Lance, was 
a ſharp Thorn which continually pene- 
trated to his Heart, and urged him to 
form ſeveral Schemes to make himſelf 
Maſter of ſach a Treaſure : He, at firſt, 


practiſed every Artifice he could invent, 


but without any Succeſs 3 ſo that, at laſt, 


he determined to have Recourſe to V1o- 


lence ; in Conſequence of which, he re- 


| ſolved, one Night, to aſſaſſinate the old 


Magician in his Bed, and the Conſpira- 
tors came into his Apartment, with that 
Intention, but the Noiſe they made when 
they opened the Door, rouſed him from 


his Slumber, and gave him Time to ſeize 


the Lance, which rendered him invulne- 
Table. This did not prevent them from 


5 
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is the Fatality of ſome People to ſuffer 
themſelves to be hurried to a Preci- 
pice by their inordinate Paſfions; they 
flatter themſelves, they ſhall meet with 
no Oppoſition equal to the Impetuoſity 


of their Deſires; but thoſe Conſpirators 


were immediately ſenſible of their Illuſion, 
for the Magician transformed them, with 
his Lance, into Statues of Stone, and 


only exempted one from that Fate, that 
he might learn who were the Accomplices 
in his Crime. This Perſon unhappily 


charged our young Prince with this Con- 
ſpiracy, and likewiſe gave the Magician 
to underſtand, that the Princeſs, and the 
moſt conſiderable Perſons- among the Peo- 
ple, were aſſociated in the Confederacy a- 
gainſt him; when he had received this 
Information, he immediately reſolved on 


Vengeance, and, as he thought it inſuffi- 


cient to puniſn none but the Guilty, he in- 
volved the Innocent in the fatal Effects 
of his Indignation, and changed the Prince, 
with all his Subjects, into Forms of Stone. 


The Magician, continued the Perſon who 


acqua inted me with theſe Particulars, was 


ſenlſible, without doubt, that ſome Perſon 


had poſſeſſed himſelt of the Prophet's 
Lance, and was apprehenſive, leſt tlie 
new Proprietor of this Treaſure ſhould re- 
ſtore our Prince to Life, and re- eſtabliſn 
| bim 
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him in the Soveraignty of this Iſle, and 
therefore practiſed all his Incantations to 
fruſtrate that Deſign, and, to our Misfor- 
tune, has been too ſucceſsful in his Inten- 
tions. Ws 
When I had received all the Informa- 
tion I deſired, the Elders of the Aſſembly 
approached me, and very reſpectfully ad- 
dreſſed themſelves to me in theſe Terms; 
My Lord, ſaid they, we cannot expreſs 
our Gratitude to you in a more effectual 
Manner, than by intreating you to accept 
of the Soveraignty of this Iſland. The 
Prince, who lately ſwayed the Scepter, is 
now no more; the Magician himſelf is 
dead, and the Throne is become vacant 3 
we all implore you to aſcend it, and reign 
over a grateful People; we entirely reſign 
our ſelves to your Government, and pro- 
miſe a perpetual Obedience to all your 
Commands. 5 
When I had heard this Propoſal, I 
roſe from my Seat, and ſtood before them, 
leaning on the Lance of the Prophet Hu- 
amachu, My Friends, ſaid I, as your 
Throne is now vacant, you are in full Li- 
berty to diſpoſe of it as you think fit, and 
if you are deſirous of a Monarch, you 
mult ele&t him from your own Tribes; 
for, it is impoſſible I ſhould accept of the 
Offer you have made me; the Gods reſerve 
| me 
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me for another Throne, very diſtant from 


this Iſland, and I am under an indiſpenſa- 
ble Obligation to leave. you, that I may 
render Obedience to the Command of thoſe 


ſupreme Powers, who call me to other 


Regions of the Earth ; from this Moment, 
therefore, I muſt be ſeparated from you 
for ever; I have only one Duty to re- 
commend to your Obſervation ; let it be 
your conſtant Care to fear the Gods, and 
remember they are the Spectators of all 
your Actions. 1 2 

All the People expreſſed much Re- 
 Juctance at my Reſolution to leave them; 
they renewed their Importunities, and 
melted into Tears; ſo that, to diſengage 


my felt from their unavailing Sollicita- 


tions, I was obliged to give a Signal to 


the Birds who brought me to that Iſland : 


I aſcended the Chariot, and ordered my 
Conductors to waft me to the Iſle of Li, 
where I arrived this Day; I immediate- 
ly proceeded to the Palace of Mlapantac, 


and transformed all his Officers and Do- 


meſticks into Dogs ; after which, I com- 
pelled Mapantac himſelf, to tell me in 
what Place he had ſecluded you from the 
World, and J aſſured him that the Treat- 
ment he was to expect from me ſhould 
correſpond with his Conduct to you in 
your Captivity, TE car OS 
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At theſe Words, the Prince of the Iſle 
of Ux:i, caſt himſelf at the Feet of Prince 
Houac; My Lord, faid he, if your Heart 
can be touched with the ſincere Repen- 
tance J expreſs for my Crime, you will 
condeſcend to pardon the Injury I have 
offered you; I was afflicted at the Death 
of my Brother, and the Charms of the 


1 Queen of Halilun Rucana, had entirely 


captivated my Heart; I am therefore 
ſufficiently puniſhed by the Fate which 


compels me to reſign her to your Arms. 


Wretch as thou art, replied the Prince, 
forbear to flatter thy ſelf with vain Hopes, 


and do not imagine I can ever be prevail- 


ed upon to forgive thee, ſince thy Crimes 
are too malignant to be committed with 
Impunity ; hadſt thou only offended me, 


1 might poſſibly have treated thee with 


ſome Compaſſion, but thou haſt had the 


Preſumption to injure the Queen, and haſt 


ſollicited her to comply with thy infa- 
mous - Deſires ; thou alone art the Cauſe 


of the cruel Inquietudes in which ſhe paffed 
| fo many of her Days, ſince thou haſt ſe- 


perated us from each other; and the 
Grief with which thy inhuman Treatment 
has overwhelmed her, would have ſoon 


laid her in the Grave, had not the Gods 
made me the happy Inftrument of her 
Preſervation : And now, Madam, conti- 


nued 
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nued he, be it your Part to name what 
Puniſhment I ſhall inflict on this barba- 
rous Offender. 

Prince, replied the Queen, the Gods 
are always favourable to thoſe who ac- 


knowledge their Crimes, and it is truly 


glorious, to imitate ſuch an amiable Ex- 
ample. Let this unhappy Man live to con- 


feſs there is a ſuperior Power, which ex- 


tends its Protection to Virtue, and fruſ- 
trates the Deſigns of the Wicked; and 
as he has had the Moderation not to 
treat me with any Violence, ſince I have 
been in his Power, I become a Supplicant, 
both for his Liberty, and his Re- eſtabliſh- 
ment on his Throne. Madam, replied 
the Prince, his Life is ſafe the Moment 
you condeſcend to be his Interceſſor, and 


Tam willing to allow him the Soveraignty 
of this Iſland, without inſiſting on my 


Prerogative to diſpoſe of it as I ſhould 
think fit; but, I command him never to 
ſet a Foot in your Dominions, and, to be 


certain of his Obedience, I intend to de- 


prive him of his Wings. 

Ah, my Lord! interrupted Mapantac, 
do not afflict me with a Misfortune that 
will prove ſo inſupportable to my Soul Let 
me not be once more the Scorn of the 
Earth, and the unhappy Sport of For- 


| tune; diveſt me rather of the Soveraignty 


of 


hat 


of this Iſland, and I will retire to ſuch a 


me mentioned any more; or, if that will 


vital Air I breathe, and you would enter- 


as well as your ſelf, may need ſome Re- 
freſnments; let us adjourn ourſelves to the 
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remote Diſtance, that you ſhall never hear 
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not ſatisfy your Reſentment, deprive me 
of the Life I enjoy, for I had much ra- 
ther die, than fill my Subjects with Hor- 
ror, and behold my ſelf a ſhameful Blemiſh 
to my Family. F a 
Thy Language, replied the Prince, has 
raiſed my Curioſity ; Is it poſſible then, 
that the Advantage thou deriveſt from thy 
Wings, ſhould be ſo conſiderable as to 
induce. thee to prefer them to the Poſſeſ- 


lion of this Iſland, and even Life it ſelf ? 
HOUR XLIV. 
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Yes, my Lord, replied Mapantac, my 
Wings are more precious to me than the 


tain the ſame Opinion, were I to acquaint 
you with ſome Adventures that have hap- 
pened to me; but the Relation may poſſi- 
bly be too long, becauſe I ſhall be oblig- 
ed to mention ſeveral Circumſtances of 
my Father's Life; beſides, this Place is 
not ſufficiently commodious,and the Queen, 


Palace then, ſaid the Prince, and thou 
ſhalt entertain us with the Hiſtory of thy 
| F 
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Life, whilſt we are taking ſome Suſte- 
nance; I am obedient to all your Com- 


mands, replied Ylapantac, and permit 


me to aſſure you, that I ſhall relate the 
moſt extraordinary Adventures that can 


poſſibly be conceived by any Imagina- 


tion. | Ae: 
Prince Houac, then addrefling himſef 


to the Queen, Bleſſed be the Gods, ſaid 


he, for all the wonderful Events they have 
ſo graciouſly accompliſhed in our Favour. 
You may now, Madam, prepare to re- 


viſit your Dominions, where your Preſence 


will be the general Felicity of your Peo- 


le, and where we ſhall then taſte all the 


weets of a tender Union, after the many 
Calamities with which we have been ſo 
long afflicted; but, let us firſt take ſome 
Refreſhments in the Palace, where Zlla- 
pantac ſhall entertain us with the Hiſtory 


of his Adventures; I have the ſame Cu- 


riolity as you, replied the Queen, riſing 
| 9 He Yay to — the PL iculars the 
Prince of Ui has promiſed to relate: 
Prince Houac then preſented his Hand to 
the beauteous Queen, and led her out of 
the Grotto, after which, they proceeded 
in their Way to the Palace. 

When they arrived there, Prince Houac 
touched: all the Officers and Domeſticks 
with his Lance, and they immediately ap- 
poles ES peared 
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peared in their natural Forms. Mapantac 
then conducted the two illuſtrious Lovers 


into a magnificent Hall, where, in a fer 


Moments, a Table was covered with a 
Variety of exquiſite Delicacies. When * 
had all ſeated themſelves, the Queen ad- 
dreſſed her Diſcourſe to the Prince of the 
Ile of Uxi ; We have but a very ſhort 
Time, faid ſhe, to continue in this Place, 
and I would willingly have it employed 
in gratifying the Curioſity you have raiſ- 
ed in me, to hear the Hiſtory of your 
Life; I am ſenſible, by what you have 


already - intimated, that the Events of it 


muſt be very extraordinary, and am ful- 
ly perſuaded that the Wings with which you 
are accommodated, will be no inconfide- 


rable Circumſtance in your Adventures 
therefore make it my Requeſt to you, 


that you would now entertain us with the 


- 
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The Hiſtory of the PRINCE of the Ne of Uxi. 


Deſires, and, to gratify the Curioſi- 


ty ſhe had expreſſed, began the Hiſtory * 
of his Life in this Manner : I muſt inform 


you, 


V Llapantac was obedient to the Queen's 


Ws N. * >. . * 
r 


1 14 © e — 3 4 5 — * 1 * 
pp of ; 1 * 5 
n . 
8 * 8 EF — * 


164 PERUVIAN TALES. 


you, Madam, faid he, that my Father 


reigned many Tears in this Iſland, and 
was privileged by the Gods to live two 
compleat Ages; he deſcended, by his Mo- 


ther, from the Line of the Prophets, and 


from that illuſtrious Birth, derived the 


extraordinary Power he enjoyed; he paſſ- 


ed many Years without entertaining any 
Thoughts of Marriage, but whether his 
Diſinclination to that State proceeded from 
his Indifference to the amiable Sex, or 
from any Apprehenſion of engaging him- 
ſelf too ſoon into the Cares of a Family, I 
cannot take upon me to declare; but he 
lived an Age and an half, before he de- 
termined to chooſe a Conſort, from whom 
he might expect an Heir to inherit the 
Soveraignty of his Dominions, and the 


peculiar Powers with which he was in- 


veſted. 
One Da: y when he was entertaining himſelt 


with the innocent Delights of the Country, 


he happened to caſt his Eyes on the Daugh- 
ter of one of his Vaſſals, and ſhe had the 


good Fortune to appear fo lovely and en- 


: Fach to to her Soveraign, that he immedi- 
ately became paſſionately enamoured of 
her Charms. At firſt, indeed, the great 
Diſproportion in their Births made him 
endeavour, for ſome Time, to extinguiſh 
the N F lame in his Breaſt, but wes 

| 0 


he found all his Efforts ineffectual, he, at 
laſt, determined to demand the young 
Virgin, of her Father in Marriage, 
and it may be eaſily imagined, he 
obtained her without any Difficulty 3 her 
Father was tranſported with Joy, to behold 


his Prince ſo deſirous of eſpouling a Daugh- 


ter whom he would have thought ſuffici- 
ently honoured with the Quality of his 
Miſtreſs: the Nuptials were celebrated with 
all the Solemnity ſuitable to ſuch an Oc- 
caſion, and, before the Expiration of the 
firſt Vear, 2 gui, for that was the Name 
of my Mother-in-Law, gave Birth to that 
Giant, whom Prince Houac, Madam, de- 
ſtroyed in your Territories. 

Bui, being thus happy in a Matias 
which redounded ſo much to her Honour, 
and thinking her ſelf ſtill more fortunate 
in the tender Quality of a Parent, enjoyed 
all the Felicity ſhe could poſſibly deſire. 


bo mee Fortune, who frequently delights 


o perſecute thoſe who ought to be leaſt 
1 5 5 to her capricious Inconſtancy, 
formed a fatal Reſolution to interrupt the 
ſoft Tranquility and conjugal Sat isfactions in 
which Liqui paſſed her happy Days; A 
young Officer, who my Father had plac- 
ed near her Perſon, to tender her the Ser- 
vices of a Domeſtick, became unfortunate- 
ly captivared with the Charms of his So- 
2 veraign. 
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veraign : Love ſoon inflamed his Heart 


with criminal Deſires, and made him re- 


Ons. 


ſolute to gratify them whatever might be 
Deen 

Armaca, for that was the young Offi- 
cer's Name, was not ſo ſtupid as to flatter 
himſelf with any Poſſibility of pleaſing the 
. Princeſs; he knew her Virtue was too 
 impregnable, and the Idea of her Duty 
too perfect to authorize any Hopes of her 
88 to his Deſires: Artifice was 
the only Expedient from whence he could 
derive any Probability of Succeſs, and he, 
accordingly determined to ſurpriſe her 
ſome Night, when the Abſence of my Fa- 
ther would be favourable to his Intenti- 


All his Thoughts being thus devoted to 
his Paſſion, and the Means of preſenting it 
with its utmoſt Gratification, he, at laſt, 
beheld the favourable Moment he had lan- 
guiſhed for with ſo much Impatience. 
One Night, when my Father departed 
from the Palace to conſult the Oracle of 
the great Rimac, and when all the Officers 
and Domeſticks were enjoying the Refreſh- 
ments of Slumber, the guilty Lover put 
himſelf into a Condition to accompliſh his 
Crime; he found Means to gain a ſecret 
Acceſs to the Chamber where the Princels 
repoſed, and advanced with ſoft Steps, like 
„ loog de 
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a Tygre preparing to ſurpriſe his Defenſe- 
| leſs 1 he left his Habit and Sabre in 
| a Chair near the Bed, and then laid 
himſelf by the ſleeping Princeſs, with a 
Reſolution to compleat the Stratagem he 
had premeditated in ſuch an impious Man- 
ner. 3 | 1 335 
The Event would undoubtedly have 
been agreeable to his Expectations, had 
not the beauteous gui ſuddenly diſcover- 
ed his treacherous Intentions; ſhe ſhud- 
| dered with Fear, to behold a Man ſo 
near her, who was not her Husband; 
Wretch as thou art ! cried ſhe, what Fu- 
ry tranſports thee to this Behaviour ! into 
what a Depth of Woe wouldſt thou cru- 
elly precipitate my Innocence ! But, do 
not flatter thy ſelf with the Accompliſh- 
ment of ſo deteſtable a Purpoſe ; whoeer 
thou art, begon before I diſcover thee, 
and forbear to aggravate thy Crime by 
any further Inſolence; and ſince, as yet, 
thou art not altogether guilty of the im- 
pious Action thou haſt ungenerouſly pre- 
meditated, let not my nuptial Bed be pol- 
luted by the Impurity of thy Deſires; and 
do not, . by declaring thy felf thy Maſter's 
Rival, attempt the Violation of my Ho- 
nour, which will never make thee any. 
Conceſſions that would juſtly cover me with 
Confuſion. | 8 
0 
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So inordinate and untractable was the 
Paſſion of Armaca, that he was but little 
affected with the Expoſtulations of the 
Princeſs ; and, as he determined to per- 
fiſt in his firſt Deſign, he had Recourſe to 
all the ſoft and inſinuating Language Love 
could poſſibly ſuggeſt : But, as he was un. 
able to extenuate the Horror that virtu- 
ous Lady expreſſed at his Preſumption, 
he wound his Arms round her delicate 
Neck, and endeavoured to obtain by Vi- 
_ olence, what ſhe had ſo ſteadily refuſed to 
his Tenderneſs. 5 
The Princeſs, at that Moment, found 
her ſelf inſpired by a noble Indignation, 
which wrought her Soul into a Degree of 
Fury it ſelt, and the imminent Danger 
with which ſhe beheld her ſelf threatened, 
ſupplied her with unuſual Strength for her 
Preſervation 3 ſhe diſengaged her ſelf from 
the baſe Invader of her Honour, and with- 
out uttering a Word, ſprung to the Sabre, 
which the Glimmer of a Lamp in her 
Chamber, gave her an Opportunity to 
diſcover, and ſeized it with a Reſolution 
to puniſh the Criminal for his Temerity 3 
but Armaca, whole Conſcience was now 
touched with a ſudden Remorſe, cat 
himſelf at her Feet, with the Air of an 
unaffected Contrition ; Madam, ſaid he, 
my Life 1s entirely at your * 
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« I do not even ſupplicate your Mercy for 
5 its Preſervation, I acknowledge my ſelf 
” as criminal as a preſumptuous Paſſion can 
15 render me, and I merit the ſevereſt Dzath 
* that Cruelty itſelf can inflict; I do not 
'- pretend to ſoften your Diſpleaſure againſt 
na. WW me, by my fincere Repentance, guilty 
5 Love no longer dictates to me the Lan- 
2 guage T utter 3 for, I owe the happy Change 
e of my Sentiments, to your Virtue and he- 
wick Reſolution ; but, at the ſame Time, 


reflect with Horror, on the Perplexity to 
which you are preparing to expoſe your 
ſelf ; what will the Officers and Dome- 
{ticks of the Palace ſay, ſhould they find 
a Man dead in your Chamber ? You have 
| all the Reaſon imaginable, to dread the 
| Freedoms of Speech, in which they will 
indulge themſelves, on ſuch an Occaſion ; 
many of them are notorious for their In- 
ſolence and Detraction, and they will not 
fail to paſs the moſt uncandid Conſtructi- 
ons on your Conduct; permit me, Madam, 
for that Reaſon, to prevail on you to con- 
Jult the Security of your Honour; and, for 
your own Sake, ſpare an unfortunate 
Wretch, who deſerves to live for no o- 
ther Reaſon, than becauſe his Death would 
be fatal to you; let me intreat you then, 
to pay a ſerious Regard to what I have 
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had the Honour to intimate to you on this 


melancholy Subject. 1929, 
The Princeſs thought his Advice very 
diſcreet, and conſiſtent with her Intereſt ; 
T am ſenſible, ſaid ſhe, the Reaſons you 
alledge are juſt, and your Repentance has 
diſarmed me of all my Anger; I freely 
pardon your raſh Proceeding, and ſwear 
by the great Rimac, that I will never diſ- 
cloſe it to any Mortal ; withdraw. there- 


fore, immediately, and be very careful 
not to let any Perſon ſee you come out 
of my Apartment, At theſe Words ſhe 


gave him his Sabre, and locked the Door 
when he was gone; after which, {he laid 
herſelf on the Bed, in Hopes this Affair, 
being likely to remain a Secret, would 
not have any diſagreeable Conſequence. 
All the Precautions of poor Mortals 
are unavailing againſt the Affaults of For- 
tune; in vain. did the Princeſs endeavour 
to ſooth her ſelf into Serenity and Com- 


ſure of Mind, after the "Tranſactions, 


in which ſhe had ſo conſiderable a Part. 


*Tis true, indeed, the Prince, my. Father, 


who arrived the ſame Night at his Palace, 
did not diſcover any diſorderly Emotions in 
his Conſort ;. but alas! ſhe was betrayed by 
her own. Slumbers; for, the Moment her 
Eyes were cloſed in Sleep, her Imagination 


was altogether engaged by the Adventure 25 


| ſuch a. Nature | 
wrought on the Mind of the Princeſs, 


% 


— 
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| had fo lately experienced; it is certain, 


there are ſome Objects which ſtrike ſuch 
deep Impreſſions on the Soul, that the 


| Traces of them are preſerved in the Me- 


mory, for a long Series of Time. Of 
was the - Impreſſion 


by a Senſe of the Danger her Honour had 
ſuſtained, and the-. Circumſtances formed 


ſo lively an Image in her Soul while ſhe. 


ſlept, that ſhe imagined her ſelf to be ſtill 
in Conflict with the Perils ſhe had ſo late- 


ly eſcaped 3 ſhe became afflicted. by the 
| ſame Emotions, and was ſpirited by all 
her former Fury; ſhe repelled the imagi- 
nary Violence of the Raviſher, and defen- 


ded her ſelf as if Armaca were ſtill attempt- 
ing the Violation of her Chaſtity ; ſhe 
ſtarted from the Bed, at laſt, and, in the 
violent Agitation of her Mind, ſeized my 
Father's Ponyard, which ſhe found in the 
lame Place where. Armaca had laid his 
Sabre, and impelled by the Fury which 


had now poſſeſſed. all her Soul, ſhe en- 
deavoured to 2 the fatal Weapon in 


the Boſom of her Husbanc. 
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It happened very fortunately for my 
Father, that he was not aſleep at this 
Time, fo that he prevented the Blow which 
was aimed at his Life, and ſeizing his Wife 
by the Arm, wreſted the Ponyard out of 
her Hand; Ah, ungrateful Wretch ! cried 
he, is this all the Recompenſe thou afford- 
eſt me for the many Obligations I have 
conferred upon thee ! Have I condeſcended 
to make thee the Partner of my Bed, and 
raiſed thee to a Throne, only to indulge 
thee with 'an Opportunity to crimſon thy 
perfidious Hands in my Blood ? Ungrate- 
fal, Barbarous Woman ! continued he, 
you wiſh to plant a Dagger in my Heart, 


doubtleſs, becauſe ſome other Man enjoys 


that Place in your Affection, which my 
enerous Paſſion for you intitled me to 
the Poſſeſſion of for ever. 6 SH 
Theſe ſevere Reproaches waked the 
Princeſs 'from her Sleep, and, as ſhe had 
never heard ſuch Language from her Con- 
ſort till then, ſhe was in the utmoſt Aſto- 
niſhment and Confuſion : It is poſſible for 
Perſons to be overwhelmed with Appre- 
henſions, even when they are ſenſible their 
Conduct has been irreproachable, and 
theſe timerous Emotions are naturally cre- 
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ated by a tender Mind ; an extraordina- 
ry Surpriſe will ſometimes produce the 
ſame Effect in the Innocent, as well as 
the Guilty; it will infuſe a mean Timidity 
into the Soul, and cauſe it to reſign it ſelf 
without Reſiſtance to the Calamity in View. 
Such was the unhappy Condition of my 
Mother-in-Law, at that Time; but when 
ſhe had recovercd her ſelf a little from the 
firſt Impreſſions of her Aſtoniſhment; 
My Lord, ſaid ſhe, is it poſſible you 
can ſo cruelly reproach a Wife, who 
adores you? Can you prevail upon 
your ſelf then, to fix ſuch a diſho- 
nourable Imputation on the Virtue of a 
Woman, who has ever conſecrated her 
tendereſt Affections to you alone, and will 
you ſuffer the invgluntary Effects of a de- 
luſive Dream, totals for unexceptionable 
Proofs of the Infidelity you lay to my 
Charge? 

Alas ! replied my Father, with a deep 
Sigh, I wiſh what I hear was as true as 
you would inſinuate it to be! Why am 
I unable to perſuade my ſelf that your 
Language is ſincere! The inward Pangs, 
with which this unfortunate Lady was tor- 
tured, to find her Virtue ſuſpected, and 
the Apprehenſions of her Inability to un- 
deceive my Father, joined with the Per- 
plexity ſhe ſuffered by her Obligation to 
3 con- 
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conceal the Adventure, that had ſo lately 
happened to her, made her expreſs her 
felf in ſuch a diſorderly Manner, as had 
a Tendency rather to confirm my Fa. 
ther's Suſpicions, than to diſſipate them as 
ſhe deſired: But when ſhe had frequently 
intreated him to ſtrike the Ponyard into 
her Breaſt, if he ſtill continued to disbe- 
lieve her, he at laſt ſeemed, in ſome 
Meaſure, to credit the Aſſurances ſhe 
gave him of her Innocence. 5 
The Satisfaction ſhe received from this 
favourable Diſpoſition of her Confort, was 
but of a ſhort Continuance, for when my 


Father roſe, he beheld, in a Chair near 


his Bed, the Cincture which Armaca, in 
his Confuſion, had forgotten to take a- 
way when he quitted the Apartment. 
This fatal Object made it impoſſible for 
him any longer to doubt of his Diſho- 

nour; 15 Countenance gloomed with Fu- 
ry, and he unſheathed his Ponyard, with 
a Refolution that her Blood ſhould waſh 
away the Injury he imagined he had ſuſ- 
_ tained by her Infidelity to her nuptial 
Vows; Perfidious Creature! ſaid he, I 
am now qualified to paſs an infallible 


Judgment on thy Conduct, look upon 


this unexceptionable Evidence of thy 
Shame, and receive the Recompence. due 


to ſo much unpardonable Guilt : He "or 
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ed theſe Words with a fatal Stab ; the 
Weapon opened it ſelf a wide Paſſage in- 
to her unſpotted Boſom, and her inexora- 
ble Husband left her expiring on the Bed, 
and bathed in a purple Stream of her vi- 
tal Blood. OE RE HER FR: 
He was not ſatisfied with exerciſing his 
Vengeance on his unhappy Wife, but re- 
folved that the Son ſhe had given him, 
ſhould ſhare the Puniſhment of his Mo- 


ther's pretended Crime; he ſeized this 


guiltleſs Victim, and after he had convey- 


ed him out of the Ifland, he laid him on 
the cold Ground in a wild Forreſt, and 
abandoned him to the Fury 

who inhabited thoſe forlorn Shades. 


of the Beaſts 


Several Years rolled on, before my Fa- 
ther had the leaſt Inclination to take a 


ſecond Conſort to his Bed, and though 


he was ſtill capable of inſpiring a young 
Lady with tender Sentiments, notwith- 
ſtanding his Age, he could not bring 
himſelf to fix his Affections on any par- 


ticular Object; he had even conceived ſuch 


an irreconcilable Averſion for Marriage, 


that he diſcharged from his Service, all 
his Officers and Domeſticks, who would 
not divorce themſelves from their Wives; 


No, faid he, I will not believe, there are 


any. chaſte Beauties among that enſnaring 


Sex; they are all influenced by a malig- 
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| nant Diſpoſition to Inconſtancy, and if a. 
ny among them has the Peculiarity to 
preſerve her Honour unblemiſhed, it mult 
be owing to her Wang of a tavourablc 
' Opvortunity to ſtain it. | 

Such Sentiments at theſe inſpired my Fa- 


the Virtue o 


Then, unacquainted with Cumac Unui, = 
| that 


ther with a Reſolution to paſs the Re- 
mainder of his Days in an obſtinate Se- 


Paration from the Sex; but ah! how ir- 
reſiſtable is the Power of Love ! In vain 


do Mortals oppoſe his Laws; for when 
the deftined Period is once come, they 


are indiſpenſably obliged to bear his Yoak. 
It was cuſtomary with my Father, to 


take a Progreſs very frequently into the 


Country of the Collaguas, and, one Day, 
he caft his Eyes on a young Maiden, 


whoſe engaging Modeſty charmed him che 
Moment he beheld her; at firſt, he took 
but little Notice of the Attractions of her 
Perſon, though they were as perfect as 


Poſſible, but at laſt, this happy Con junc- 
tion of Virgin Beauty and unaffected Mo- 
deſty, tranſported him beyond Expreſſion, 
and he ſoon became ſenſible, that he was 


influenced by an irreſiſtable Paſſion for 


this amiable Perſon; how unjuſt, ſaid he 
to himſelf, have I been to this very Mo- 


ment, in jud ing ſo diſadvantageouſly of 
f this charming Sex | I was 


never been wounded by 
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that was the Name of the. young Lady 
who had captivated his Heart; her Mo- 
deſty, continued he, equals that of the 


Goddeſſes themſelves, and it is impoſſible 


that her Beauty ſhould be ever injurious 
to her Virtue, 3 | 


— Whilſt he was indulging himſelf in theſe 
Meditations, Cumac Unui happened to ap- 


pear in the Place where he then was; 


he immediately ſtarted up and advanced 
to meet her, and when he had caſt himſelf 


at her Feet, he unfolded his Paſſion to 


her in the moſt engaging Language he 
could urter he implored her to pity che 


reſiſtleſs Flame her Eyes had kindled in 


his Soul, and, -at the ſame Time, offer- 


ed to place her on the Throne of the Iſle 


of Uxz. 515 | 

Cumac Unui anſwered my Fathers's De- 
claration, like a Perſon whoſe Heart, had 
the Shafts of 
Love, and who then began to be- ſen- 
ſible of its firſt Impreffions ; Prince, ſaid 


ſhe, the Throne you condeſcend to offer 


me, can never make me forget the great 
Inequality in our Births! You are a pow- 
erful Prince, and I am the Daughter of 

a private Perſon ; you ought therefore to 
reſerve the Glory of your Paſſion tor ſome 


Lady more worthy than my. felf to be 


the Partner of your Bed, The Animals 
Os around 
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around us never furniſh us with any In- 
ſtances of ſuch a diſproportionable Alli. 


ance ; the Great unite themſelves with the 


Great, and the inferior Tribes chooſe 
themſelves Companions from their own 
Claſs: The Regulation which Nature 
dictates to theſe Creatures, ought to be 
obſerved by Mankind in the Tranſ- 


actions of civil Life; let me therefore 


conjure you, for the Sake of your own 


Honour, and my future Repoſe, not to 


infuſe thoſe Impreſſions into my Soul, 


which a mature Reflection will undoubt- 


— 


ed incline us both to condemn. 


No, my lovely Queen, replied my Fa- 
ther all tranſported with her engaging 
Language, you are injurious to your own 


Merit, if you imagine there is any Diſpro- 


portion between us; Love unites the moſt 


diſtant Conditions of Life, and were your 


Heart once warmed with the ſame Fires 


that conſume mine, you would ſoon be 
ſenſible of this Truth; but alas! my 


Age is ſo unhappy as to diſguſt you, and 
you conſider it as an Imperfecton that 
ought to make you reject the voluntary 


Offer of my Heart; at the fame Time, 
you may poſſibly have diſpoſed of your 


own, in Favour of ſome more fortunate 


and youthful Lover; Ah Prince! inter- 


rupted Cumac Unui, you treat me with an 


unkind 
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unkind Injuſtice, for, it is well known» , 
that I, as yet, have not devoted my Heart 
to any Mortal, and my Father has fre- 
quently reproached me, for diſcovering 
too much Indifference for your Sex, and 
oh! that it had pleaſed Heaven, you had 
never acquainted me with that Paſſion you 
have now diſcloſed ! 

At the Concluſion of theſe Words, the 
beauteous Maiden remained ſilent, with her 
Eyes modeſtly directed to the Earth; 

her Face was painted with roſy Bluſhes, 
oy ſuch was her Confuſion, at the Diſco- 
ſhe had made, in ſome Meaſure, of 
th Diſpoſition of her Heart, that it de- 
prived her of the Faculty of Speech : My 
Father was very careful to improve the 
happy Moment, and was ſo ſucceſsful in 
his Addreſſes, that he at laſt engaged 
her to conſent to his demanding her of 
her Father in Marriage, but, in granting 
him this Permiſſion, all the Powers of her 
Soul ſeemed to be ſuſpended ; her in- 
ſupportable Confuſion would not ſuffer 
her to continue any longer in the Pre- 
{ence of her Lover; ſhe diſengaged her- 
{elf from his Embraces, and abruptly re- 
tired to her Apartment. | 

My Father was ſo impatient to haſten 

his Nuptials with Cumac Unui, that the 


Moment ſhe left him, he went to her Fa- 
W 
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ther, and acquainted . him with his paſ- 
ſionate Deſire to eſpouſe his Daughter ; 
ſuch a Propoſal was too advantageous to 
be rejected; the Terms were immediately 
agreed upon, and when the neceſſary Pre- 
parations were compleated, the Marriage 
was celebrated with all the Solemnity pro- 


per on ſuch an Occaſion. 
Amidſt the Pleaſures of the F eſtival, 


Cumac Unui unfortunately happened to 


fall while ſhe was dancing, and was im- 
mediately afflicted with ſevere Pains ; 
but the publick Joy was not long in- 
terrupted by this Accident; the Bride 
ſoon recovered her former Vivacity, and 
the Apprehenſions occaſioned by her Dil- 
aſter, were diſſipated in an Inſtant. The 
Diverſions were continued, and towards 
the Cloſe of Day, the wedded Pair were 
conducted to their -Apartment, and all 
the Company then withdrew. 

My Father then repeated to his Spouſe, 
all . bi former Proteſtations of an un- 
changeable Affection, and thought his Hap- 


pineſs beyond the Power of any Imagi- 


nation to conceive; he implored the Gods 
to add ſome future Years to the Life they 
had already granted him, that he might enjoy 
the Felicity they had reſerved for his lat- 
ter Days. Cumac Unui, on her Part, made 
him * moſt engaging Returns to all his 
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Tranſports; My deareſt Lord, ſaid ſhe, 


you firſt taught my Soul to love, and to 


you alone am I indebted for the ſoft Pre- 
cepts of that Paſſion ;-I beheld all Man- 
kind with Indifference, till you charmed 
me with your amiable Affection; till then, 
I was never happy, but when I was freed 


from the Importunities . of my Lovers; 


you had the reſiſtleſs Art to tune my Soul 
to Softneſs, and the F elicity J Ges from 
my Union with you, is infinitely ſuperior 
to all the Joys I could poſſibly taſte, were 
I inveſted with the Power of the greateſt 


among the Prophets. 


She would have continued this ſs 


ing Language, had ſhe not been ſuddenly 


ſeized with ſuch violent Pangs as render- 
ed her unable to utter a Word more. 


HOUR XLVI. 
My Father tendered her all poſſible Aſ. 


PF Sa to. relieve her from the Pains ſhe 


ſuffered ; but he had the Affliction to find 


all his fond Endeavours unavailing; the 
Violence of her Tortures encreaſed every 


Moment, and overwhelmed him with De- 


ſpair, and being, at laſt, apprehenſive that 
his amiable Bride wouldexpire in his Arms, 


he ſtarted from the Bed to call for ſome 


proper Aſſiſtance: Every Expedient that 
Eo OE Fa could 
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could poſſibly be imagined, was employ- 
ed to abate the Severity of her Torments, 
but without the leaſt favourable Effect, 
and Cumac Unui did not obtain any Re- 
lief, till ſhe had brought into the World 


tainly haſtened by her Fall on the Day of 
her Nuptials. It was my Misfortune, con- 
tinued the Prince of the Iſle of Ui, to be 
the Fruit of that Pregnancy, © 
My Father was ſo confounded at this 
Spectacle, that he ſunk down upon the 
Bed, deftitute of all Senſe and Motion; 
and when he began to revive, it is not poſ- 
ſible to expreſs the Sorrow and Surpriſe 
that affected him; Ah! perfidious Crea- 
ture, cried he at laſt, in the Agony of his 
Deſpair, with what a ſtrange Scene have 
you now preſented me ! How does this 
convincing Proof of your diſhonourable 
Conduct, agree with your Language to 
me ſome Moments ago? You have ren- 
dered your ſelf for ever unworthy of the 
firſt Impreſſions with which your pretend- 
ed Virtue inſpired me: From this Inſtant 
they are changed into Averſion and the 
loweſt Contempt, and I ſhall only be hap- 
Py in an eternal Separation from ſuch a 
Prodigy of Falſhood ! 188 
In the mean Time my Mother, whom 
ſuch a ſtrange Event had filled with the 
e utmoſt 
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an unexpected Infant, whoſe Birth was cer- 


do not thin 


PERUVIAN TALES. 183 
utmoſt Horror, melted into Tears, and 
it was with Pain that ſhe pronounced theſe 
few Words, which were interrupted with 


riſing Sighs z; My Lord, ſaid ſhe, for I 


no longer preſume to call you my Huſ- 
band, I acknowledge your Reproaches to 
be juſt, though I can ſolemnly aſſure you, 
I am not conſcious I deſerve. them. I con- 
teſs, indeed, I am now a Mother, tho? I 
am perfectly unacquainted how I became 
one, and if I have any Inclination to im- 
poſe upon you, at this Time, may the 
Gods doom me to be a Monument of 
their Vengeance; but alas ! can 1 poſſibly 
hope, that my Teſtimony, with the Sighs 
and Tears that attend it, will ever per- 
ſuade you I am innocent! No, my 


Lord, you have now before you, a ſeem- 


ing Proof of my Diſhonour ; let all your 
Revenge then be diſcharged upon an un- 
fortunate Creature, who ought to appear 
criminal in your Eyes; let the Hatred 
you may juſtly entertain againſt me, ſati- 
ate it ſelf in my vital Blood, for after the 
calamitous Accident I have now experien- 
ced, Death alone can be my Conſolation, 
and I will die with Joy, ſince I have not 
any Complaints to utter againſt you, nor 
any juſt Reproach to caſt on my felt. 
Unhappy Wretch ! replied my Father, 
k to impoſe on my compaſſion- 
| : ate 
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nocence; it is impoſſible for you to invent 
any Excuſe to Extenuate your unpardona- 
ble Guilt ; the Evidence you have noy 
given me of my Diſhonour, ſhould oblige 
me to waſh away the Affront you have of 
fered me, in your Blood; but I willingly 
allow you to live, and perhaps my Re 
venge will be the greater, as your Pu. 
niſhment is the leſs : I divorce you, howe- 
ver, from this Moment, with an Intention 
to return you to your Father, and to ſe- 
perate my ſelf from your Perſon for ever: 
Inhuman Creature ! continued he, why 
haſt thou devoted the Remainder of my 
Days to ſo much Miſery ! At this In- 
: ſtant my Father happened to caſt his Eyes 
on me, and I appeared to him ſo wretch- 
edly deformed, that he broke out into new 
Exclamations: Execrable Infant! faid he, 
thou unfortunate Fruit of illegitimate Love! 
mayꝰſt thou always continue to be the moſt 
miſhapen. of Mankind, and bear about 
with thee ſome Part of the Puniſhment of 

FAY thy Mother's Crime! 
=. From that Moment my Father became 
more effectually perſuaded, that all Wo- 
men were falſe and inconſtant, and deter- 
mined never to ingage himſelf in Marriage 
any more, and that he might the better 
preſerve his Reſolution inviolable, he com- 
525 1 5 | flirmed 
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ate Diſpoſition, by an affected Air of In. 


men in his Dominions ; and leſt Chance 


Days, he paſſed all his Time in the rural 
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firmed it with a ſolemn Oath. This fe- 
cond Adventure made him look upon all 
the Sex with a Kind of Horror; he diſ- 
miſſed all the Women from his Seraglio, 
and, as Experience had made him ſuffici- 
ently ſenſible of the powerful Charms of 
Beauty, he not only reſolved to guard him- 
ſelt againſt the Attractions of Strangers, 
by diſcontinuing his Progreſs into foreign 
Countries, but was as ſollicitous to free 
himſelf from all Appreheuſions of the Wo- 


ſhould, at any Time, preſent to his View 
ſome Object, capable of re-kindling in his 
Heart thoſe Flames which he intended 
to extinguiſh, he iſſued a Proclamation 
to forbid all the Women and Virgins of 
this Iſland, to appear upon any Pretext 
whatever in publick, on Pain of Death; 
and having, at laſt, habituated himſelf to 
the Indifference in which he determined to 
indulge himſelf the Remainder of his 


Amuſements of hunting and fiſhing, and 
amidſt theſe pleaſing Recreations, he calmly 
awaited the Hour ' when Deſtiny ſhould 
tranſmit him to his Anceſtors, in the Re- 
gions of the Dead. e 

In the mean time, my unfortunate Mo- 
ther waſted her blooming Youth in per- 
petual Sighs and Tears; ſhe was, moons 
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fully convinced of her own Innocence, but 
ſhe endeavoured, as much as poſſible, to 
perſuade herſelf ſhe was guilty, and waz 
indefatigable to accompliſh that Intention, 
which muſt certainly be extremely ſever: 


to a Perſon truly virtuous ; alas! faid ſhe, 


I have undoubtedly had the Misfortune to 


_ offend the Gods in ſome unknown Inſtance, 


ſince they puniſh me with ſo much Rigour, 
and nothing but Guilt could expoſe me to 


the Severities I ſuffer ! and then caſting 


her Eyes on me, Ah unhappy Infant! 


would the cry, thou doſt but too well in- 


form me of my Offence, and, it is evident 


that thou deriveſt thy wretched Birth from 


thy Mother's Crimes; ſurely Nature ne- 
ver produced any Object more hideous than 
thy ſelf, and had I been born in any of 
thoſe Countries where the Parents, without 
the leaſt Remorſe, deſtroys their Children 


when they become chargeable and incom- 
modious to them, I would intreat ſome 


Perſon to deliver the Earth from -an In- 
habitant, whoſe Deformity is a Reproach 
to the Region where he lives; bur the next 
Moment the condemned her ſelf for indulg- 


ing thoſe barbarous Thoughts; Wretch 


ſpring ! No, I am too intimately united to 


3 that I am, ſaid ſhe, what Fury tranſports 
me to this criminal Exceſs ! Could I then 


be ſo inhuman as to murder my own Off. 


him 
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him by Blood, to have any Intention to 
injure him, and by what means ſoever I 
conceived him, I am indiſpenſably oblig- 
ed to preſerve his Life ; if he be deform- 
ed and ſhocking to the Sight, he is ſuch 


as the Gods pre-ordained him to be, and 


we ought not to murmer at any of their 


| Works, ſince they beſt know the Confor- 


mity of their own Deſigns; beſides, is 
not Beauty the wretched Source of Miſ- 
fortunes to thoſe who poſſeſs that fatal 


Treaſure ? Yes, my dear Infant, continu- 


ed ſhe with weeping Eyes, I receive thee 
as a Preſent ſent me by the Gods; I love 
to behold thee, and am delighted to con- 
verſe with thee in this Manner, and I 
am only ſollicitous for Life, that I may 


one Day direct thy inexperienced Steps 
into the amiable Paths of Virtue. 


In this Manner did the Time flide in- 
ſenſibly away, and I advanced from Infan- 
cy to Youth ; at which Period, my Mo- 
ther loſt her Father; the Liberty ſhe then 
enjoyed, facilitated the Accompliſhment 
of a Deſign ſhe had formed to conſult 
the Oracle of the Great Rimac, with 
Relation to my Nativity : I accompanied 
her in that Journey, and when we arriv- 


ed at the Temple, ſhe offered up this 
Prayer with a fervent Devotion ; Immor- 
tal Rimac ! deign to extend thy Compaſſi- 
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on to an unfortunate Creature, who im. 
plores thy gracious Aſſiſtance, and it | 
be not altogether unworthy of thy propi. 
tious Regards, condeſcend to afford ſome 
Mitigation of the Calamities that over. 
_ whelm me with Woe; I do not ſu 
Plicate thee to place me on the Throne 
which my Nuptials gave me ſome Prem- 
gative to aſcend, nor do I intreat thee to 
reſtore me to the Arms of a Husband, 
whom I tenderly love, notwithſtanding the 
ſevere Treatment I receive from his unre: 
lenting Difpoſition; I only wiſh thou 
wouldſt vouchſafe to diſplay my Innocence, 
and inform me, by thine unerring Oracle, 
who is the Father of the Son thou haſt giv- 
en me; thy Glory is, in ſome Meaſure, 
intereſted to ſatisfy me, in two Particu- 
lars; Didſt thou form this Prodigy only 
to render me unhappy? Or, at leaſt, con- 
tinued ſhe, if the Mother hath made herſelf tei 
obnoxious to thine Indignation, extend hay 
thy Compaſſion to her Child, for wherein Wl ſha 
can he poſſibly have offended thee ? con 

This Prayer was accompanied with a Tit 
Flood of Tears; but whilſt my Mother ver 
abandoned her ſelf to Sorrow, ſhe receiv- Cor 
ed this Anſwer from the Oracle; Cumac tak 
Unui, Ceaſe 10 afflict thy ſelf fo immoderately, Be: 
thy Husband ſhall ſoon be undeceived, and bear He 
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Jeſtimony to thy Virtue, and thy Son fhall 


reign in the Iſle of Ui. | 
This favourable Anſwer was a ſingular 


| Confolation to my Mother, who returned 


to her Habitation, and patiently waited for 
the Accompliſhment of what the Oracle 


had promiſed, nor were her Expectations 
vain, for, at the Cloſe of the firſt Day 
of the next Moon, we heard a great Noiſe 


at the Door of our rural Cot ; my Mo- 
ther immediately roſe, and. when ſhe had 


opened it, beheld the Laica Cunri, a Prieſ- 
teſs of the Great Rimac; Cumac Unui, ſaid 


ſhe, I am commanded to furniſh you with 


| the Aſſiſtance you need; the Prince of 


the Iſle of Ui, has this Day entertained 


| the Magicians of his Acquaintance, with 
an extraordinary Feaſt, and To- morrow 


he intends the Lot ſhall decide which of 


them ſhall be his Succeſſor to the Sove- 


reignty of his Dominions: But the Gods 


have determined otherwiſe, and your Son 


ſhall inherit the Throne of the Iſle of LUxi; 


come then with me, for we have not any 


| Time to loſe ;, I ſaw your Husband in a 


very chearful Diſpoſition, for he has drank 
Cora very freely, and I deſired him to 
take to his Bed ſome young Damſel, whoſe 
Beauty might - juſtly merit his Embraces : 


He conſented to my Requeſt, and I am 
now preparing to place you in his Arms, 


under 
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under a borrowed Name; you mult be 


very careful not to. diſcover your ſelf till 


the Appearance of Day, at which Time, 
I intend to come into your Chamber; the 
Myſtery of this Affair ſhall then be unra- 
velled to your Satisfaction, and you ſhall 
obtain the Completion of all your Deſires; 
for the Prince will not only cauſe you to 


continue in the Palace, as his Wife, but 


your Son ſhall, at the ſame Time, be ac- 
Eknowledged by his Father 
Theſe unexpected Tydings tranſported 


my Mother with inconceivable Joy, and 


ſhe was preparing to expreſs her grateful 
Acknowledgments, when the Laica, tak- 
ing her by one Hand, and me by the o- 
ther, conveyed us in an Inſtant to the Pa- 
lace of the Prince of the Iſle of Us: : 
My Mother was immediately conducted to 
his Apartment; this is the young Perſon 
J lately mentioned to you, ſaid the Laica 
to the Prince, who immediately received 
ed his Bed, upon which the Laica re- 
tire 


HOUR VI. 


When the next Amie began to dawn, 


the Laica called me to her, and afterwards 


led me into the Prince's Chamber. He 


was ſtill in a deep Slumber, but ſhe im- 
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mediately awaked him, and, without giv- 
ing him Time to caſt his Eyes on my Mo- 
ther, Prince, ſaid ſhe, how have you paſſ- 
ed the Night? Perfectly to my Satisfacti- 
on, replied (my Father; but, ſage Laica 
continued he, what Perſon is that who ac- 


companies you ſo early this Morning? Since 


you are pleaſed to ask me that Queſtion,” 
aid ſhe, I will anſwer. you without any 
Reſerve; I am now come to acquaint you, 


that you have paſſed this Night with your 


Wife, and you are commanded: by the 
Great Rimac to receive her as your law- 
ful Spouſe, and are enjoined, by the 
ame awful Authority, to acknowledge your 
own Son; this is the Infant ſhe brought 
into the World the firſt Night of your 
Nuptials, and I now -preſent him to his 
Parent. 1 5 

Oh Heavens! how great was my Fa- 
ther's Aſtoniſnhment, when he heard. this 
Diſcourſe, and beheld his Wife at his 
side! Sage Cunri, ſaid he, I might well 
imagine you would divert your ſelf at my 
Expence; but how could you take ſo much 
Freedom with the ſacred Name of the 
Great Rimac? I am altogether loſt in A- 
mazement, and know not what to think 
of your Diſcourſe. 7; 

Alas! my Lord, replied the Zaza, 
when you are once ſenſible of the Virtue - 
ET | that 
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ſhines in your Conſort, you will un. 
doubtedly repent of all the unkind Suſpi. 
cions you have entertained to her Diſad. 
vantage; and when you are fully convin- 
ced, that you your ſelf are the Father of 
this Infant, to whom ſhe. gave Birth, 
you will no longer ſcruple to acknowledge 
him the Heir of your Dominions: Ah 
me! interrupted my Father, fooner ſhall 
the Cedars be ſeen to ſpring from the O- 


cean, and the Fiſh to ſwim on the Tops 


of the Mountains, than you - ſhall ever 
make me believe that Cumac Unui has 
preſerved her Chaſtity inviolable, and that 
the little Monſter you take by the Hand 
ever came from my Loins. 

It is, however, an 
replied the Laica, that the Great Rima 
commands you to acknowledge him for 
| _ lawful Heir, and declares it to be 
his Will, that you receive the Mother as 

our Wite, ſince her Virtue is ſufficiently 

nown to All the Gods; you muſt not 
preſume to accuſe thoſe eternal Powers 


with any premeditated Intention to deceive 


you ; render therefore a ſpeedy Obedience 
to their expreſs Injunctions, and avert the 
Effects of their Indignation, which will o- 
therwiſe be fatal to you in the Event; but 
chat all this Nye may 88 5 cleared 
up 
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infallible Truth, 
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up to your Satisfaction, give Attention to 
what I am now preparing to relate. 

Lou will certainly be ſincere enough to 
acknowledge, that you have indulged your 
| ſelf in ſeveral Gallantries, during your 
Continuance in the Country of the Colla- 
guas, becauſe you muſt be ſenſible, you was 
| never very ſcrupulous in that Reſpect ; for 
though you was always very defirous to 
eſpouſe Women of untainted Virtue, you 
have been very ſedulous to. enfnare the 
Chaſtity of many of their Sex; you re- 
member, for Inſtance, what formerly paſſ- 
| ed between Paguir and your felt ; the In- 
tercourſe you indulged your ſelf in with 
that young Widow, who was the Couſin . 
of Cumac Unui, became the Subject of ſo 
much Diſcourſe, that you mult needs re- 
collect ſome of the Particulars ; an Infant 
was the Fruit of the Familiarity between 
you and that Lady, which expoſed her 
Family to many ſcandalous Reflections; 
your Miſtreſs heard you ſeverely reproach- 
ed for that ungenerous Proceeding. ; but 
nothing was more affliftive to her than the 
Horror Cumac Unui expreſſed at her 
Crime. ; 15 
Pagquir loſt all Remains of Patience, to 
hear her Couſin, whom ſhe ſtill looked 
upon as a Child, preſcribe Rules to 
her for the better Regulation of her in- 

Vor. II. K | as. 
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diſcreet Conduct, and ſhe reſolved to a. 
venge her ſelf on the officious Virtue of 
her amiable Relation. In Order to ſuc. 
ceed more effectually in that Intention, ſhe 
_ endeavoured, as much as poſlible, to regain 
the Friendſhip of your Father-inLaw ; ſhe 
had the Satisfaction to accompliſh what ſhe 
deſired, and, in his Preſence, affected 3 
reſerved Behaviour, which ſhe took 
Care to make a Secret to you, in your Em- 
braces: But when ſhe had at laſt en- 
tirely re-eſtabliſhed her felf in the good 
Opinion of her Uncle, ſhe took the Li. 
berty to deſire his Daughter's Company 
for a few Days, pretending her felf to be 
indiſpoſed, and the Father of Cumac Uni 
ordered her to tender her Services to her 
Couſin. e ; To 
Cumac Unui was no ſooner with Paguir, 
but you received Notice to viſit your 
Miſtreſs at Midnight, and it was intt- 
mated to you, that the Door of her Houſe 
would be left open, and that Paguir was 
to lie that Night with a Lady who was 
her particular Friend; but, to prevent 
our being deceived in her, Perſon, it was 
added, that ſhe was to lie on the Right 
Side of her Friend; you was likewiſe 
informed, there would not be any Light 
in the Chamber, and was directed to con- 
vey your ſelf gently into the Bed, on 55 
755 | quit 


— 


thers 
infuſ 
her t 
ua] 
fallib 
ber, 
any 
inſte⸗ 
Side, 
that 
Lad) 
you \ 
exact 
had 


PERUV IAN TALES. 


yir's Side, with the ſame Silence ſhe he 


elf intended to obſerve ; and, leſt you_ 
ſhould be intimidated by the Danger of a 


Diſcovery, Paquir gave you to underſtand, 
by her Meſſenger, that ſhe was ſo impa- 
tient to receive the Teſtimonies of your 


Affection, that, in ſpite of all the Cir- 


cumſtances, which would, doubtleſs, in ſome 
Meaſure diminiſh the Delights of ſuch -an 


Interview, ſhe could not refuſe you the 
Satisfaction ſhe intended to grant you, as 


imperfect as it might happen to prove, 
ind that it was not any longer in her Pow- 
er to delay the Opportunity ſhe ſo paſſi- 
onately deſired, 5 

When theſe Meaſures had been concert- 
ed between you, ſhe had Recourſe to o- 
thers with Relation to her Couſin, and ſhe 
infuſed a Drug into the Liquor ſhe gave 
her that Night to drink ; and ſuch were the 
Qualities of the Drug, that they would in- 
tallibly caſt Cumac Unui into a deep Slum- 
ber, for the Space of three Hours, without 


any Poſſibility of awaking; and Paguir, 


inſtead of placing her ſelf on the Right 
Side, as ſhe had promiſed, lay on the Left, 
that you might think her Couſin was the 
Lady who invited you to her Careſſes; 
you was punctual to the Appointment, and 
exactly complied with the Intimations you 
had received, and the Pregnancy of Cu- 
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mac Unui was the Conſequence of your 
Miſtake. | RN ues 

As this was the Event Paguir intended 


to accompliſh, in Order to reduce her 


Couſin to the Condition in which ſhe 
wiſhed to behold her, ſhe took Care to 
have the ſame Interview repeated, and the 
Commerce between you was carried on, 
with this double Deception, for five ſuc- 
ceflive Nights, at the Expiration of which, 
Paguir ſent her Couſin back to her Fa. 
ther, and eight Months after this Period, 


you demanded her in Marriage; ſhe ten- 


dered you her Hands without the leaſt 
Suſpicion of what had paſſed, and her 
Fall haſtened the Birth of the Infant ſhe 
carried in her Womb. In a Word, ſhe 
became the Mother of the Child you now 
behold, and whom you can no longer de- 
ny to be your real Offspring. 

When the Laica had finiſhed this Di 
courſe, my Father caſt his Eyes on Cumac 
Unui and me, with an Air of ' Embarrafl- 
ment, for he could not refute any of the 
Circumſtances which he had heard ſo par- 
ticularly related; but he ſtill continued in 
ſome Heſitation, whether he ſhouid re- 
ceive my Mother as his Wife, and ac- 
knowledge me for his Son; but the per- 
' fuafive Power of the Proximity of 
Blood, joined with the Force of Truth, 
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two Circumſtances that work extraordina- 
ry Effects on the Mind of Man, at laſt 
determined him to act conſiſtently with his 
Duty. It would be in vain, faid he, for 
me to demand clearer Indications, and 
more unexceptionable Evidence of the Fact 
] have now heard ; yes, continued he, I ac- 
knowledge, in Cumac Unui, a Wife perfectly 
innocent of the Crime imputed to her, and 
| of which I have hitherto imagined her 
riod, guilty, and I likewiſe own my Son in the 
den. Perſon of Ma pantac. 8 

lealt At theſe Expreſſions, ſo tranſporting to 
her a tender Mother, Cumac Unui funk down, 
t the as if the had been in a Trance, her Heart 
» The WY failed her, and ſhe loſt the Faculty of 
nov Speech; but when ſhe, at laſt, revived 
r de. from the Fxtacy that had over-powered 
; her, ſhe clafped her Husband in her Arms 
Di- W wich the moſt endearing Tenderneſs, whilſt 
um her Eyes, at the ſame Time ſtreamed with 
rrali- Tears; Bleſſed be the Gods, my deareſt 
| the Conſort, ſaid ſhe, that I am now ſo for- 
Par: tunate as to behold you ſenſible of the Er- 
d n ror which has been fo fatal to my Repoſe; 
ve. may thole gracious Powers lengthen - your 
3 WF Lite to a happy old Age, and may you 
mo daily receive additional Proofs of my un- 
0 WF blemiſhed Innocence, and, if poſſible, be 
ſtill more convinced, that this Infant is 
- your real Son; this dear Event alone can 
K 3 „„ 
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dry thoſe Tears from my Eyes, which 


your Prejudice againſt us has ſo long cauſ 
ed to flow. 3 

This L anguage ſoftened my Father into 
Complacency, and he wept Tears of Joy, 
to find himſelf bleſſed in a Wife of ſo 
much Virtue; he implored her Pardon 
for the Suſpicions he had , unhappily en- 
tertained to her Diſadvantage ;- he then 
cauſed me to approach him, and this de- 


lightful Reconciliation had diffuſed ſo much | 


Tendernefſs into his Soul, that he thought 
he could never - ſufficiently careſs me; he 
folded my Mother and me in his Arms, 
without being able to difcontinue his 
Embraces, whilſt we, on our Parts, en- 
deavoured to make the beſt Returns to 
his affectionate Treatment. 

This Scene of mutual Love would have 
continued much longer, had not the Lai 


ca at laſt interrupted it with this Remark; 


Prince, ſaid ſne to my Father, you, per- 
haps, forget the Day is far advanced, and 
that you have ſeveral Gueſts who impa- 
tiently wait for your Preſence among them; 


riſe then, and give the neceſſary Orders 


for their Entertainment : At theſe Words 
my Father quitted his Bed, and went in- 
to the great Hall where all his Company 
were ajiembled ; he then placed himſelf 


at a Table with his Gueſts, and, amid 


the 
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the Pleaſures of the Feaſt, related to 
them all the Particulars which had hap- 
pened to him ſince he laſt parted from 
them; they all congratulated him on this 
Occaſion, and teſtified a general Satisfacti- 
on, that he was no longer expoſed to the 
Mortification of leaving his Dominions to 
a Stranger: Some of the Company took 
this Opportunity to intimate the Injuſtice 
of condemning apy Perſon, before all the 
Circumſtances. of the imputed Crime were 
impartially conſidered, and added, that 
one might ſome times be deceived after the 
ſtricteſt Examination, ſince a Number of 
peculiar Incidents might betray even the 
moſt cautious Perſons into ſome Inadver- 
tency in their Deciſions 3 others obſerved, 

that the Gods ſome times permitted the In- 
have W nocent to be plunged in many Calamties, 


Lii- that their Virtue might ſhine with a more 
rk; MW amiable Luſtre in ſuch a Situation. 
per- But, notwithſtanding all the Joy which 
and W then reigned in the Palace, my Arrival 
pa- in the Ifland was far from being ſatisfae- 
m; tory to the Inhabitants, and the Moment 
lers W they beheld me, they conceived a ſur- 


rds — Averſion to my Perſon, the viſible 
efects in my Form made all my Father's 

my Subjects confider me with Horror; I was 
ſelf the conſtant Subject of their Deriſion, and 
dit all the Reſpect they owed their Sovereign, 
5 X 4 could 
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could not preſerve me from the immo- 
derate Malignity of their Tongues ; nay, 
they proceeded ſtill to more criminal Ex- 
tremes, for when they became certain that 
their Prince had appointed me his Succeſ- 
for in Empire, they formed ſecret Con- 
ſpiracies againſt my Life, and I ſhould 
have infallibly been the Victim of their 
Barbarity, had not my Father been inde- 
fatigable in his Care for my Preſervation, 
This good Prince was exceedingly con- 
cerned to behold his Subjects ſo implaca- 
ble againſt me, and found himſelf reduc- 
ed to the Neceſſity, either of employing 
all his Power to transform me into.a more 
_ agreeable Shape, or elſe to compel his 
People to renounce their Antipathy a- 
oainſt me: The firit of theſe Expedients 
was altogether impracticable, after the 
Imprecations he had uttered againſt me, 


the Moment of my Nativity, and. he was 
_ conſtrained tò have Recourſe to the ſecond : 


With this View, he cauſed all the Heads 
of Families to aſſemble in his Palace, and 
then repreſented to them that he was far 
advanced in Years, and that the Time ap- 
proached when he was to be gathered to 
his Fathers; that it would therefore be a 


great Conſolation to him, before his Death, 


to ſee his Son eſtabliſhed on his T hrone, 
and that he hoped they would all acknow- 
ledge me for their Sovereign, and take an 


Oath of Fidelity to me. HOUR 
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This Propoſal was ſucceeded by a ge- 
neral Murmur, and one half of the Aſſem- 
bly teftified their Refuſal, by retiring with 
loud Exclamations of Diſcontent; whilſt 
thoſe who continued in the Palace, excuſ- 
ed themſelves from declaring their Opini- 
on, under a Pretence that the greateſt 
Part of the People were abſent : My Fa- 
ther was convinced, by this Reply, that 
they had all agreed in Concert, not to 
acknowledge me for their Sovereign, and 
he was ſo offended at this Afﬀront, that 
it was impoſſible for him to conceal his 
Indignation ; I have it in my Power, 
| faid he, to exterminate all thoſe unduti- 
ful Wretches who preſumed to withdraw 
from the Aſſembly; but I am willing 
to forget their Inſolence: Tell them, how- 
ever, that I command them to return 3 
and ſhould they dare to diſobey me, not 
one of them ſhall behold the Light of 
Tomorrow's Sun. LEES 
The Mutineers were fo terrified with 
this Menace, that they no longer perſiſt- 
ed in their Oppoſition, but immediately 
re- joined the Aſſembly, and after they 
had intreated my Father's Permiſfion to 
acquaint him with the Reaſons of their 

K 5 Di- 
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Diſſatisfaction; My Lord, faid they, we 
have all been born under your Domini- 
on, and you are ſenſible. with what Fi. 
delity we have always obeyed you ; we 
have even acknowledged you to be an 
. a complicated Prince, and as conſtantly 
admired you in that Character; the Per. 
fections of your Perſon, and the engaging 
Mien ſo peculiar to you, exalt you as 
much above us, as your Power diſtin- 
guiſhes you from the reſt of Mankind: 
But the Perſon you now recommend to 
us for your Succeſſor, is, in every Par- 

_ ticular, vaſtly different from your ſelf, 

and Nature has ſo diſgraced him in his 
Formation, that it is impoſſible for us to 
behold him without Horror; and though 


We pay the utmoſt Reſpect to the Decla- 


ration you have made, yet we intreat you 
to pardon us, if we cannot perſuade our 
ſelves that he is your Son; the lordly En- 
gles of the Air never engender the 
Bears of the Wilderneſs, nor is the ſpot- 
ted Leopard the Progeny of the bold Vul- 
tur; vouchfafe then to nominate another 
Succeſſor to your Throne; we do not fay 
one we can ardently love, but one whoſe 
Perſon, at leaſt, may not ſhock us be- 
'yond Expreſſion, when we behold him. 


I now expect your Attention in my 
Turn, replied my Father, and I mult | 


tell 
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tell you, that if my Son be not much in- 
debted to Nature, he is far from being 
any Diſhonour to fny Blood; he has a 
Veneration for Juſtice, his Soul 1s truly 
noble, and richly adorned with the Vir- 
tues of Moderation and Patience: Theſe 
are Qualities which a reaſonable People 
ſhould chiefly deſire in a Sovereign, and 
not the Accompliſhments of the Body, 
which generally enſnare a Prince into 
 Irregularities that contribute to his Deſtruc- 
tion, and ſpread Deſolation through the 
Families of his Subjects; diſpoſe your ſelves 
therefore, to-acknowledge the Heir I of- 
fer you, and ſubmit to his Government 


without Heſitation, but if you {till con- 


tinue untractable, tis my Reſolution to 


exterminate all thoſe who ſhall preſume 


to oppoſe my Will. 
My Father waited ſome Time in Ex- 
pectation of their Anſwer, but, at laſt, 
one of the Aſſembly, who was molt ad- 
vanced in Years, roſe from his Seat, and 


expreſſed himſelf to this Effect; Why 


ſhould your Subjects, my Lord, be pu- 


niſhed for a Repugnance they are unable 


to conquer? Have we any Ability to pre- 
ſcribe the Approach or Diſtance of Ob- 
jects as they appear to us agreeable or 


diſpleaſing? Would it not, my Lord, 


be more natural for you to have Recourſe 
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204 PERUVIAN TALES. 
to ſome Expedient that may render your 
Son more ſupportable to our View ? 
Would you condeſcend to this, your Sub- 
Jets would immediately ſubmit to his 
Government, and ſhould it not be in your 
Power to effect any Change in his Perſon, 
yet we intreat you to favour him with ſome 
Preſent, which, though it ſhould not di- 
miniſn his Deformity, may, at leaſt, work 
a ftrong Impreſſion on the Minds of your 
People, who, when they behold him veſt- 
ed with ſome extraordinary Prerogative, 


will dutifully acknowledge his Superiority | 


over them. : 
This Diſpoſition. of the Aſſembly, did 
not immediately prove agreeable to my 


Father; on the one Hand, faid he, I am 


not capacitated to change my Son's Fi- 


gure, for I am ſenſible my Power is re- 
{trained in that Particular; on the other 


Hand, what Preſent can 1 poſſibly make 
him, and what Advantage will he derive 
from it? I now ſtand on the Verge of the 


Grave, and the Enchantment I operate to 


Day, may poſſibly be diſſolved To-morrow, 
Here my Father pauſed for ſome Mo- 
ments, and, at laſt, commanded one of 
tus Attendants to bring me before him. 


When I was introduced into the Hall 


where the Aſſembly was ſeated, my Ears 
were ſhocked with confuſed Cries gots 
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loud Peal of Laughter, which made it 
evident, the People had but little Incli- 


nation to conform themſelves to my Fa- 
ther's Commands, tho? at the ſame Time 
his Preſence of Mind ſuffered no Diminu- 


tion by this Inſtance of their Diſreſpect 3 


Approach me my Son, ſaid he with a ſe- 


rene Air, and place your ſelf on the Throne 


the Gods have ordained you to aſcend ; 
be not, in the leaſt, intimidated at the 


Raillery and Inſults of your Subjects, for 
you ſhall, this Day, enjoy ſuch a large 
Participation of my Power, as ſhall ſut- 


ficiently enable you to puniſh all thoſe 
who dare to oppoſe you; as for. your 


Parts, ye .raſh and untractable Men! 


added he, I command you to be ſilent 
if you would avoid the fatal Effects of 


my Diſpleaſure. 33 
At the Cloſe of theſe Words, my 


Father gently touched me with his Scep- 


ter, and, at the ſame Inſtant, two large 
Wings, adorned with beautiful Plumes, 
expanded from my Back, and I found my 


ſelt capable of flying from one End of 
the World to the other. This extraor- 
dinary Prerogative had all the Effect my 
Father deſired ; for the whole Aſſembly 
ſeemed loſt in Aſtoniſhment, when they be- - 
held this wonderful Event; their ſormer 
Obſtinacy was changed to Fear and Rel} os 
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and, in a few Moments, they unanimouſ. 
ly addreſſed their Vows to me, as if I 
had been a God; We now, ſaid they, ac- 
knowledge you to be the Sovereign of 
the Iſle of xi; reign over us, O mighty 
Prince ! and vouchſate to be propitious to 
a dutiful People, who will joyfully ſwear 
to be obedient to your Sway | 

This Agreement was ratified the ſame 
Day, between me and my Subjects, by 
ſolemn Sacrifices, and the uſual Oaths of 
Allegiance. 

Within a ſhort Time after this Tranſ. 
action, Death deprived me of my Father, 
who, a few Days before he expired, was 
convinced, to his unſpeakable Affliction, 
that he had unjuſtly killed his firſt Wife. 
The Officer who had preſumptuouſly at- 
tempted to violate the Honour of that in- 
nocent Lady, was ſeized with a Diſtem- 
per, which, in two Days, ended his Life; 
and as he was perſuaded the Gods are 
compaſſionate to the Guilty, when they 
make a ſincere Confeſſion of their Crimes, 
he diſcloſed, a few Moments before he 
died, his diſhonourable Treatment of my 
Mother. n-Law, with all the Circumſtan- 
ces I have already related. 

My Father was fo deeply affected with 
this ſad Diſcovery, that he died in leſs 


than the Space of one Moon, and when 
the 
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the Solemnities of his Funeral were over, 
I aſſociated my Mother into an equal 


ſhe lived. | 

2 Progreſs, at her Sollicitations, to gain 
velled through all the Provinces on the 
Continent, where I imagined I had any 


Probability to find him; I at laſt met 
with him towards the Frontiers of Hattun 


{- Rucana; but he was ſo ſatisfied with the 
> Condition of Life he then enjoyed, that 
8 I could not prevail upon him to live with 
5 me; he was greatly eſteemed by a Ma- 
E gician, who, by the Power of his Art, 
, _ enlarged his Body to thoſe enormous Di- 
f menſions in which he appeared to Prince 


 Houac, - 

My Father, as I have already intimat- 
ed, reſigned the Soveraignty of this Iſland 
to me, but I was ſo young and unexperi- 
enced, that he prudently kept the Reins 
of Government in his own Hands during 


this State of Mortality, I had fo little 
Confidence in my own Ability, that J 
thought it the wiſelt Courſe to rule in 
Conjunction with my Mother. My In- 
tention in this Proceeding, was to regu- 
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Share of the Government, and conducted 
my ſelf by her wiſe Counſels ſo long as 
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After ſome Time was elapſed, I took 
ſome Tydings of my Brother, and tra- 
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203 PERNUYTAN TALES. 
late my ſelf by her Advice, and, by De- 
grees, to acquire the noble Art of reign- 
ing well, In this Manner did I paſs 
my early Youth in Tranquility, and was 
only ambitious to pleaſe my Parent, and 
9 my Subjects happy. 85 
When I began to enter upon an Age 
of Maturity, my Mother thought it ad- 
viſeable for me to appear in a new Scene 
of Life; My Son, ſaid ſhe, it is now Time 


for you to think of Marriage, fince it is 


from you alone I can expect an Offspring 
who may convey, to your Poſterity, the 
Power tranſmitted to you from your An- 
ceſtors ; and, as this Power 1s confined, at 
reſent, to ſome Limitations, it would 
e proper for you to chooſe a Conſort a- 
mong the Daughters of the Prophets, be- 
cauſe ſuch an Alliance may render the 
5 oat of cur Family much more exten- 
ive. 
This Propofal, at. firſt, was very a- 
greeable to my Inclinations, and I rea- 
_ oily diſpoſed my {elf to give my Mo- 
ther all the Satisfaction ſhe deſired ; but 
when I conſidered the Obſtacles I might 
naturally expect in the Profecution of my 
Deſign, I began to be not a little diſcou- 
raged; how can I flatter my ſelf, faid 
I, with the leaſt Probability of inſpiring 
the Daughter of a Prophet with any Sen- 
V | timenta 
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timents in my Favour, when I have Rea- 


ſon to believe that even the Daughter of 


a private Man would refuſe to eſpouſerme ? 
Thoſe whom I have hitherto attempted to 
pleaſe, have always treated me with Aver- 
ſion, and, as to the Daughters of the Pro- 
phets, the Advantages of their Birth, and 
the Power they derive from it, render 
them haughty and untractable; for which 
Reaſon I am ſenſible my unhappy Form, 
inſtead of creating any Tenderneſs in their 


Soul, will only fill them with Hor- 


| Tor. : 
It was in vain for me to alledge the 
many Diſadvantages I had to contend 
with; my Mother ſtill preſſed me to Mar- 


riage with ſo much Importunity, that, in 


Complacency to her Deſires, I promiſed to 


leave nothing unattempted to oblige” her in 


this Particular. 
HOUR XIIX. 
With this Reſolution I took my Flight 


from the Ifle of Ux: to the Continent, and 


directed my firſt Progreſs to the Temple 
of the Great Rimac; my Intention was 
not to conſult the Oracle in the Choice of 
any particular Perſon for the Partner of 
my -Bed, for I did not once flatter my 
ſelf, that I could poſſibly fix my Inclina- 

5 tions 


210 PERUVIAN TALES. 
tions on any Lady with Succeſs ; I was 
cnly deſirous to know whether it would 
be advantageous to me to think of Mar- 
riage in general, and I received this An- 
{wer from the Oracle. 


Would you the gentle Pleaſures prove, 
Which fuveetly flow from nuptial Love; 
Remember lis cur fixd Decree, 

That what yeu are, you ceaje to be: 
Till then, Iwill be your Fate lo bear 
Severe Diſdain and {ad Deſpair. 


The Obſcurity of this Anſwer made me 
think it neceſſary to return to my Mother 
to conſult her Opinion on my future Pro- 
ceeding; I repeated to her the Decla- 
ration of the Oracle, and ſhe was, at firſt, 
as much perplexed as my ſelf at the my- 
ſterious Language, but when ſhe had con- 
ſidered it for ſome Time, I am inclined to 
think, ſaid ſhe, that you ought to diveſt 

your ſelf of the Sovercignty of this Iſland, 
for when you are no longer a reigning 
Prince, you will certainly ceaſe to be what 
you now are. 'This Interpretation appear- 
ed to me very reaſonable, and, in Con- 
ſequence of that Perſuaſion, I aſſembled 
the Elders of the People, and gave them 
to underſtand, that, in Obedience to the 
Commands of the Gods, I ſolemnly re- 
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nounced the Throne of the Ifle of Uxi, and 


entirely reſigned it to my Mother, whom, 
for the future, they were to e as 
their only lawful Sovereign. | 
My Subjects were far from being diſſa- 
tisfied at this Declaration, and were more 
inclinable to ſubmit to the Government 
of a Woman, than to render Obedience 
to a Man whoſe Perſon was their Averſi- 
on, tho* they reſpected his Power; 1 am 
perſuaded many other Nations would, with 
the ſame Tranquility, bear the Loſs of a 
Maſter to whoſe Authority they ſubmit- 


ted, rather from the Motives ot Duty, 
than any Affection to his Perſon: I did 


not obſerve one of my Subjects who te- 
ſtified the. leaſt Regret at the Reſolution 
I had taken; and this ungenerous Indiffe- 
rence made me leſs ſenſible of the Los of 
my Dominions. 

I was now fully perſuaded that I had 
effectually accompliſhed the Condition im- 
poſed upon me by the Oracle, and began 
to flatter my ſelf that there was not any 
Alliance, how conſiderable ſoever, to which 
I might not juſtly aſpire; ſpirited by this 
Imagination, I ſoon took Leave of my 
Mother, with a ſolemn Promiſe not to 
return into her Dominions till could 
preſent her with a Daughter-in-Law al- 


EINE worthy. of her Approbation: z and 
thus 
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thus I quitted the Ifle of Ci a fecord 
Time. N 

The Progreſs I now undertook, was 
of a much longer Continuance than the 
former, and when I had traverſed the Im- 
menſity of the Ocean, and paſſed through 
many Regions of the Continent, I viſited 
ſeveral Magicians, with whom I had con- 
trated an Intimacy, and was directed by 
them to the Habitations of many others 
of that Claſs, whom I likewiſe viſited in 
Succeſſion, The favourable Reception they 
all afforded me, contributed not a little to 
confirm me in the advantageous Opinion 
I had entertained of my own Merit, ſince 
my Abdication of the Throne of Ui; 
and this Indulgence to my ſelf, made it 
ſo difficult for the amiable Sex to pleaſe 
me, that I beheld, with Indifference, the 
_ Generality of thoſe Ladies, who, at any 
Time, preſented themfelves to my View, 
and my Heart was only to be touched by 
the moſt finiſhed Beauty Nature had e- 
ver formed. It was my happy Fortune, 
in the Courſe of my Travels, to become 

acquainted with many lovely Virgins, 
whoſe Charms were ſufficiently engaging ; 
but my greateſt Perplexity was to de- 
termine my Choice in Favour of any par- 

ticular Object. 


ST he 
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The beauteous: Chici, a Daughter of 


the Magician Hinapac, was, at laſt, the 
Perſon to whom I determined to addreſs 
my Vows; 1t was impoſlible for the Pen- 
cil of Nature to delineate a more amia- 
ble Complexion; her Eyes ſparkled with 
a Vivacity that dazzled every Beholder ; 
the delicate Turn of her Shape, and the 
numberleſs Graces that played around 
her, were inimitable ; her inchanting Aſ- 
pet, in which the flowry 
Youth began to unfold all its Perfect ions, 
was the choſen Seat of Innocence and un- 


ſullied Purity; ſo that to behold, to love, 
and to languiſh for the Poſſeſſion of ſo 


accompliſhed a Creature, were the inevi- 
table Effects of the ſame Inſtant of Time, 


and produced all their united Impreſſions 


on my Soul in a Moment: I was, far 


a long Time, indefatigable to convince 


her, by many tender Sollicitudes, and 
the ſofteſt Aſſiduities, how much ſhe had 
rendered me the Captive of her Charms; 
but alas! all my ſedulous Reſpect, joined 
with the moſt endearing Language I could 
poſſibly utter, did not gain me the leaſt 
Advantage, and ſhe ſtill continued inſenſi- 
ble to my fervent Paſſion; ſhe perpetu- 
ally affected a down-caſt Look, and was 
ever ſent when ſhe appeared before me; 
and tho' I continued with her Father for 
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214 PERUY IAN TALES. 
the Space of ſeveral Moons, ſhe never 
condeſcended to favour me with one Glance 


in all that Period, nor vouchſafed to af. 


ford my Addreſſes. the kind Exchange of 
a ſingle Expreſſion. 

This fixed Indifference drove me, at 
laſt, to- Deſparation it ſelf, and I. was un- 
able to comprehend why ſo lovely an 
Object ſhould poſſeſs a Heart of Ada- 
mant; I am very ſenſible, would I fre- 
quently ſay to my ſelf, that Fear and Ir- 
reſolution are natural to Youth and Inno- 
cence, and yet I am at a Los to aſſign a- 
ny Reaſon, why { the moſt cautious 
and reſerved Maiden ſhould always ſtudy 
to be untractable to a Lover; is it poſſi- 
ble then, that ſhe ſhould never habituate 
her ſelf to the Sight of one of our Sex? I 
thought, till now that the moſt unprac- 
tiſed Fair one, who, at firſt turns her 


Eyes with Diffidence on her Adorer, might 


be taught, by Time, to behold him with 


leſs Timidity and Confuſion. 
I was no leſs aſtoniſhed to obſerve, 
that the inflexible Chici did not pay the 
leaſt Deference to my Birth and Perſon; 
- She cannot, ſaid 1, be unacquainted that 
I derive my Deſcent from the Race of the 
Prophets, and conſequently that there can- | 
not be any Diſproportion between us; ſhe 
muſt likewiſe be ſenſible. that I am pri- 
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vileged with Wings, and ſurely this Pre- 
rogative alone might induce her to treat 
me with ſome Diſtinction, and procure 
me the Tranſport of one endearing Smile ; 
ſhe has never ſeen a Man who can appear in 


Competition with me, and yet ſhe has not 
any. Curioſity to conſider me with the 


ſmalleſt Attention; in fine, I grew ſo im- 
patient at her ſtrange Indifterence, that I 


imagined her ſevereſt Averſion would be 


leſs inſupportable to my Soul. 


I could now no longer endure to be al- 


ways, amorous without any rational Pro- 


bability of an obliging Return, and if I 
had not found Means, in this Situation, to 


flatter my ſelf with ſome faint Hopes, I 
know not what might have been the E- 


vent. As yet I had not diſcloſed my Paſ- 


ſion for Chici to any of my Friends, I had 


obſerved the ſame Privacy, even with Re- 


ſpect to her Parents, and her Brother A. 
mangay, with whom I was united in the 
ſtricteſt Friendſhip, was equally unacquaint- 
ed with the State of my Heart ; though 


at laſt I began to think it adviſeable not 
to leave any Thing unattempted to engage 


him in my Intereſt : To this Effect, I one 
Day propoſed to him to make a little Ex- 
curſion into the Country, to enjoy the ſa- 
lutary Gales which the Fields and Vallies, 


in that agreeable Seaſon, perfumed with 
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216 PERUVIAN TALES. 
all their Sweets“; he was very willing to 


accompany me, and we walked to a 
neighbouring Brook, on the Banks of which 


we ſeated our ſelves, under a great Tree 


that covered us with a refreſhing Shade. 
I was on the Point of making him the 
Confidante of my Paſſion, when we were 
- alarmed with loud Sounds, that reſembled 
the Roar of Lions; we turned our Heads 
to that Part of the Country from whence 
the Noiſe proceeded, and ſaw a numerous 
Troop of young Men mounted on tame 
Lions, and advancing to the Place where 
we were ſeated; the Perſon who marched 
in the Van, engaged all our Attention, 
by his noble Mien and the Richneſs of 
the Habit he wore 3 his Shape was per- 
fectly eaſy and exact, and the gracious Air 
of his Face appeared ſo ſoft and engaging, 
that Amangay and my ſelf could not for- 
bear expreſſing our mutual Admiration 
of ſo amiable a Perſonage ; his Head 
was beautifully adorned with waving 
- Plumes of various Colours, arranged into 
a Form very delightful to behold ; he 
approached us with great Civility, and 
 defired us to inform him if the Manſion 
of the Magician Hinapac was far from 
that Place; Amangay replied, that he was 
the Son of Hinapac, and that the Palace 


was not above thrice the Diſtance of a 


for- 
tion 


into 


and 
ion 


Was 
ace 
fa 


Bow-ſhot from thence, adding, that we 
would accompany him thither if he were 
ſo diſpoſed ; at theſe Words the Prince 
of Hillavi, for that was the Stranger's Ti- 
tle, deſcended from the Lion on _ whoſe 
Back he was mounted, and walked with 
Amangay and my ſelf towards the Palace 
where the Magician reſided, 

For my Particular, I was quite loſt in 
Thought at this unexpected Adventure,and 
when ever I caſt my Eyes on the amiable 

Stranger, my Heart was diſcompoſed be- 
yond Expreſſion ; I imagined I now beheld 
a dangerous Rival, and was no longer per- 
mitted to doubt of that Misfortune, when 
he acquainted us with the Cauſe of his 


Journey. I have heard, faid he, ſuch ex- 


raordinary Commendations of the Merit 
and Attractions of the Fair Chici, that I 
could not reſiſt the Curioſity of being con- 
vinced by my own Eyes, if Fame has 
been impartial in her Praiſe; I have ſeen 
many Ladies 1n my Time who paſſed for 
celebrated Beauties, hut as yet, they have 
not been able to inſpire my Heart with 
any Sentiments of Tenderneſs, for which 
Reaſon I ſhould not be diffatisfied to find 
one whoſe Charms would be powerful e- 


nough to awake me from my Indolence to 


Love. 
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When we arrived at the Palace, we 
ſaw the Magician walking in the great MW thi 
Court, and, as he knew the Prince of Hil- no 
{avi the Moment he beheld him, he ad- M. 
vanced to meet him, and, in the moſt o. ful 
bliging Manner, teſtified the Satisfaction (cr: 
he received from ſuch a Vilit 3 the Prince, MW Sui 
who expected to fee the hideous Figure the 
of ſome old Magician, was exceedingly WM wat 
ſurpriſed to behold a Man of a noble tene 
Port, graced with an Auguſt and Ma- 
jeſtick Air; he very reſpectfully kiſſed 
the Border of Hinapac's Cincture, he ac- 
quainted him with the Occaſion of hi | 
Journey, and deſired to know if he might 
be permitted to viſit the Fair Chic. 
My Daughter, replied the Magician, is 
accefſible to all thoſe who have an Inclina- 
tion to ſee her, and a low Birth, or even 
a difagreeable Perſon, are not conſidered 
as any Diſqualifications in the Competitors 
for her Favour; every one who declares 
himſelt her Lover, is in full Liberty to 
purſue his Pretenſions, and may even al- 
pire to the Privilege of eipoufing her; but 
then the Number of thoſe muſt be com- 1 
pleated before ſhe can be under any Obli-·¶ Rece 
vation of making a Reply to their Ad- 
dreſſes, or caſting her Eyes on any of the | 
Candidates for her Affection who preſent £ amial 


themſelves before her; In fine, ſhe mult I Char: 
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have fifty Lovers, all diſpoſed to hazzard 
their Perfons in three different Probations ; 


none but the Conqueror can obtain her in - 


Marriage, and all thoſe who are unſucceſs- 
ful muſt die, according to the Law pre- 


ſcribed in this Competition; forty-eight 


Suitors have already conſented. to accept of 
theſe Terms, and only two more are now 
wanting; the Moment they appear, I in- 
tend to propoſe the three Conditions which 
the Gods exact from him whg is pre-or- 
dained to be my Son-in-Law. As yet, 


replied the Stranger, I am unable to judge 
what Impreſſions the Charms of your 


Daughter will work upon my Heart, but 
am determined to rank my ſelf among 
the Number of her Adorers, were it on- 


ly to give me an Opportunity of engag ging | 


in the Adventures you have intimated ; 
love to expoſe my Fortitude to the ſtrong- 
eſt Proofs, and to purchaſe "NE amidit 
the greateſt Dangers, 


HOUR * 


The Prince of Hillavi, after this firſt 
Reception, was. conducted to the Palace, 
and, to my great Mortification, thought 
the Daughter of the Magician much more 
amiable than I could have wiſhed; her 
chan e him altogether i irre- 
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220 PERUVIAN TALES. 
ſiſtable, and he immediately acquainted 
her with the Paſſion her Eyes had kind- 
led in his Soul; but as ſhe made no Re- 
ply to that Declaration, he gently re- 
proached her for her Indifference, and was 
perpetually repeating to her, that if ſhe 
would but caſt her Eyes upon him for a 
Moment, her Inſenſibility would ceaſe : 
But with all his Expoſtulations and ob- 
ſequious Behaviour, he continued as un- 
ſucceſsful as the reſt of his Rivals : Chic 
perpetually directed her Eyes to the Earth, 
and was entirely unattentive to all the amo- 
rous Language he could poſſibly utter. 
I happened at that Time to have an 
accidental View of this lovely Virgin, and 
immediately found my ſelf more inflamed 
than ever; at the ſame Inſtant my Love 
kindled into Jealouſy, and I was appre- 
henſive leſt ſome. new Rival ſhould pre- 
ſent himſelf, and deprive me of all Hopes 
of contending for the Victory; I reſolv- 
ed therefore not to expoſe my {elf to the 
Danger of any longer Delay, nor to loſe, 
by any unſeaſonable Reſpect, the Advan- 
tages I might hope for as well as others, 
With this Reſolution I immediately de- 
clared my ſelf the fiftieth Lover, and 
now, my Lord, faid 1 to the Magician, 
the Number you deſire is compleat, and! 
intend to maintain my Pretenſions to o_ 
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and be you propitious to our Enterpiſe, 
and look favourably on a Paſſion which is 
not diſapproved by the Gods. 


The Magician ſeemed very much cranſ- 


orted at this Declaration, and was diſ- 
poſed to afford me all the Satisfaction J 
deſired. To-morrow, faid he, I intend to 


propoſe the three Adventures, in which 
you are to engage, and only wait till then 


for the Arrival of your Competitors. He 
ſent that Night to give them Notice of 
his Intentions, and the next Day they all 
appeared in the Palace, when the Magi- 
cian exprefled himſclt to this Effect. That 
Perſon among you, ſaid he, who is deſt in- 
ed to eſpouſe my Daughter, muſt ,d1ſpute 
with his Rivals the Prize of Swiftneſs in 
the Race, Dexterity in Swiming, and the 


Maſterſhip of the Bow; and the Poſſeſ- 


fon of her Perſon ſhall recompenſe the 
Conqueror. Theſe are the Conditions re- 


quired by the Gods, and Death will be 
the Fate of thoſe who are defeated in this 
Contention. You have now Time to deli- 


berate on this Propoſal, and, if you pleaſe, 


may renounce your Pretentions to à Mar- 


rage, which muſt be- preceded by ſo much 


Danger; you may direct your Vows to 
ſome other Object, without any Fear of 


L 3 | theſe 
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fection of your amiable Daughter; let my 
Rivals be acquainted with this Circumſtance, 
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222 PERNRVUY TAN TALES. 
theſe hazardous Circumſtances to which 
you are now expoſed. Each of you enjoys 
tome conſpicuoys Qualifications which 
cannot fail to render him acceptable, and 
it is eaſy for you to find a Number of 
beauteous Virgins who will eſteem it their 
Happineſs to be favourable to your Addreſ- 
fes, upon much better Terms than thoſe 1 
have ſet before you. ** 
When the Magician had ended his Diſ- 
courſe, the whole Aſſembly anſwered him 
with one Voice, without a Moment's He- 
ſitation; Ah! my Lord, cried we, it is 
in vain to diſſuade us from our Deſign, 
by the Repreſentation of the Dangers 
that may attend us; we are all determin- 
ed either to gain this amiable Conquelt or 
periſh in the Experiment, and we love your 
Daughter with too much Ardour, to have 
any Regard for Life withour her ; we are 
all ready to diſpute the Victory, and ſcom 
to be intimidated at any Danger you have 
repreſented, for our Thoughts are only 
employed on the Recompenſe that will flow 
from the charming Object of our Deſires. 


The Fair Chic: was preſent on this Oc. 


caſion, and when ſhe heard the unanimous 
Reſolution of her Suitors, ſhe diſpoſed her 
ſelf to ſpeak to us for the firſt Time. Ge- 
nerous Lovers, ſaid ſhe, J conſider, with 
the greateſt Reluctance, that the Death 
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of forty-nine of your Number muſt be 
che fatal Effect of your Paſſion 3 believe 
me, I reproach my ſelf for being the 
unhappy Cauſe of the evident Danger to 
which you are determined to expoſe your 
ſelves for my Sake; and yet you muſt 
be fo juft as to acknowledge that I am, 
at the fame Time, an innocent Cauſe of 
the Conſequences that may enſue. I ſincere- 
ly wiſh you would no longer perſiſt in 
a Deſign that ſeems unjuſtiftable and ir- 
rational in many Reſpects, and I ſhould 
have rejoiced had it never been your Miſ- 
fortune to have ſeen me. You all merit 
a better Fate than that which you are 
preparing to experience, and are worthy 
to poſſeſs the moſt amiable Perſons of 
my Sex; but ſince you appear fo inflex1- 
ble in the Reſolution you have formed, 
you can only charge your elves with 
whatever may be the Event. „ 

In this Manner did Chic: unfold her 
ſelf to the Aſſembly, her Eyes ſparkled 
with a thouſand glittering Bzams, and the 
Accents of her Voice were ſo ſoft and 
harmonious, that we could neither hear 
or behold her without feeling all the Tranſ- 
ports of Admiration and Love; and. our 
Paſſion, if poſſible, became more violent 


than it was the firſt Day we beheld her. 
Should ſome Goddeſs, ſaid we, deſcend 
 L-.- ; 


from 
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from the pure Regions of Bliſs to this 


Earth, ſhe would never aſſume any other 
Form; ſuch; would be the living Luſtre 
of her Eyes, and ſuch the breathing Mu- 
fick of her Voice; her Divinity would be 
unable to unfold a greater Profuſion of 
Charms than are diſcloſed by this beauti- 
ful Creature. No, my Lord, continued 
we, addreſſing our ſelves to the Magici- 
an, the Earth cannot produce any Object 
which bears the leaſt Similitude to your 
lovely Daughter, and we too long delay 
the Happineſs of him who is deſtined to 
eſpouſe her; let the Race be marked out 
immediately, we ſtand ready to contend for 
Victory. My Friends, replied the Magi- 
clan, you ſhall have all the Satisfaction 


you . requeſt z' upon which he directed us 


to meet on the Bank of the River, aſſu- 
ring us at the ſame Time, that he would 


attend us there, when he had compleated 


all the neceſſary Preparations for the Ex- 
erciic we were to perform. 


The Race was to be exhibited i in a Fg 


cious Plain that ſtretched its Level beyond 
the View of the keeneſt Eye, and was 
bounded on one Side by the River. We 


were appointed to run the Length of five 
hundred Paces, and that the Contenders for 
the Prize might not obſtruct one another 


in their Progreſs, fifty Lines were drawn 
| out 
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out to the Diſtance we were to arrive at, ai d 
each of us was to confine his Feet to one 
of theſe Lines; at the Extremity of each 
of which was placed a Cocoa, which 


thoſe who were able to reach ſo far, were 


to take up and carry back to the- Point 
from whence they ſtarted. The Magician 
and his Daughter, together with their 
Friends and Relations who were 1nvited to 
be preſent at this Competition, were to 
give their Deciſion according to the E- 
vent, tho?, indeed, that Province ſeemed 
altogether unneceſſary, for the Boundary of 
the Race had ſuch a Fatality, that the 
Moment any one attained to it, all the 
reſt who were diſtanced immediately lay 


dead on the Spot. : 


1 


In a little Time the Magician, with all 


his Company made their Appearance, and 


when he had ſurveyed us a few Moments, 
My Friends, ſaid he, it is now incumbent 
on you to exert all your Vigour and Ac- 
tivity; you are all acquainted with the 
Laws that regulate this Conteſt, begin the 
Race then when you hear the Trumpets 
ſound the Signal. We promiſed to obey 
him, and each of us appeared impatient 
to diſpute the Victory. At firſt ſome Dif- 
ficulty was ſtarted with Reſpect to mi 
Wings, and all my Rivals proteſted againf! 
my employing them on this Occaſion. Our 
L5 Cal- 
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Challenge, ſaid they, only regards a Race, 
and has no Relation to flying; fo that 
the Magician was, at laſt, obliged to ad- 
Juſt this Diſpute by ſome proper Ex- 
pedient, which was, that I might expand 
my Wings, and uſe them in any Manner! 
thought fit, provided I did not. raiſe my 
ſelf into the Air; and this Deciſion gave 
a general Satisfaction. Each of us now 
placed himſelf on one of the Lines, and 
when the Trumpets ſounded, we all ſtart- 
ed from the Lifts with ſuch light Steps, 
that it might have been thought we skim'd 
over the Waves of the Sea. 5 
We all arrived at the firſt Goal where 


the Cocoas were placed, almoſt at the fame 


Inſtant. Each of us caught up our own 
Fruit, and, without loſing a Moment's 
Time, endeavoured to compleat a ſecond 
- Courſe ; but the Event of this proved ve- 
ry. different from the firſt; for, after we 
had ſtretched to the Diſtance of ſome hun- 
dred Paces, ſeveral of my Competitors 
were fo debilitated, that they dropped their 
Cocoas out of their Hands, and imagined 
when they were diſcharged. from that In- 
cumbrance, that they ſheuld finiſh their 
Race with the greater Expedition. But 
they were ſoon convinced of their Mit- 
take, for they continued immoyeable on 
the ſame Spot of Earth, without 15 5 

28 wy able 
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able to advance or retire. The Indigna- 
tion they conceived at ſuch a Diſappoint- 
ment, obliged them to ſnatch up the fa- 
tal Cocoas, and exert their utmoſt Ef- 
forts, though in vain, to ſtart before their 


| Rivals in the Race. It was impoſſible for 


them, from that Moment to recover the 
Diftance the other's had gained upon them; 
ſome were compelled to ſtop in order to 
take Breath, and fancied that would ena- 
ble them to regain new Vigour, though 
they were unfortunately deceived in their 
Expectations, and only waſted away their 
precious Moments. In vain did they exert 


all their Strength and Agility to overtake 


thoſe before them, it was no longer in 
their Power to diſpute the Victory, and the 


moſt vigorous Antagoniſts were already 
at the Barriers. 


Of fifty who had undertaken the Race, 
twenty-ſeven compleated it at the fame In- 
ſtant, but the reſt who were ſurpaſſed in 
Swiftneſs, fell dead on the Earth the Mo- 
ment the Conquerors had touched the Goal. 
I had the good Fortune to be one of the 
ſucceſsful Competitors 3 the People crown- 
ed us with Chaplets of Flowers, and the 
Remainder of the Day was devoted to Fe- 
ſtivals and Joy. _ Wa. 
Towards the Noon of the next Day, 
we prepared for the ſecond Conteft, and 
Eons: aſſem- 
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aſſembled our ſelves on the Bank of the dif 
River to diſpute the Prize of Swimming, MW TI 
The two Boundaries were exactly marked I evi 
out, and the one was two hundred and fifty ¶ ene 
Paces diſtant from the other. We all Re 
ſprung into the Water, equally ranged in the 
Front, and the Moment the Signal inform- Cu 
ed us of our Duty, we darted forward det 
with a general Emulation. Some of our the 
Number ſeemed to flide over the limpid inte 
Surface of the Stream; others, whoſe MW Th 
Heads and Hands were only viſible to the MW Co 
Spectators, cut through the Fluid with a ſur- ¶ gui 
priſing Rapidity, and every Individual em- the: 
ployed all his Vigour and Expertneſs in W wer 
this Exerciſe, to prevent the Misfortune oi W De; 
being diveſted of the Prize; but notwith- MW fx 
ſtanding all their Efforts of Strength and I 
Skill, I ſaw one and twenty of my Ri- the! 
vals left behind at a great Diſtance. The MW Wi 
Shame of beholding themſelves in a Man- ver; 
ner vanquiſhed by thoſe who were ſo far {lf 
before them, - prompted them to utter MW out 
Vows to Heaven for their Succeſs ; but all WM the 
the Divinities they then invoked, were WW inca 
unattentive to their Supplications, and the con 


Victory they ſo paſſionately deſired, en- F, 
tirely depended on the Vigour of their cide 
Arms, which now, to their fatal Experi- pou 


ence, began to loſe all their Spring and I ent 
Force. Theſe unhappy Perſons were FI Wh 
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diſpirited by Fear, and turned all their 
Thoughts to preſerve themſelves from the 
evident Danger that threatned them; they 
endeavoured to gain the Bank as their laſt 
Refuge, but were unable to ſwim either to 
the Right or the Left. The interpoſing 
Current, or rather ſome ſuperior Power, 
detained them at this Juncture, and now 
they attempted, amidſt their Deſpair, to 
intereſt the Spectators in their Favour. 
They uttered doleful Cries, they implored 
Compaftion, and ſtretched out their lan- 
guid Arms to receive Aſſiſtance ; but all 
their Appeals to the Pity of the People 
were ineffectual, and they ſunk into the 
Depth of the Waters the Moment the 
ſix Victors had arrived at the Boundary. 

I was ſtill ſo happy as to be one of 
theſe laſt, but I muſt acknowledge my 
Wings contributed to my Succeſs, and 
very ſeaſonably aided me to ſuſtain my 
ſelf on the Surface of the Water. With- 
out them I had inevitably been loſt, for 
the Structure of my Body rendered me 
incapable of diſputing the Prize for any 
conſiderable Length of Time. 

And now the Bow only remained to de- 
cide which of the Competors was to eſ- 
pouſe the amiable Chici, and this Expedi- 
ent was likewiſe deferred till the next Day, 
When the Sun roſe upon the Morning, we 

| began 
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began to prepare our ſelves for the laſt 
Trial of our Abilities, and Chic: appear- 
ed that Day a thouſand Times more ami- 
able than ever. Her Heart was enlivened 
by a ſecret Joy, which diffuſed ſuch an 
Air of Sweetneſs and Serenity through 
all her Aſpect, as perfectly tranſported e- 
very Beholder. She aſſiſted as uſual at 
the Preparations of this Enterprize, and 
her lovely Appearance animated our Souls 
„ - es 
We were now reduced to the Number 
of ſix Competitors, as I have already inti- 
mated, and the Magician furniſned each 
of us with a Bow and one Arrow; after 
which he conducted us into the: Plain 
where the Race had been exhibited. This 
is the Day, faid he, that muſt decide 
your Pretenſions, and I bind my ſelf 
by a ſolemn Oath, to beſtow my Daugh- 
ter on that Perſon whoſe Arrow ſhall 
glance neareſt to the Mark. This Mark 
was a Pole, which roſe twice the Height 
of a Man, and on the Top was faſtened a 
Board, covered with a ſmall Mat of Reeds, 
into which the Arrow might eaſily pene- 
trate and continue fixed ; ſeveral Circles 
were traced out on this Mat, and they 
differed in their Dimenſions, in Propor- 
tion to their Diſtance from the Center. 


HOUR 
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HH 
Our Arrows were all marked, that they 
might be diſtinguiſhed the better; and, 
when this was done, we drew Lots to de- 
cide who ſhould launch the firſt Shaft. 
Chance determined it for the Prince of 
Hillavi, who, as well as my ſelf, had been 
victorious in the two former Probations. 
He accordingly ſhot firſt ; the other four 
were to ſucceed him, and I drew my Bow 
the laſt. It was my good Fortune to plant 
my Arrow directly in the Mark, and I was 
immediately ſenſible of my Victory by the 
unfortunate Death of my five Antagoniſts, 
who, at the ſame Inſtant, fell dead at our 
Feet. The Acclamations of the Spectators 
exalted my Glory to the very Clouds ; 
they placed a new Crown on my Head, 
and conducted me with the greateſt So- 


lemnity to the Mark, with an Intention 
to convince themſelves of the Reality of 


my Triumph. But ah! into what Afflic- 


tion was the Aſſembly plunged, and how 
dreadful was the Deſpair that racked my 
Soul, when we beheld that my Arrow 
had pierced the ſnowy Boſom of the Ma- 
gician's Daughter! Her Eyes were already 


_ cloſed with eternal Sleep; Death had drawn 
his pale Hue over every Feature, and this 


incom 


* 
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incomparable Virgin, who, a few Mo. 
ments paſt, was the Delight of every Be- 
holder, now lay cold and motionleſs on 
the Earth, without the leaſt Symptom of 
Life. O miſerable Wretch that I am! 
cried I, at this melancholy Spectacle, 
why am I doomed to behold the bleed- 
ing Flow of theſe precious Streams ! Shall 
the untimely Death of the deareſt Object 
of my Deſires, be the only Recompence 
of all my Labours ! Is this the fatal 
Prize that was to crown my unblemiſhed 
Love! Muſt I, for the Completion of my 
Misfortunes, be tortured: with the ſad Re- 
membrance, that my own unhappy Hand 

ave the fatal Blow. that cut down the 
blooming Flower of her Youth ! O Death 
cover me from the Sight of Mankind 
with thy friendly Shade, and extinguiſh 
the inſupportable Agonies of my Soul in 
everlaſting Oblivion ! In this Manner did 
I utter the Anguiſh that oppreſſed me, 
and I was ſo confounded with Grief and 
Attoniſhment, that all my Faculties ſcem- 
ed to have ſuſpended their vital Opera- 
L1ONS, 

'The Friends and Relations of the Ma- 
gician appeared altogether as inconſolable 
as my ſelf; they uttered diſmal Exclama- 
tions, and ſcattered Duſt on their dejected 
Heads. As for the Magician, he was Rye 

ric 
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ried into all the Agitations of the wildeſt 
Fury; his Voice no longer retained its na- 
tural Tone, but was changed into a hol- 
low and doleful Vell; his Limbs were 
convulſed and diſtorted ; he raged, he 
groaned, he deſpaired. O abominable Crime! 
cried he, O unexampled Treaſon ! But I 
ſhall ſoon diſcover, by the Secrets of my 
Art, the barbarous Author of this'Mur- 
der. Let us go, my Lord, faid-he to me, 
and inform our ſelves of the Cauſe of this 
Calamity 3 you ſhall be {ſufficiently con- 
vinced that I am perfectly innocent of 
any treacherous Intentions; and, as we 
are equally injured and affected by our 
preſent Loſs, let us mutually concert Mea- 


[lures to give the utmoſt Looſe to our Re- 


venge. | | 

17 we were advancing towards the Pa- 
lace in all the Bitterneſs of Woe, we were 
ſuddenly allarmed with a ſprightly Flou- 
riſn of Trumpets and other Inſtruments, 
that, by the Gatety of their Airs, feemed 
to celebrate ſome pleaſing Event, We 
redoubled our Pace to learn the Cauſe of 
this unexpected Feſtivity, and, in a few 
Moments, beheld a Party of young Men 


Fadvancing towards us in the chearful Move- 


ments of a Dance. Theſe were the forty- nine 
Suicors, whom we all imagined to be dead, 
dn * but 
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but now, to our unſpeakable Aſtoniſnment, 
ſaw reſtored to Life. . 

The Magician and my ſelf ſtarted back 
ſeveral Paces at this amazing Spectacle, 


but the Conſternation we diſcovered, did 


not prevent the young Troop from con- 
tinuing their gay Advance towards us, and 
when they had made their Approach near 
enough to be heard, they acquainted us in 
what Manner they were raiſed from their 
tranſient Death. It did not appear juſt to 
the Gods, ſaid they, that we ſhould be 
doomed to die, ſince the Victory which 
Mapantac obtained, was far from being 
compleat. In what Circumſtance was my 
Victory defective, interrupted I, have [ 
not vanquiſhed all my Rivals who con- 
tended with me for the Prize? I can juſtly 
appeal to the Gods themſelves, that | 
have acted with a perfect Conformity to 
their Injunctions, that I might qualify 
my ſelf for the Poſſeſſion of the incompa- 
rable Chici. Where is then the happy Re- 
compence that ſhould crown all the La- 
bours and mortal Pangs I have ſo long 
ſuſtained ? Is it poſſible that the Gods 
ſhould deviate into Injuſtice like the frail 
Sons of Men? 5 
No, my Lord, replied one of the Sui- 
tors, the celeſtial Powers are always equi. 
table in their Diſpenſations, and the In- 
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Juſtice you would impute to them, is 
peculiar to Mortals alone. Even you your 
ſelf are now chargeable with that Crime, 
for deſiring the Gods to grant you a Re- 
compence, which, as yet, you have not 
ſufficiently merited. We were informed, in 
the Regions of eternal Night, that the 
Perſon who is to poſſeſs the adorable Chici, 
muſt firſt entirely ceaſe ro be what he 1s 
at preſent, and if you had conſulted the 
Oracle of the Great Rimac, you would 
have received the ſame Information; it is 
your own Negligence, therefore, which 
alone is liable to the Imputation of Injuſtice. 

At theſe Words, which recalled to my 
Remembrance, the Anſwer I received 
when I confulted the Oracle on my future 
Marriage, I grew ſenſible that I had no 
longer Reaſon on my Side. My, Lord, ſaid 
I to the Magician, do not perplex your 
felt any more to diſcover the Murderer 
of your unhappy Daughter; you now ſee 
the Criminal before you. I then acquain- 
ted him with the Condition the Oracle 
had required from me, with Relation to 
my Marriage, and what I had afterwards 
perfomed in my own Dominions, under a 
full Perſuaſion, at that Time, that I had 
accompliſhed my Part by fuch a Proceed- 
ing. But alas! I am ſenſible of my fatal 
Error, continued I, and you now behold, 

75" 


236 PERUVIAN TALES. 

in me, the barbarous Offender, who de- 
prived your Daughter of Life, in her ear- 
ly Bloom. The fatal Wound was not giv- 
en by any ſecret Enemy, but it was the 
ſevere Lot of that unfortunate Lady, to 
receive her Death by the pernicious Hand 
of her Adorer. You, my Lord, was ge- 
nerouſly preparing to bleſs me beyond Ex- 
preſſion in her Eſpouſals, but the Gods 
have been pleaſed to fruſtrate our mutu- 
al Intentions, I have not ſufficiently per- 
formed their Injunctions, by diveſting my 
felf of my princely Dignity ; and they 
manifeſtly demand trom me a Sacrifice of 


much more Importance. My Deficiency | 


in this Particular,is now become my Crime, 
and I ought to be the Object of all your 
Diſpleaſure. Let the full T ide of your Re- 
venge be poured on my guilty Head, and 
I will, at the ſame Time, acknowledge 
the Juſtice of your, Indignation. Pierce 


my Heart this Moment with the fatal 


Shaft, that, by my Means, has deprived 
you, for ever, of your only Daughter! 

My Lord, replied the Magician, I am 
capable of retaining ſome Preſence of Mind 


amidſt the Deſpair that preys upon my 


Soul, and tho* Appearances make you 
chargeable with the Death of my Gear 
Chici, I am ſtill unable to conſider you 
- as a Criminal: Yes, unhappy Prince, | 

I freely 
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freely acquit you from the Imputation of 
this melancholy Diſaſter, and now let us 
prepare to render the laſt kind Offices to 
my beloved Daughter. 

The unfortunate Father was prevented 
by Sighs and Tears, from proceeding in 
his Diſcourſe, and he now prepared to re- 
turn to the Place where his breathleſs 
Daughter lay, that he might nouriſh his 
Affliction with that moving Sight. We all 
followed him in fad Solemnity and Silence, 


and, in a little Time, beheld -the amiable . 


Chici extended on the Earth, and bathed 
in a crimſon Stream of her vital Blood. 
Some of the Spectators tore their Hair at 
this mournful Spectacle, and wounded their 
Cheeks with their Nails; others, when 
they had raiſed the beauteous Form in their 
Arms, kiſſed her cold Lips, and ſprink- 
led her with innumerable Tears. Deſpair- 
ing Sighs, and melancholy Murmurs were 
wafted by the Winds over the Plain, and 
the afflictive Scene continued for the Space 
of ſeveral Hours, without the leaſt Inter- 
miſſion. At laſt, it was thought adviſeable 


to convey the Beis Remains in a Litter 
to the Palace; we all followed in the ſame 
Order in which we came, and perhaps not 
any Funeral Proceſſion was ever accompa- 


nied with a more. ſincere and univerſal Sor- 
row. N 


We 
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WMWe at laſt arrived at the Palace, but 
who can deſcribe the general Conſternation 
that ſeized us, when we no longer beheld 
the Body of Chic: in the Litter! We at 
firſt imagined that our Grief had ſo diſ- 
ordered us, that we had forgotten to re- 
move her from the Earth where ſhe lay 
dead, and in that Perſuaſion we immedi- 
| ately returned to the Plain. But alas! ſhe 
was for ever ſnatched from our Eyes, and 
we wearied our ſelves with vain Searches 
till the Night was far anvanced, when at laſt 
we became convinced ſhe had been placed 
in the Litter, by many Aſſurances to that 
Effect from the Bearers who ſupported it, 
and from thoſe. who had aſfiſted in raiſing 
her from the Earth, and we then con- 
cluded ſhe had diſappeared in ſome extra · 
ordinary Manner. 
The whole Aſſembly was confounded 
at this new Prodigy, and the unhappy 
Magician ſeemed altogether agitated by 
Diſtraction. How ! cried he, with a Vo ice 
that drew Pity from all who heard him; 
was it not enough then, that a Hand, for 
ever fatal to my Repoſe, ſhould be per- 
mitted to deprive me of my deareſt 
Daughter in her tender Dawn of Youth 3 
but muſt I now be denied the laſt Sa- 
tisfaction of beholding her precious Re. 


mains! This ſurely is too much for an aged 
Parent 
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Parent to bear, and I yield to the Grief 
that overwhelms me! Cruel 27apantac ! 
ſaid he, the next Moment, you alone 
are the Source of all my Misfortunes, and 
be you innocent or guilty, I can no longer 
ſuffer you to appear before me ; return 
then, I intreat you, to your own Domi- 
nions, for your Preſence in this Place will 
but increaſe my Affliction, and induce me 
to renounce the natural Humanity of my 
Diſpoſition, 1 55 

I did not think it proper to make any 
Reply, leſt the Magician ſhould be pro- 


| voked to make a ſevere Uſe of the Pow- 


er his Birth gave him over thoſe Men, 


| who were only allied to the Race of the 


Prophets: And after I had maturely 
conſidered, that I ought to be ſatisfied 
with the Moderation I had experienced 
irom him, I immediately left the Palace 
and directed my Flight to this Iſland. At 
my Arrival I found my Mother in the 
Pangs of Death, and the Moment I had 
given her a ſhort Relation of my unfor- 
tunate Adventures, ſhe expired in my Arms. 
When her funeral Solemnities were over, 
| reſumed the Sovereignty of the Iſle of 


Usi, for ſince my Abdication had not been 


ſo ſucceſsful as I expected, I thought I 
muſt juſtly claim all my former Preroga- 
lives, Since that Time, k | have lived in 

To Bw | 'Tran- 
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Tranquility in theſe my Dominions, with. 
out entertaining any Thoughts of Marri- 
age, till I was ſo unhappy as to force the 
Queen of Hattun Rucana from her Ter- 
ritories. © 
When Acllahua came to this Part of her 
Relation, My Lord, faid ſhe to the a 
Yahuarhuacac, when Prince Houac and the 
ueen of Haiiun Rucana had heard the 
Hiſtory of the Prince of the Ifle of Us, 
they appeared much affected with the ex- 
traordinary Adventures that compoſed it; 
the Queen, however ſaid, that ſhe wiſhed 
the Father of Mapantac had not been ſo 
_ eaſily diſpoſed to paſs an unfavourable Con- 
ſtruction on the Conduct of his firſt Wife, 
nor diſcovered ſo much Impatience to re- 
venge an Affront that was only imaginary, 
and which he raſhly perſuaded himſelf he 
had received. It would be very happy, 
continued ſhe, if Perſons, in ſuch doubt- 
ful Circumſtances, would always preſerve 
a ſteady Preſence of Mind, and proceed 


with Calmneſs and Deliberation in their 
Enquiry after the Truth, becauſe thoſe 


who judge precipitately of Things are 
generally miſlead into Error. 
Madam, replied Prince Houac, we ſome- 
times find it extremely difficult to deter- 
mine our Judgment aright; for, beſides 
the Intermixture of Paſſion, which is too 
; | Ee, apt 
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apt to ſway our Reaſon, there are ſome 
Caſes in which we can neither be furniſhed 
with ſufficient Witneſſes nor any other ſa- 
tisfactory Proofs, and muſt therefore, of 
Neceſſity, ſuffer our ſelves to be influenc- 
ed by circumſtantial Appearances, if we 
would not abſolutely cloſe our Eyes upon 
the Affair before us, and reſolve to impoſe 
upon our Underſtanding. When the Cir- 
cumſtances are very ſtrong and exprels, 
we may form Concluſions from them, 
which, if they be nor ſelf-evident, are 
at leaſt extremely probable. Ah Prince ! 
replied the * nothing can be more 
dangerous and uncertain, than the Proba- 
bilities you contend for, and if we were to 
permit our Judgment to be determined by 
ſimple and unſupported Appearances, the 
Innocent - would be frequently puniſhed, 
and the guilty as often acquitted, You 
are apt to think a Woman criminal, when 
a Man's Habit is found near her Bed ; 
but I ſhould be diſpoſed to believe her 
nnocent, if her Inclinations, and the whole 


Courſe of her former Conduct, had been 


reproachable till that Juncture. I ſhould 
think it very probable that a virtuous Wo- 
man, whoſe Conduct was never known to 
deviate from the ſtricteſt Purity, may be 
capable of entertaining Sentiments conform- 
able to her Honour in any Inſtance wha:- 

%oL. 36 M ever. 
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ever. The Probability is conſequently e- 
qual on both Sides; what Circumſtance 
then muſt determine my Opinion in ſuch 


a State of Incertainty? None ſurely but 


the moſt ſedate and impartial Examinati. 
on; and though I have not the leaſt In- 


tention to make any Reflections that might 


be diſagreeable to Prince Yapantac, yet 
J muſt needs acknowledge, that I think 
his Father acted in a very unjuſtifiable 
Manner, and am apt to ſuſpect he was be- 
trayed by ſome Weakneſs of Mind, into that 
' nhuman Treatment of his unhappy Wife. 
He had certainly a natural Propenſity to 
Anger, and was ſo inconſiderate as to be 
drawn away by the firſt Emotions of his 
Paſſion. He immediately was reſolved to 
believe his Wife guilty, upon the frail E- 
vidence of a few ſimple and inconcluſive 


Appearances, without allowing himſelf 


ſufficient Time to conſider every other Cir- 
cumſtance that might have had a contrary 
Aſpect, and he accordingly ſtained his 
Hands in the Blood of an innocent Per. 
ſon, whoſe Virtue merited a better Fate. 

Thefe Reaſons, alledged by the Queen, 
were equally applauded by Prince Hoa: 
and the Sovereign of the Iſle of Us. 
They acknowledged the Juſtice of herJudg- 
ment, and confeſſed that the .Generality 
of human Actions were very often ſo _ 
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ified by contradictory Circumſtances, that 
it required the utmoſt Circumſpection to 
keep clear of Partiality and Impoſition in 
the Determinations of the Judgment. 
When this little Debate was over, Prince 
Houac roſe from his Seat and addreſſed his 
Diſcouſe to 7Uapantac ; Prince, ſaid he, for 


I may now give you that Title, ſince 1 


reſtore you to all your Property, I no 
longer perſiſt in my firſt Reſolution to 
deprive you of your Wings. The Conſi- 
deration of your Mother's unſullied Virtue, 
and the Favour the Gods have apparently 
ſhewn you, by conſenting to raiſe you to 
the Sovereignty of this Ifland, induce me 
to forget all your injurious Treatment of 
the Queen of Hatiiun. Rucaua, as well as 
your, ſtrange Inhumanity to me, when you 
threw me into the wild Waves of the 
Ocean. May you ;long continue in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of theſe your Dominions, and I ſin- 
cerely beſeech the Gods to crown the 
Remainder of your Days with all imagi- 
nable Joys and Proſperity. And now we 
muſt ee to bid you the laſt Farewel. 
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HOU R LI. 
I am of Opinion, interrupted the Queen, 


that we may defer our Departure a few 
Moments longer, and I have really a great 


Curioſity to be ſtill informed of ſome Par- 


ticulars of which7apantac alone can give us 
a ſatisfactory Account. I took Notice that 


when he acquainted us with the Hiſtory 
of his own Life, he very lightly paſſed o- 


ver every Circumſtance - which had any 
Relation to his Brother. He did not once 
touch upon the Cauſe of that enormous 
Height of Stature to which he roſe, nor 


gave us to underſtand by what Means he 


was preſerved in the Woods from the 


Fury of the ſavage Beaſts. In ſhort, he 


neglected to tell us what particular Motive 
induced him to take that barbarous Re- 
folution to devour my Subjects. Theſe Par- 


ticulars appear to me as ſo many Prodigies 
that very well deſerve to be fully known. 


Great Queen, | replied Nlapantac, it is 
impoſſible for me to diſobey you in any 
Command you are pleaſed to ſignify to 


me, and I think my ſelf happy that I am 


in a Condition to give you the Satisfacti- 
on you defire. You may therefore expect 
to hear a Series of Adventures altogether 


as extraordinary as thoſe I have experienced. 
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Prince Houag having declared that he had 
the fame Curioſity as the r the 
Prince of the Iſle of Ci related the Hi- 
ſtory of his Brother in theſe Terms. 


The Hiſtory of the Giant HUANAC, Brother 
10 the PRINCE of the Iſle of Uxi. 


Y Brother's Name was Huanuac, 


Be and he was but of the Age of ten 
| Years, when he was expoſed in a deſtitute 


Condition, as I have already intimated, in 
the Middle of a wild and forlorn Forreſt, 
His early Youth rendered him perfectly in- 
ſenſible of the Dangers that threatned him, 


and he was altogether as unconſcious of 


the fad Circumſtances. of his helpleſs State. 
All his Thoughts tended to diſengage him 
elf from the ghaſtly Wilds of that gloomy 
Forreſt, and he wandered, for ſome Time, 
through a Labyrinth of T hickers and wind- 


ing Solitudes darkened by hanging Rocks; 


and when he, at laſt, found himſelf un- 
able to trace any Paſſage out of that intri- 
cate Wilderneſs, he began to be greatly 
diſquieted in his Mind. But as he was not 
lo intimidated as to deſiſt from his firſt 


Deſign, he continued to force his Way 


M 3 thro* 
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thro? cluſtering Briars and Buſhes that 
exceedingly incommoded him. Whilf 
he was thus employed, a monſtrous Lion 


ſaw him, and immediately ran towards 


him with all the furious Swiftneſs natu- 
ral to thoſe dreadful Animals. My Brother, 
as it may well. be imagined, was exceed. 
ing terrified, when he found himſelf diſ- 
covered by ſuch an unexpected Enemy, 
and, with a loud Cry, called upon his 
unrelenting Father to aſſiſt him; but the 
Moment the Lion heard his Voice, in- 
ſtead of advancing any nearer to him, he ſlunk 
back to the Diſtance of ſeveral Paces, and, 
at laſt, began to fly from him with as 
much Rapidity as he, at firſt, approached 
him; and it appeared by the Event, 
that he went to give Notice to the other 
Animals of the Forreſt, that a new Gueſt 
had lately made his Entrance into their So- 
o 

My Brother accordingly beheld, in 2 
little Time, a numerous Troop of Lions, 
Bears, and other fierce Creatures advancing 
towards him, and, as their Swiftneſs was 
incredible, they ſoon came up to him, and 
then diſpoſed themſelves into a Circle a- 
round him. The timorous Youth, when 
te beheld the dreadful Incloſure in which 
he was confined, immediately gave him- 
{elf over for loſt; and believing . himſelt 
1 5 8 already 
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already devoured, cried out a ſecond Time. 
Theſe Animals no ſooner heard the Sound 
of his Voice, than they immediately quit. 
ted their fierce and gloomy Air, ſo natu- 


al 10 ſuch Creatures, and, with Afpects 


ſoftened into Humility and Reſpect, be- 
gan, with a general Emulation, to tender 
him their fondeft Careſſes. Some couched 
down on the Earth and gently licked his 
Feet; others expreſſed their Affection to 
him by the Blandiſhment of their Tails, 
and they all teftified, by their dumb Ob- 
ſequiouſneſs, that they difcovered ſome 
thing ſupernatural in the Air of his Perſon. 
One would really have imagined, that 
they had ſome Senſibiliry of my Father's. 
inhuman Treatment of his Son, and that 
nothing but their Incapacity to ſpeak, re- 
ſtrained them from telling the innocent 
Youth how. much his deſtitute Condition 
moved them to Pity. I am inclinable 
however to believe, that it was the ſacred 
Blood of the Prophets from whom he 
ſprung, that compelled theſe Animals to 
be ſo extremely tractable and ſubmiſſive. 
What ever might be the true Cauſe, my 
_ Brother grew habituated, by Degrees, to- 
the Sight of theſe Creatures, and lived 
with them as familiarly as if he had been 
one of their Society. Some of them al- 
1 70 attended him where-ever he went, 

* and 
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and not one of them ever refuſed him the 
firſt Choice of the Prey that they had run 
E others ofr 19s $00ee ACT 

Such was the calm and pacific Life in 
which it was my Brother's Lot to paſs 
nine Years, amidſt the deep Receſs of 
that vaſt Wilderneſs. Towards the Be- 
ginning of the ninth Year, a gentle She- 
Bear, whoſe Form was as perfect as any 
Creature of that Claſs could poſſibly en- 
joy, and whoſe Skin was blended with an 
equal Intermixture of Black and White, 
conceived ſo much Fondneſs for my Bro- 


ther, that Night and Day ſhe was inſepe. 


rable from his Side. She did not only 
charge her ſelf with the Care of his Sub- 


ſiſtance, by accommodating him with 


Food neceſſary to nouriſh him, but ſhe 
likewiſe regaled him with all the moſt de- 
licious Fruits that were the Product of the 
ſeveral Seaſons. But her Sollicitudes did 
not end here; for ſhe frequently laid at 
his Feet ſuch Preſents as are mutually inter- 
changed by a Miſtreſs and her Lover, 
and are always agreeable beyond Expreſ- 
ſion to Perſons inſpired with: tender Sen- 
timents for each other. If ſhe, at any 
Time, ſaw a Flower whoſe Fragrance and 
Colours were peculiarly engaging, ſhe ne- 
ver failed to gather it, and then imme- 
diately came to preſent it to him, with 1 

12 5 e ir 
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Air of the ſofteſt Benevolence. Whene- 
ver he ſtretched himſelf on the Earth to 
enjoy the Refreſhments of Repoſe, ſhe 
was particularly diligent to ſoften his ſyl- 


| van Couch with odoriferous Verdure, and 


the moſt tender Herbage ſhe could poſ- 
ſibly collect. My Brother was far from 
being inſenſible of the Sedulities of this 
obliging Animal; he careſſed her with 
a correſponding Affection, and no longer 
remembred that ſhe was a wild Native 
of the Woods. Nor did he limit himſelf 
to the Inſtances of a common Complacen- 
cy, but he would frequently fold his 
Arms around her ſhaggy Neck, and, in a 
repeated Abſence of Thought, call 
her his beloved Miſtreſs. As often as he 
indulged himſelf in this gentle Language, 
he beheld an inconceivable Joy ſparkling in 
the Eyes, and diffuſing it ſelf through e- 
very Feature of his favourite Savage: And, 
in Reality, no youthful Pair were ever 
more amorous, or expreſſed -a greater Sa- 
tisfaction at their ſtollen Interviews in ſe- 
queſtred Groves, or near the limpid Fall 
of murmuring Fountaininns. 
This ſurpriſing Intercourſe continued a- 
bout the Space of twelve Moons, without 
the leaſt Diminution of their Affection to 
each other. On the contrary, a Length 
of Time rather increaſed their mutual 
en 99 Ten- 
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Tenderneſs; and though the Fondneſs my 
Brother entertained for his darling Animal, 
reſembled the gentle Sentiments that an 
amiable Siſter naturally infuſes into 
the Heart of a kind Brother who ſincerely 
loves her ; yet he was ſometimes ſenſible 


ol certain Deſires that ſprung up 1n his 


Soul, but as they really flowed from the 


Impulſe of Nature, and were — con- 


formable to his uncommon Turn of Mind 
at that Time, they might be conſidered as 


very excuſable. One Day, when he and 


his dumb Companion were laid upon a 
Bed of Leaves which ſhe had gathered, 
with her uſual Care, from various Plants, 
he perceived, to his great Surpriſe, that 
his dear Savage ſhed ſeveral Tears. 
This Sight affected him exceedingly, and 


his Eyes were immediately moiſtened with 
a fympathiſing Sorrow. Alas! ſaid he, | 
in the melancholy Overflowings of his 
Heart, why was I not formed like this 


affectionate Animal ? or rather, why was 


not ſhe graced with the Perſon of a beau- 


tiful Woman? My Heart would then 


have been inſpired with ſuch Sentiments 


1n her Favour, which Reaſon will not 
now permit me to entertain. Our tender 
Boſoms might then have innocently glow- 
ed with the ſame irreproachable Flames, 
and our mutual Inclinations would have been 
| | 2 ap- 
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approved by Gods and Men. But ah! 
unhappy Wretch that I am, to what a 
ſtrange Sipgularity of Fate am I now 
doomed ! I inconſiderately form anxious 
Deſires, though I am ſenſible I cannot, 
with the leaſt Probability, hope for their 
Accompliſhment. O unrelenting Nature?! 
continued he, why doſt thou ſo unkindly 
interpoſe an invincible Impediment between 
me and my deareſt Felicity; and why 
doſt thou permit me to flatter my ſelf 
with aHappineſs that thy unalterable Laws 
prohibit me to enjoy | 3 IRC 
He had ſcarce finiſhed theſe Expoſtu- 
lations which flowed from the Bottom of 
his Heart, when he beheld the venerable 
Form of an old Man ftand before him 
with a white Wand in his Hand. My 
Brother, at firſt, imagined that he had 
caſt his Eyes on ſome ſhaddowy unſub- 
ſtantial Being; but when the aged Perſon 
acquainted him with his Name, his Birth 
and Profeſſion, ' Huanac was convinced 
that what he miſtook for a gliding Phan- 
tom, was a real Magician. He would 
have informed him in his Turn who he 
was, and by what Means he had paſſed ſo 
many Years in the unfrequented Wilds of 
that Wood, but Capallu, for that was the 
Magician's Name, would not permit him 
to relate any of the Tranſactions "_ 
5 . ife · 
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Life. Son, ſaid he, it is altogether unneceſ- 
ſary for you to acquaint me with a Set 
of Particulars which I already know as 
well as your ſelf. I am not ignorant of 
the minuteſt Circumſtance that has happen- 

ed to you ſince the firſt Moment of your 
Nativity, and I only deſire you to tell me 
what particular Wiſh you are molt ſollici- 


tous to have accompliſhed. You may ſpeak. 


without Reſerve, and with a full Afſu- 
rance of all imaginable Succeſs, for J only 
came to this Place with an Intention to 
give you all the Satisfaction you can re- 
queſt. e | | 

My Brother found himſelf exceedingly 
perplexed at the Magician's Propoſal, and 


a ſudden Start of Shame rendered him 


incapable of making any Reply. One Mo- 
ment his Eyes caſt a languiſhing Glance 
on his dear Savage, and the next Inſtant, 


they were directed to the Earth with a 


deep Sigh, The Magician, who took 
Notice of his Diſcompoſure, was much 
ſurpriſed at this unexpected Silence. Away 
with this Heſitation, my Son, ſaid he, 
and let me know what you would deſire 
me to perform for your Service. I love 
this Animal you now behold, replied my 
Brother, and am very ſenſible that ſhe re- 
gards me with the ſame Affection; for 
which Reaſon I am paſſionately deſirous 
IS} + ; to 


PzxUV1an TALES. 253 


to ſee her aſſume the Shape of a Woman, 


were. ſuch a Transformation poſſible to be 


affected. He uttered theſe Words with a 
faultring Voice, and ended them with a 
new. Sigh ; at the ſame Time, he cover- 
ed his Face with his Hand, and bluſhed 
exceedingly at the extraordinary Requeſt 
he had made. + k 4 

The Magician was greatly delighted at 
the Confuſion with which he ſaw my 
Brother oppreſſed, and with the Benevo- 
lence of a Friend determined to relieve 
him that Inſtant. Be not diſconcerted, my 
Son, ſaid he, at the Wiſh I have heard 
you utter; this Animal for whom you 
expreſs ſo much Fondneſs, is not a ſavage 
Beaſt, nor a Monſter of the Woods, and 
you may believe me when I aſſure you 
that ſne has not always worn the Form 


in which ſhe now appears before you. In 


a Word, ſhe is my Daughter, and her 
true Name is Attaca; but it will be pro- 
per to acquaint you with the Particulars of 
her Adventures. 5 

Altaca, continued the Magician, always 
carried the Prize of Beauty from the young 
Ladies of this Province, and where-ever 
ſhe came, the Charms of each Damſel 
were eclipſed in her Preſence. But, inſtead 
of devoting her ſelf to that Softneſs and 
Tranquility of Life which Perſons of x4 | 
„„ ex 


254 PERUVYTIAN TALES. 


Sex are uſually prompted by Nature to 


deſire ; her whole Delight confiſted in 
handling military Weapons. She was 
never ſatisfied, but when ſhe aſſaulted the 
fierceſt Beaſts ſhe could ſingle out in the 
Chaſe, and would be perpetually engaged 
in Scenes of Combat and Slaughter. In 
vain did Crowds of amiable Youths endea- 
vour to make her ſenſible of a ſofter Paſſion; 
ſhe continually diſregarded all their Vows 
and obſequious Addreſſes, and all thoſe 
who unhappily perſiſted in their firſt In- 
clinations to pleaſe her, have loſt their 
Lives by her deſtructive Hand. She chal- 


lenged ach of them to a fingle Combat, 


and' they funk beneath her ſuperior Force. 

At laſt the Son of a very potent Ma- 
gician, who is likewiſe ch” Sovereign of 
this Province, ranked himſelf in the Claſs 
of her Adorers. He omitted no Opportu- 
nity to make her ſenſible of his Paſſion, 
but, at the ſame Time, had the Mortifi- 
cation to be rejected with as much Indif- 


ference as the reſt, When he repeated his 


Sollicitations, my Daughter defied him to 
a ſingle Combat, but he was intimidated 
by the Example of ſo many Suitors who 


had already loſt their Lives in that unhap- 


y Conteſt, and was juſtly apprehenſive 
of the ſame Fate. 


| 1 5 ſaid/ he, for a Man to expoſe * 
| e 


It is altogether unna- 


* YE” YET: 4 
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ſelf to io much. Danger for the Daughter 


of an inconſiderable Magician, who is a 


Vaſſal to my Father; and if there be any 


Neceſſity of hazarding my Life, it ought 
to be with the View of obtaining. a more 


eſtimable Acquiſition. It would be eaſy 


for me to find a hundred Daughters of 
the Prophets who would diſpoſe themſelves 


with Pleafure to be favourable to my Paſ- 


ſion. . - 
Two Moons were fully paſſed before 


this puſilanimous Lover preſumed to re- 


new his Pretenſions, at which Time the 


Traitor had Meanneſs enough to form in 
his Mind the blackeſt Piece of Treachery 


that could poſſibly enter into the Imagi- 


nation of any Mortal. Notwithſtanding 
the Air of Reſentment and Indifference 
which he induſtriouſly affected, he was ex- 
tremely exaſperated at the Repulſe he had 
received from my Daughter, and turned 


all his Thoughts to revenge the Inſult he 
imagined he had ſuſtained ; and ſo well 


did he ſucceed in his ungenerous Intenti- 
ons, that he. one Day found my Daugh- 
ter aſleep in the Wood into which the 
had retired to repoſe herſelf after the Fa- 
tigue of a long Chaſe. He beheld her with 

Pleaſure in that unreſiſting Poſture, and, by 


the malignant Power of his Art, locked up 


all her Senſes in a magic Slumber, 9 5 
e 
0 


256 PERUVIAN TALES. 

he had accompliſhed this diſhonourable Ac- 
tion, he claſped her in his Arms, and in- 
dulged himſelf in all the Baſeneſs a brutal 
Paſſion could ſuggeſt to ſo abandoned a 
en, £1 

When my Daughter awaked from her 


inchanted Sleep, ſhe was immediately ſen- 


ſible of the Injury ſhe had received, and 


caſt her Eyes with Indignation on the 
Thicket around her, which ſhe conſider- 
ed as the Witneſs of her Diſnonour, and 
quitted it with the greateſt Precipitation 
after ſhe had caught up her Bow and Ar- 
rows. She no ſooner came into the open 
Plain, than ſhe beheld her Raviſher mak- 
ing his Retreat at a conſiderable Diſtance 
from her. This odious Sight gave a new 
Sting to her Affliction, and made her re- 
double her Pace, and when ſhe had al- 
moſt overtaken him; Stay, thou inſolent 


Barbarian, ſaid ſhe, and ſince the Reſpect 


thou didſt owe to my Virtue, was not 
ſufficient to diſſuade thee from thy crimi- 
nal Intentions, I intend to try if my Arm 


can be more efficacious againſt thee. But 


the cowardly Wretch, . inſtead - off ſtop- 
ping at theſe Words, fled from her with 
greater Swiftneſs than before. I command 
thee once more to ſtay, ſaid ſhe, for be 
aſſured, thou ſhalt never elude my | Purſuit 
by thy unmanly Flight. But. as the ti- 


6 morous 
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morous Raviſher continued. to run from 
her with all the Speed he was able to ex- 


ert, ſhe launched an Arrow at him, which 


pierced him through the Body, and laid 
him gaſping on the Ground. 
The dying Groans and Exclamations of 


this young Criminal, were ſoon conveyed 


by the Winds to the Ears of the Magici- 


an Mauli his Father, who, when he beheld 
him biting the Earth in his laſt Agonies, 


was exceedingly aſtoniſhed at that deplora- 
ble Spectacle, and was unable to com- 
prehend how his Son, to whom he had 
imparted a conſiderable Share of his own 
Power, could fo ſhamefully be defeated by 


a young Damſel. But when he had made 


ſome Reflections on the Loſs he had ſuſ- 
tained, his Countenance gloomed with im- 
placable Rage, and he took a dreadful Oath 
to avenge himſelf for the Death of his 
Son. My Vengeance, ſaid he, ſhall teach 
this audacious Woman to what Ex- 
tremes an exaſperated Father is able to 
proceed. At the ſame Time he graſped 


a black Wand, which he always employed 
when he intended to darken the Skies, or 


cauſe the Earth to tremble, and then went 
in Perſuit of Altaca, who had again retired 
into the Wood, and when he had over- 
taken her, he touched her thrice with his 


Wand, and as often repeated a Set ot 


magic 
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magic Words, My Daughter, who had 
not quitted her Bow, attempted to draw 
an Arrow out of her Quiver, that ſhe 
might be capable of defending her felt ; 
but ſhe ſoon. perceived, to her inexpreſſi- 
ble Surpriſe, that her Bow and Arrows, 
with her beautiful Flow of Hair, and the 
Cincture ſhe wore, began to change into 
a thick and ſhaggy Skin which covered 
all her Body. Her taper Fingers. bended 
into crooked Claws; ſhe attempted to 
ſpeak, bur alas! ſhe attempted in vai! 


Her Voice was no longer obedient to her 


Will, and ſhe was unable to utter any hu- 

man Sounds expreſſive of her Grief. She 

could only form a dreadful threatning 

Cry with which ſhe her ſelf was terrified 

and when ſhe furveyed her Shape ſhe ſaw 

_ ſhe was entirely transformed into a 
1 . 


In the mean Time I waited impatient- 


ly for the Return of my dear Maca ; 
but at length, when I neither ſaw her, nor 
heard any Tydings of her, I entered into 
the Wood, and there beheld my Daughter 
changed into the brutal Form in which ſhe 
ſtill appears. DHS 


HOUR 
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H O hn K LI. 

It is impoffible for me to deſcribe the 
Sorrow that oppreſſed my Soul at this 
deplorable Accident. I ſuffered all the A- 
gonies with which the Sentiments of Na- 
ture can affect a tender Father who has 
loſt his beloved Daughter. In vain did I 
repeat all the Secrets of my Art, to reſtore 
her to her natural Form ; every Incanta- 
tion I had Recourſe to was unavailing. I 
endeavoured, to as little Purpoſe, to keep 
her near me; ſhe fled from my Preſence 


as if I had been her moſt dangerous Ene- 
my, and I vainly followed her through 
Woods, and over Rocks and Mountains, . 
whilſt ſhe ſtill eluded my anxious Con- 
cern for her Welfare, and would never 
permit me to approach her. She began 


to bound over the Earth with all the Fu- 
ry of a Lioneſs, who bears along with her 


the Shaft that has deeply wounded her: 


She forced her Way through Wilds that 


ſeemed impaſſable, and where no Track 


was viſible to the Eye. Her Rapidity was 
not to be abated by any Obſtacle that 
roſe in her Way: She climbed the ſteep- 
eſt Rocks with a ſurpriſing Agility, and 
ſprung from one Precipice to another as if 
the had been aided with: Wings. , 

was 
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J was, at laſt, overwhelmed with Af. 
fliction, and found my ſelf _ fo diſpirited 
by the Fatigue I had undergone, that I 
was compelled to diſcontinue my ineffec- 
tual . Purſuit. A thouſand Times was I 
tempted to end my miſerable Days by 


Death, and I determined to aſcend the 


higheſt Rock, and precipitate my ſelf into 
the Depth beneath me: But I was reſtrain- 
ed from putting that Deſign in Executi- 
on by an Apprehenſion of offending the 
Gods, from whom I had received the Lite 
I enjoyed, and who. alone had a Right to 
deprive me of it, without the Imputation 


of any Crime. Amidſt this Agitation of 


my Soul, I ſunk down on the flowry Edge 
of a Fountain, intermixing my Tears 


with the pure Stream, and deploring my 


Misfortune for ſeveral Days, without tak- 


ing the neceſſary Suſtenance of Life, or 
ſutfering Sleep to cloſe my Eyes; till at 


laſt, violently preſſed with Hunger, and 
much more by Deſpair, I determined to 
have Recourſe to Submiſſion, the laſt law- 


ful Expedient that the unfortunate can call 


to their Aſſiſtance. With that Intention 
J immediately directed my Steps to the 
Habitation of the Magician, whoſe 
cruel] Enchantment had occaſioned all 


my Woe; and I implored him in the 


moſt humble and moving Language 1 
| 1 | could 


* 
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ed could utter, to reſtore my dear unhappy 
I Daughter to my declining Age. The bar- 
c- barous Man beheld me with a ſtern In- 
I ſenſibility of my Sorrows, and his unre- 
oy KM lenting Diſpoſition was not to be wrought 
he upon by the fervent Supplications I poured 
to out in the Anguiſh of my Soul. I then 
n- fell proſtrate at his Feet, in Hopes that 
ti- Act of Humility would make ſome Im- 
ne preſſion upon him; but when I perceived 
fe it was altogether ineffectual, Satiate, ſaid I, 
to your Revenge then with the Deſpair of 
on a wretched Father, and enjoy the cruel 
of Satisfaction of beholding me ſink under an 
JE inſupportable Weight of Miſery ! 
78 Theſe Words were interrupted by Sighs 
y that I had no Power to ſuppreſs, and my 
— Face was entirely bathed in Tears. I ſtill 
* lay at the Magician's Feet, and that mov- 
at ing Sight gained upon him much more 
d than all my Prayers and Importunity ; for 
o the Barbarian, after he had ſufficiently gra- 
2 tified his Reſentment with my Tears, 
II. ſeemed to be touched with ſome Com- 
n paſſion at my Grief and ſubmiſſive Humi- 
ge lity. He ſtretched out his Hand to raiſe 
ſe me from the Earth, and beheld me with 
I an Aſpect of leſs Severity than he firſt aſ- 
e ſumed. Ah! unhappy Father, ſaid he, how 
I couldſt thou preſume to appear in this 
d Place, and what could induce thee to ven- 


rure 
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ture into the [Preſence of a Man, who, 
as thou doſt well know, is irritated by 
a juſt, Indignation ? Haſt thou then for- 
gotten that I am a Father as well as 
thy ſelf, and a Father greatly injured in 
the moſt ſenſible and tender Part? Sure- 


ly thy Breaſt conceals a Heart of Ada- 
mant, or thou could'ſt never be ſo inſenſi- 
ble of the Anguiſh I ſuſtain. For my 


Part, I was ſoon wrought upon by Com- 
paſſion, when I beheld thy unhappy State, 
and was unable to prevail upon my elf 
to make thee ſuffer for thy Daughter's 
Crime. What Crime, my Lord, 1aid J, 
has my Daughter been ſo unfortunate: to 


commit? She appears but too guilty, re- 


plied the Magician, to a ſorrowful Father 
whom ſhe has for ever deprived of an on- 
ly Son. But that Son, ſaid I, was a raſh 


young Man, who had mortally injured her 
by the Violation of her Honour, and can 


you poſſibly think ſo impious an Action 
could deſerve a leſs Puniſhment than Death? 
I have no Intention to extenuate my Son's 
Offence, replied Mauli, with a Sigh ; but 
I certainly have Reaſon to complain .of your 
Daughter for creating me a Grief which will 
embitter the Remainder of my Days. It 
ſhe has been able to revenge the Inſult 
offered to her Virgin Purity, ſhall I be de- 
barred from puniſhing the Iujury J ſuſ- 

1 | tain 


ther. 
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tain from her Barbarity ? Alas ! continu- 


ed he, there is an unſpeakable Difference 


between your Affliction and mine; you 


have, at leaſt, the Satisfaction of being 


well aſſured that your Daughter is ſtill 
alive, and may entertain Hopes that ſhe 


will one Day be reſtored to her natural 
Form, and prove the Solace of your de- 
clining Years ; but I ſhall never more be- 
hold my deareſt Son; Death cruelly de- 


nies me that ſweet Felicity, and has for 
ever ſnatched him from his unfortunate Fa- 


The Gleam of Hope which this Diſ- 
courſe of the Magician cauſed to dawn 
within me, compoſed in ſome Degree 
the Diſorder of my Soul ; but as I was 
deſirous to be ſatisfied whether I might 
really depend on what he had intimated to 
me; How can I poſſibly flatter my ſelf, faid 
I, with any Expectation of beholding my 


Daughter in her primitive Form, and 


what Reaſon have I to believe ſhe will 


ever be in a Condition to afford me the 
Conſolation you have mentioned? Your 
Daughter, replied he, muſt continue in the 
Shape of the Animal ſhe now appears to 
be, till ſome Man, who is deſcended from 
che Race of the Prophets, ſhall be ena- 
moured of her in that Form, and the Mo- 
ment that Event ſhall happen, the En- 


chantment 
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chantment I have fixed upon her will 1 a 


entirely ceaſe 3 you will then be permit- 
ted to break the Charm, and 1 will fur- 
niſh you with ſufficient Power for that 
Effect: But remember that I enjoin you 
to leave upon her ſome exterior Mark of 
her preſent Transformation, though I al- 
low you a freeChoice where to fix it. I will 
content my ſelf with this flight Inſtance of 
my, Revenge, and as I ſhall then diſ- 
poſe my {ſelf to forget the Injury I have 
received from her, ſo I ſolemnly promiſe 
that I will never moleſt her for the fu- 
r. 214. 37.2 
This Diſcourſe immediately diſſipated 
all the fond Hopes I had conceived, and 
I thought it an abſolute Impoſſibility that 
any Man could ever be fond, whoſe Heart 
would | be of that peculiar Caſt, as to 
be affected with any Tenderneſs for an A- 
nimal of that unpleaſing Appearance: But 
Heaven, contrary to my Expectations, has 
at laſt permitted me to enjoy that hap- 
py Moment, and the gracious Gods would 
not permit my Tears and Deſpair to fink 
me down to my Grave. Is it. to thoſe 
 Propitious Beings that I owe my Know- 
| ledge of your Perſon, and the paſt Cir- 
cumſtances of your Life, and they con- 
deſcend to inform me that the affectionate 
Careſſes of my Daughter inſpired you with 
. | a Fond- 
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a Fondneſs for her even in that ſavage 


Shape, and that you paſſionately deſired 
a Change either of her Form or your 
own, that you might be united to her by 
the endearing Intercourſe of mutual Love. 
You. your {ſelf have made me the ſame 
Declaration, and I will now procure you 
the Satisfaction you have ſo long lan- 
guiſhed after, by reſtoring my Daughter 
to her natural Form. | - 

Let me firſt defire you to acquaint me, 


replied my. Brother, what Part of the A- 


nimal you intend to leave your Daughter, 


for ſhould the Mark be too apparent, I 


am apprehenſive that it will render her an 
Object of Horror, or expole her, at leaſt, 
to the Deriſion of all who ſhall happen 


to behold her. To prevent that, as much 


as poſſible, replied Capallu, I think it 
would be moſt proper to leave a Lock 
of that Creature upon ſome Part of my 
Daughter's Head, where it may be, in a 
great Meaſure, concealed by the Flow of 
her own Hair; and I am perſuaded this 


little Deformity will be ſo loft and con- 


founded in the Intermixture of her Treſ- 
les, that it will ſcarce be viſible to the 
moſt curious Eye. Huanac was perfect- 


ly fatisfied with this Expedient, and al- 


ready began to flatter himſelf that this 
Vol. II, OT 
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ſmall Imperfection would only, be a Foil 
to the Beauty of his future Spouſe. 

In the mean Time, Capallu ſaught, a- 
mong the Herbage, for a certain Plant 

whole Virtues were favourable to his Pur- 
pole, and when he, at laſt, had diſcover- 
ed it, he gathered it from the Stalk, and 


applied it to the Forehead of his Daugh. 


ter, and, at the ſame Time, uttered ſe- 
veral magical Words. The Animal, at that 
Inſtant, ſprung up upon her hinder Feet; 
her Body tapered- into the moſt delicate 
Shape'; her Neck became beautifully 
rounded, and roſe upon a Boſom that gent- 
ly ſwelled into the ſofteſt Attractions ; 
her Head was finiſhed with the fame Per- 
fection, and all her Features were aranged 
in the compleateſt Symetry; her Cheeks 
were tinctured with a roſy Glow; her 
Eyes became enlivened with the pureſt 
. and al: theſe Charms were ſoftened 


by a flowing Shade of the fineſt Hair 


in the World, that deſcended in waving 
Rings to her ſlender Waſte ; her Skin 
was whiter than the downy Plumage of 
Swans, and her whole Perſon was a Pro- 


fuſion of Beauties that rendered her a. 


gether irreſiſtible. 
My Brother was loſt in Admiration at 
the amiable Prodigy he ſaw effected; he 


could hardly — to credit his own 
Eyes, 
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Eyes, and was, for ſome Moments, tempt- 


ed to look upon the pleaſing Wonder be- 
fore him as a bright Illuſion. But when 
he had recovered himſelf from the firſt 
Impreſſions of his Aſtoniſhment, he felt 
his Heart ſoften into Tenderneſs the more 
he beheld the lovely Altaca; and it was 
no longer poſſible for him to doubt the 
Reality of what he then ſaw. They con- 
verſed together, for ſome Time, in the en- 
dearing Language of the Eyes, and ex- 
changed the moſt expreſſive Intimations of 
their mutual Deſires. When they had 
ſufficiently indulged themſelves in that.gen- 
tle Converſe, they began the pleaſing In- 
tercourſe of Speech, and teſtified to each 
other their Tranſports, to behold themſelves 
in a State ſo conformable to the Ardours 
of their Paſſion. | 
Capallu was charmed to hear the youth- 
ful Pair unfold the tender Sentiments of 
their Souls; I am ſenſible, ſaid he, of 
your mutual Inclinations, and now that 
I may render your Happineſs as compleat 
as poſſible, I conſent to the Union you 
lo ardently deſire, and only wait to hear 
your zeciprocal Vows of unchangeable At. 
fection to each other. The two Lovers 


ſoon gave him full Satisfaction in that 


Particular. After which the Magician ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the fair Atlaca; Daugh- 
„„ oo "mn 
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ter, ſaid he, you may now preſent your 
Hand to the youthful Huanac without 


the leaſt Repugnance ; his Birth gives him 


a ſufficient Title ro your Perſon, and he 
has rendered himſelf ſtill more meritori- 


ous by the ſignal Service you have fo 


lately received- from him ; and you, my 
dear Huanac, continued he, may you al- 
ways think your Happineſs riſes from the 
Alliance you this Day deſire with ſo much 


Ardour. I willingly accept you for my 


Son-in-Law, and reſign my Daughter to 
your Arms with the ſincereſt Joy; for 
I had rather beſtow her upon a Perſon 
of your Virtue and Merit, than give her 
to the moſt potent Magician in the Uni- 
A e 

This was all the Ceremony that paſſed 
between them upon this happy Occaſion, 
and the beauteous Attaca, by this mutual 


Conſent, was eſpouſed to my Brother; at- 


ter which, they immediately -repaired to 
the Habitation of Capallu, where they paſſ- 
ed ſome Time in all the Joys and Tran- 
quility that flow from mutual Love. They 


had no longer any Apprehenſions of the 


Magician Mauli, nor had he the leaſt In- 
clination to diſturb their innocent Repoſe. 
He even ſeemed to have entirely forgotten 
the Death of his Son, whom he had for- 


merly lamented with ſuch immoderate Sor- 


ey 
the 


In- 
fe, 


ten 


or- 
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Tow; and could now behold Capallu, with 


his fair Daughter and her Spouſe, without 
any Emotion of Diſpleaſure. But though 
he had brought himſelf to this eaſy Diſpo- 
ſition, his Wife {till continued implacable 
in her Reſentment; and the Averſion ſhe 


had conceived againſt Attaca, and all thoſe 


who were related to her, or had any Sa- 
tisfaction in her Welfare, was of ſuch an 
untractable Nature, that it was not to be 


diminiſhed by Time it ſelf, which uſually 


wears out ſuch Impreſſions z and it could not 
poſſibly be ſatisfied by any other Attone- 
ment than the Deſtruction of its Object. 
How frequently did ſhe importune her Huſ- 
band to gratity her Revenge by the Neath 
of the unfortunate Attaca] But the gene- 
rous Maul obſerved the ſtricteſt Punctu- 
ality in his paſt Engagement to Capally, 


and all her Sollicitations could not prevail 


upon him to violate it in the leaſt Inſtance. 


He had formerly promiſed that he would 


no more moleſt Altaca when ſhe had re- 
gained her natural Form. And as he 
was now fully ſatisfied with the Puniſh- 
ment he had already inflicted on that ami- 
ble Perſon, he thought it unreaſonable to 
indulge himſelf in any other Severity, for 


an Offence, which Time, and the true Cir- 


cumſtances of the Action, inclined him to 
conſider as very excuſable. | 


Wy | In 
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In the mean Time Sunqui, for that was 
the Name of the Magican's Wife, was per- 
petually tormenting her ſelf with raging Paſ- 
ſions, and exclaiming at the pretended Impu- 
nity of Attaca's Crime. Who, ſaid ſhe to 
her Husband, will hereafter have the leaſt 
Awe for your Power, when ſhe who mur- 
dered your Son not only lives unpuniſhed, 
but infolently triumphs at your Affliction? 
All the young Perſons of the other Sex 


are daily paying Homage to her Beauty, 


and ſhe 1s regarded through the whole Ex- 


tent of your Dominions as a viſible Divi- 


nity. Is this then the Penalty ſhe ought 
ro ſuffer for the Injury we have received 
trom her proud Cruelty ? But if you can 
degenerate into this unmanly Patience, I am 


determined to purſue the gay Criminal 


with a Vengeance not to be eluded; and 


though my Deſtruction ſhould be involv- 


ed in the Fall of my Enemy, it is my 
fixed Reſolution that ſhe ſhalt die! 

In vain did the: Magician employ all the 
Power of Perſuaſion, to calm the impetu- 
ous Diſpoſition of his Wife ; all the Rea- 
ſons he urged loft their Effect, and that 
barbarous Woman continued as inflexible 
as ever. Do not the Gods themſelves, 
ſaid ſhe, authorize our Reſentment and 
Revenge by their own Example? I ac- 
knowledge, replied he, that the Gods 15 

f rE- 


ſhe now carries about her. 


Mark of your Vengeance have you fixed 
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frequently their Provocations to Anger and 


Vengeance ; but they always inflict their Pu- 
niſhments with a gracious Moderation, and 


are never implacable in their Diſpleaſure. 


Inſtead of imitating frail Mortals, by 


giving a full Career to their Wrath, they 
often pardon the Offence, and are ſatisfied 


with the Penitence of the Criminal. Nay, 


they ſometimes puniſh the moſt flagrant 
Crimes with a Severity tempered with the 
mildeſt Mercy; and this is the noble Plan 
by which I have regulated my felt with 
Reſpect to Altaca. I am ſatisfied with the 
Puniſhment ſhe has formerly. experinced, 
and with that Mark of my Vengeance which 
And what 


upon her ? interrupted Sunqui, with a dil- 
dainful Smile, Are the Charms that a- 
dorn her Perſon, the vengeful Preſent you 


have made her, and it 1s thus that your Re- 


ſentment diſplays its great Effects? I can- 


not think it adviſeable, replied the Magi- 


cian, to fatisfy your Curioſity in this Par- 
ticular 3 and it is ſufficient if I aſſure you 
that her Puniſhment is real, though I have 
not expoſed it to publick View. I will 
never ſuffer my ſelf to be amuſed in this 
Manner, faid the vehement Sunqui, and I 
am derermined to know what particular 
Mark Aitaca bears of your boaſted Ven- 

8 1 1 
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geance. I muſt not conſent to afford you 
that Satisfaction, replied Mauli, for J 
am very ſenſible, that if I ſhould be pre- 
vailed upon to gratify your Curioſity, 
the Diſcovery I ſhould make to you would 
not long remain a Secret, and I am re- 
ſolved not to have any Thing publiſhed 
that would expoſe Altaca to the Ridicule 
of the whole Nation. Yow exceedingly 
deceive your ſelf, retorted Sunqui, if you 
imagine you can impoſe upon me with this 
cold Artifice ; I am now convinced that I 
am betrayed, and have too much Reaſon to 
believe that you are paſſionately in Love 
with Attaca. My Bed is diſhonoured by 
your Perfidy, Yes, continued - ſhe, I 
{wear by the Great Rimac, that you have 
been falſe to your conjugal Vows, and it 
you do not immediately inform me what 
Mark of your VengeanceAttaca now wears, 
I will look upon you, for the future, as a 
baſe Adulterer, and will for ever with- 
_ my ſelf from your hateful Pre- 
lence. | 


HOUR 
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ou 80 

I 3 HOUR © EP 
e- 8 25 
y, Mauli was now ſenſible that it would be 
1d impoſſible for him to eaſe his Wife of her 
re- new Suſpicions, unleſs he acquainted her 
ed with the whole Myſtery of his Proceeding. 
ale If you will promiſe me, faid he, not to 
ly diſcloſe the Secret you would have me im- 
ou part to you, I will give you a particular 
his Deſcription of the Mark I have fixed up- 
Jon Ataca. I give you my ſolemn Aﬀu- 
to rance of Secrecy, replied ſhe, and you may 
ve no ſafely entruſt me with the Diſcovery. 
by You know, faid the Magician, with what 

I Reſtrictions I transformed Attaca into a 
we Bear, and the Gods have been pleaſed, at 
Tf laſt, to ſend her a Deliverer. For my 
nat Part, I did not once oppoſe her being reſtor- 
rs, ed to her proper Form, and only enjoin- 
Sa ed her Father to reſerve upon her Perſon 
th- | -fome Mark of the Transformation to which 


re- I had doomed her. Ah ! what Mark, 
interrupted Sunqui, with an Air of Rage 
and Impatience, tell me what Mark thou 
haſt left her? It is only a Lock of that 
Animal's Hair, replied Mauli, which now 
grows upon her Head, and Attaca will re- 
R | tain that Part of a Bear as long as ſhe 
lives. O exquiſite l cried Sunqui, with a 
loud and malignant Laugh, O ihe delight- 
11181 „ . = 
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ful Vengeance you have taken for the 
Death of your Son]! Attaca wears the Lock 
of a Bear upon her Head ! This ſure muſt 


be a ſufficient Conſolation to an afflicted 


Mother who has loſt her only Son, and 
I can never tax you with Injuſtice, ſince 
you have puniſhed Attaca with the ſhaggy 
fp dogs Wa oy 
Sunqui repeated theſe malicious Words 
ſo often, and always pronounced them with 
ſuch a ſhrill Voice, that her Husband was in 
great Apprehenſions leſt any of the Do- 
meſticks ſhould happen to hear her; for 
which Reaſon he earneſtly entreated her 
to ſpeak in a ſofter Tene, and not to for- 
get her Promiſe to keep the Secret with 
which he had entruſted her. Bur alas! it 
was then too late for her to be ſilent ; al- 
moſt every Servant in the Palace had alrea- 
dy heard her Exclamations, and been offi- 
cious enough to repeat them after her, 
Some of them even went out into the pub- 
lick Streets, and made the fame Decla- 
ration to every Perſon they met in their 
Way; ſo that Sungui was not long incom- 
moded with the Secret, but was exceeding- 
ly delighted to find her ſelf diſengaged, as 
ſhe imagined, from her Promiſe. She 
now appeared indefatigable in the Gratifi- 
cation of her Revenge, and acquainted all 
who came to viſit her with Atzaca's Mil- 
„ fortune; 
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fortune; and ſuch were the Impreſſions 
diffuſed among the People by this Account, 
that whenever my Brother, or his Wife, 
or even Capallu himſelf, appeared in 
publick, the univerſal Cry was, Attaca 
wears the Lock of a Bear, which was con- 
ſtantly repeated till they were out of Sight. 

The unfortunate Pair were ſo extremely 
ſhocked to ſee themſelves thus expoſed 
to the Deriſſon of a vile Populace, that 
they determined to withdraw themſelves, 
as ſoon as poſſible, from ſuch Inſults. Af- 
ter ſomeConſideration they reſolved to ſeek 
a more agreeable Reſidence, and baniſh 
themſelves from a Country where they 
perpetually ſuffered ſuch cruel Mortifica- 
tions. With this Intention, they quitted 
the Manſion of Capallu by Night, that 
the Darkneſs might the better conceal their 
Deſign, and after they had paſſed through 
ſeveral unfrequented Forreſts, and wander- 
ed, for many Days, from one Solitude to 
another, they at laſt arrived in the Pro- 
vince of Haltun Rucana, where they found a 
ſpacious Grotto which was then uninhabited, 
and ſeemed to offer them a very commo- 
dious Habitation. It was agreeably ſeat- 
ed on the Bank of a running Stream, and 
at a little Diſtance from a pleaſant Wood, 
which were two Advantages that great- 
ly recommended the Situation, the Water 
e being 
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276 PERUVIAN TALES. 
being plentifully ſtored with Fiſh, and the 


Thickets abounding with Variety of choice 


Game. They were likewiſe not far from 
a little rural Neighbourhood, where they 


had an Opportunity of amuſing themſelves, 
_ whenever they pleaſed, with the Converſa- 


tion of the hoſpitable Inhabitants. Theſe 
inviting- Accommodations induced the two 


Travellers to fix their Dwelling in this 


Place, where they now' flattered themſelves 
they might paſs the Remainder of their 
Days in Tranquility, and free from the In- 
ſolence that had driven them from their 
former Habitation. I might add to this, 
that their Satisfaction ſeemed fully com- 
pleated by the Pregnancy of Aitaca: But 


alas! when Fortune has once taken a Re- 


ſolution to perſecute poor Mortals, no So- 


litude is obſcure enough to cover them 


from her Reſentment, and her unrelenting 


Cruelty is not to be eluded by any Pre- 


cautions of the wiſeſt of the Sons of. Men. 

One Day, when my Brother and his 
fair Spouſe were enjoying the coo] Breeze 
on the Bank- of the River, with ſome of 
their Friends, their Ears were ſuddenly 
alarmed with a Voice from the Top of 
a neighbouring Tree, and which pronoun- 
ced, with a very articulate Tone, theſe 


Words; Attaca wears the Lock of a Bear. 


All the Company were ſtruck with Aſto- 
niſhment 


ſumption to offend me, but all the Powers 
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niſhment at this unexpected -Interruption 


of their innocent Pleaſure, and endeavour- 


ed to diſcover from whence the Sound, 


which reſembled a human Voice, proceed- 


ed. But the unfortunate Attaca was ſo 
affected with thoſe dreadful] Accents, that 
ſhe breathed a deſpairing Sigh, and re- 


clining her Head on the Boſom of her 
dear Huange, immediately fainted away 


in his Arms. The deſolate Husband and 
his Friends gave her all the Aſſiſtance in 
their Power, and at laſt recovered her 
from the State of Inſenſibility into which 
ſhe had ſunk. Bur this Relief only prepar- 
ed her for new Pangs, for ſhe no- ſooner 
came to her ſelf, but her Ears were tortur- 
ed with the Repetition of thoſe fatal 


Words that had ſo diſcompoſed her a few 


Moments before. Her Heart was rent 
with Sighs, and her radiant Eyes ſeemed 
diſſolved in Tears; and as the Voice was 
perpetually. repeating the ſame odious Ac- 
cents, Attaca loſt all Remains of Patience. 
She ſurveyed the Tree very attentively, and at 


laſt diſcovered a Parrot who had taken his 


Stand on one of the loftieſt Boughs. Her 
Provocation, at this Sight, was inexpreſſible, 
and when ſne had caught up her Bow, in 


the firſt Tranſport of her Fury; Inſolent 


Creature, ſaid ſhe, thou haſt had the Pre- 


in 
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in Nature ſhall not protect thee from the 
Vengeance of my Shafts. The Effect was 
exactly agreeable to the Menace; for the 
Arrow pierced the feathered Babler thro? 
the Body, and he fell down * at the 
Foot of the Tree. | 

My Brother and his Friends were em- 
having all their Perſuaſions to relieve 
the dejected Attaca from the Melancholy 
that oppreſſed her, when a Flight of the 
ſame Birds ſettled upon the Trees, and re- 


peated the Language of their dead Com- 


panion. All the Wood reſounded with 
thoſe deteſtable Accents; the melodious 
Notes that lately warbled among the 
waving Branches, were no longer heard 

and now, not only the Parrots, but innume- 
rable Tribes of other Birds, both great 
and ſmall, aſſembled from all Quarters, 
and in loud Cries, that were intelligible to 


my Brother and his Wife, as well as to their 


Company, mutually told each other that 
Attaca wore the Tail of a Bear. 


This aſtoniſhing Prodigy was regarded 


by ſeveral Perſons in the Company as ſome 
extraordinary Declaration from the Gods 
themſelves, who, by the Miniſtration of 


the Animals, revealed Attaca's ſhame- 
ful State. Some took the Liberty to 


expreſs their Sentiments of this Event 
in very ludicrous Language and mor- 
Wy 


 Kecourſe to 
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titying Raillery, Others teſtified their 
Contempt of her Perſon, by declining 


her Company upon all Occaſions, and 
her moſt intimate and beft Friends were at 
a Loſs what to think of this ſtrange Affair; 
for if they could not eaſily perſuade them- 
ſelves that Ataca was in the Condition inti- 
mated by the Birds, yet the conſtant and uni- 
verſal Cry of thoſe Animals created ſome 
Suſpicions in their Minds which they were 
unable to clear up to their Satisfaction. 
Some of them, at laſt, came to a Re- 
ſolution either to verify or diſprove this 
imputed Fact by occular Demonſtration, 


that they might no. longer be perplexed 


with the Uncertainty under which they 
laboured ; and they neglected no Oppor- 
tunity to fucceed in their Deſign. They 
privately followed her where-ever ſhe went, 
and obſerved all her Motions with the 
ſtricteſt Attention. They viſited every Soli- 


_ tude to which ſhe uſed to retreat, in Hopes 


to find her aſleep in ſome ſequeſtered Shade, 
or to ſurpriſe her in any other unguarded 
Moment; when ſhe would be unable to e- 
lude their Curiofity.; but all their Endea- 
vours ſtill proved ineffectual. At laſt, a 
Party of raſh young Men reſolved to have 
hy in Order to obtain 
the Satisfaction they deſired ; and, with 
that View, they all aſſembled at the Door 
of her Grotto, and called her by her 
Name. 
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Name. Attaca, who little ſuſpected their 
ungenerous Intentions, had no ſooner made. 
her Appearance, than ſhe found herſelf 
ſurrounded by them, in ſuch a Manner, 
that it was impoſſible for her to - eſcape. 
The inhuman Croud immediately ſeiz- 
ed her, and, without the leaſt Conſidera- 
tion of the Reſpect due to her Sex, uſed 
their utmoſt Efforts to gratify their inſo- 
lent Curioſity. The beauteous Attaca re- 
ſiſted their Violence, for ſome Time, till 
at laſt the elegant Plumage in which her 
Hair was collected, fell from her Head, 
and expoſed the delicate F low of her di- 


ſhevelled Treſſes to the View of thoſe Bar- 


barians, who immediately diſcovered the 
fatal Lock, and were now convinced that 
the Birds had uttered nothing but the 
Reality. The abandoned Wretches burſt 
into a loud Peal of Laughter at their 


Succeſs, and, as they .retired, made the 


Grot eccho with this Exclanution, Atta- 
ca has indeed the Loct f a Bear: | | 

- The: unfortunate: Wife of es; was 
fired with a juſt Indignation at the Af- 


front ſhe had received, and reſolved to a- 


venge her ſelf by the Death of thoſe pre- 
ſumptuous young Men. She ſprung with 


a ſurpriſing Swiftneſs to and 
ſeiz ing her Bow and Arrows, immediately 
purſued her Enemies, and, in a fe- Mo- 
ments beheld her ſelf near enough to them 
a - 0 
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to execute her intended Revenge. She then 
drew an Arrow from her Quiver, and 


launched it at one of thoſe inſolent Wretch- 


es, with ſo much Vigour, that it entered at 
his Back, and pierced him through the 
Heart. His Companions, at this diſmal 
Spectacle, faced their beauteous Foe, when 
a ſecond Shaft, directed by her unerring 
Eye, planted it ſelf in the. Boſom of ano- 
ther of their Number, and laid him dead 
on the Earth. This was immediately fol- 
lowed by a third, which produced the 


fame fatal Effect, and as ſhe was pre- 


paring to diſcharge the fourth, a large 
Stone, whirPd by an inviſible Hand, - 
ſtruck her in the Middle of the Forehead, 
and ſo violent was the Blow, that ſhe ſunk 
down in the Duſt, the Inſtant ſhe received 


it. The Blood guſhed in a purple Stream 
from her Wound, and her Soul was ready 
to take its eternal Flight from her pale 
Lips. 


While this Scene of Death was tranſ. 
acting, my Brother, who knew nothing 


of the Inſult that had been offered to his 


Wife, nor of the Combat wherein ſhe was 
engaged, departed from his Grot to ſeek 
his beloved Conſort, and when he had 
wandered for ſomè Time among the Soli- 
tudes ſhe uſed to frequent, he perceived 
a heman Form ſtretched on the Eo 
| and 
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and bathed in its flowing Blood. This ar 
melancholy Spectacle raiſed his Compaſſi- W: 
on, and he was not a little diſpleaſed to WI 
ſee ſuch an Inſtance of Barbarity; but who W 
can deſcribe the Agitations of his Soul, . 
when, upon a nearer Approach, he caſt hi: 
his Eyes on his beloved Attaca! His Grief, ſta 
at firſt, exceeded all the Bounds of Mode- thi 
ration, but when he confidered that it was 1 PI 
altogether unavailing, he endeavoured to 
calm it with the Aſſiſtance of Reaſon 
and manly Reſolution; and, as he was 
ſenſible that Altaca was reduced to this 
Condition by ſome inhuman Enemies, he 
directed his View all around him to diſ- 
cover the Authors of his ſad Calamity, 
and foon beheld them in their diſtant Flight. 
He now breathed nothing but Revenge, 
and immediately purſued them with 2 
Rage that gave Wings to his Speed ; and 
as he was armed with a Bow and Arrows, 
he aſſaulted them with ſo much Succeſs, 
that he ſoon killed and wounded ſeveral 
of their Number; and he continued the 
Attack with ſo much V igour, that he, at 
laſt, laid them all dead on the Earth. 
Huanac, when he had compleated this Ef- 
fect of his Reſentment, returned to the 
Place where he had left his murdered Wife, 
and then gave a Looſe to his Sorrow and 
Deſpair ; he tore the Hair from his _ 
0 a 


ſpitable Count 
that Inſtance af. 
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and caſting himſelf on her breathleſs Body, 
waſhed it with his Tears,and mingled them 
with the Blood that flowed from her 
Wound. | 
_ Whilſt he was thus indulging himſelf i in 
his Deſpair, Capallu, who, by the Aſſi- 
ſtahce of his Art, was acquainted with 


the Death of his Daughter, arrived at the 


Place where the diſconſolate Husband was 
overwhelmed with the Anguiſh of his Soul. 


My Son, faid he, claſping him in his 


Arms, and melting into Tears, you have 
now loft a faithful Companion who was 
qualified to render your Life perfectly hap- 


Py, and I am unfortunately deprived of a 
Daughter whom I tenderly loved: I am 


under no Difficulty to diſcover from whence 


the fatal Blow came, for I am ſenſible it 


Proceeded' from the cruel Hand of Sunqui. 


This barbarous Woman, after ſhe had 
' compelled my Daughter and you to aban- 


don my Houſe, and fly from that inho- 
was not fatisfied with 
her Revenge, but pur- 
ſued you, with unrelenting Rage, to the 
Solitude you - had choſen for your Re- 
treat, and her Hatred was encreaſed b 
ſome particular Tydings ſhe had heard. 


Her Husband had informed her of the 


Pregnancy of your Wife, which inflamed 
Nay with the OT Jealouſy that ever 
Infected 
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clamations, ſhe immediately 
her Seat and preſented her ſelf. before her 
Husband, and after ſhe had diſcourſed with 
him, for ſome Time, upon indifferent Sub- 
jects, ſhe turned the Converſation very art- 


her Proceeding. 
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infected a human Breaſt, Is it . poſſible 
then, cried ſhe, that I fhould have the 
Mortification to ſee her become a Parent, 


who has deprived me of al] Hope of leay- 


ing any Pofterity behind me No, I am 
determined this ſhall never be, and may I 
no longer be regarded as. the Wife of* the 
potent Mauli, if I do not exterminate the 


Mother and her r 
When ſhe had ended theſe n © 
roſe from 


fully to Aitaca. This poor eg faid 


ſhe, is now with Child, would 
have been barbarous to have pe age 
her in that Condition, and I am extreme- 
ly concerned at the Accident which o- 
bliged her to retire from our Domini- 
ons. 


Mauli f was perſuaded by chis Diſcourſe 


that his Wife had no longer any Intention 
to mioleſt Altaca. 


I am greatly delighted, 


ſaid he, with the Compaſſion you expreſs 
for that unfortunate Perſon; and though 
the Injury we have received from her, is, 
according to all Appearances, irretrievable; 
yet we ſhould be unjuſt to complain of 
A virtuous Maiden, 

7 who 


revenge an Inſult, is not to be condemned 
for ſhedding the Blood of her Raviſher, ' 
and expiating by his Death, the Violence 
he offered. Sunqui pretended to entertain 
the ſame Opinion, and then changing the 
Converſation to a different Subject; ſhe 
intreated her Husband to grant her one 
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who is armed with proper Weapons to 


* 


Requeſt, without mentioning any Parti- 


culars. 1 am willing to indulge you in 


your Deſire, ſaid Mauli, provided what 


you ask be not prejudicial to any Perſon 
whatever. 


On this Condition you may de- 


mand what you pleaſe, without the leaſt 


Fear of a Refuſal. 


You your ſelf ſhall 
judge, replied Sunqui, whether my Requeſt 
can poſſibly be injurious to any Mortal, 


but you muſt firſt ſwear to grant me what 


I defire. This I willingly conſent to, 


ſaid Mauli, upon the Terms I have al- 


ready intimared, and I therefore ſwear 


the Great Rimac * awful ee of 


N 
H o v R LV. 


When the Mal had taken this ſo- 
em Oath, Sunqui continued her Diſcourſe 
in this Manner; 


a TE them to * „* I would 
have 


I deſire you would en- 
able me to give Language to the Birds, 
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have them utter. 


ed to make of this Power, complied with 


her Demand without the leaſt Heſitation. 
Sungui, who was now elated with a malig- 


nant Pride, at the: new Prerogative ſhe. had ac- 


quired, wrapped her felt in a Cloud, and quit- 


ting her Husband's Palace, proceeded imme- 
diately to the Forreſts of Hattun Nucans. 
At her Arrival thither, ſhe cauſed all the 
Birds of every Species to aſſemble a- 
round her, and taught them to pronounce 
thoſe Words that have proved ſo fatal to 
our Repoſe, and ſo calamitous to my dear 
unhappy 77 ughter; and when ſhe had ſuf- 
— be ſtructed them in the Part they 
were to perform, ſhe commanded them 
to diſcontinue their uſual Songs, and to 
utter only theſe Words, Attaca has zhe 
Lock of a Bear. You are not ignorant, 
continued Capallu, of the fatal Accidents 
that have ſince happened, and therefore J 
ſhall not waſte any Time in repeating 
them. 


we both were born to fuffer a moſt deplo- 
rable Deſtiny } That, indeed, is not to be 
doubted, my Son, faid Capallu 3 ; but how- 
ever, Gace we have it in our Power to a- 
venge our ſelves for the Injuries we have 
received, we ought to uſe the proper 

. Means 


Mauli, who. had not 
any Suſpicion of the Uſe his Wife intend- 


Alas! my dear Father, replied Huanac, 


ment of my Deſign. 


. with a Sting that 


will conſider of proper Means to 


to her Remains, he law a Troop of young 
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Means to that Effect. The inhuman Sun- 
qui has given us a Specimen how Offences 
are to be puniſhed, and ſhe has raught 
us, by the Conceſſion into which ſhe be- 
tra yed her Husband, that Artifice is a 


proper Expedient to be employed, when 


we are not in a Condition to make our 
Attack by open Force. I am therefore 


determined to deſtroy that Barbarian in her 


own fraudful Manner ; and as neither ſhe 
nor her Husband have any Power over 
Inſects and Reptils, I intend to aſſume the 
Form of a Serpent for the Accompliſh- 
She every Day 
bathes her ſelf in a Fountain which I well 
know, and when I have ſurpriſed her 


there, according to my preſent Intention, 


I will pierce her Body in a thouſandPlaces, 
(hall diffuſe a mortal 

Poiſon through all her Veins. When this 
Part of our Revenge is compleated, we 
puniſh 
the other Murderers of your Wife. At 
theſe Words Capally diſappeared, and left 
my Brother overwhelmed with Affliction 
at the Loſs of his beloved Ataca. | 
Huanac, after the Departure of Capally, 
dug a Grave in the Earth, in which he 
depoſited-the Body of his dead Wife ; but 
whilſt he was performing this laſt Office 


en 
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Men advancing towards him with a furi- 
ous Air, and armed with, Spears, Clubs, 


and Stones, to revenge, by his Death, 
their ſlain Companions. I now behold 


bim, ſaid one of theſe infolent Wretches ; 
this is the pernicious Stranger who has 


murdered our Friends. At the ſame Time 
he. threw a huge Stone at my Brother, 
but the Force of the Blow was happily 
weakened by the Branches of the Trees, 
and he only received a ſlight Contuſion. 
At the ſame Inſtant another of his Inva- 
ders advanced, with an Intention to cruſh 


him with the Weight of his Club, and a 


third prepared to pierce him through the 
Body with a Lance. 


My Brother had inevitably periſhed in 


this unequa! Combat, if Heaven had not 
preſerved him by an unexpected Aſſiſtance. 
A Lion of an enormous Size ſprung out 
of the thick Buſhes, and 
between Huanac and his Enemies. His 
Jaws were covered with Foam mixed with 
Blood, and he made the Wood eccho with 
ſuch a dreadful Roar, as was capable of 
infuſing Terror into the moſt undaunted 
Heart. The hoſtile Troop ſtarted back, 


in the utmoſt Conſternation, at the Sight of 
this formidable Animal, and were utterly 
confounded by their Fears; ſome endea- 


ee 0 ſecure themſelves by Flight, 
| whilſt 


placed himſelf 
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vhilſt thoſe who attempted to make any 


Reſiſtance were torn in Pieces by the 
Claws and Fangs of the furious Savage. 


The Blood of thoſe miſerable Wretches 
flowed in ſuch copious Streams, that a 


Crimſon River ſeemed to roll through the 
Wood, and the Earth is red to this Day 
with the Slaughter of that Combat. 
My Brother aſcribed his. Preſervation 
from the Rage of his Enemies, to the 
Goodneſs of the Gods, and imagined that 
he even beheld ſomething Divine in the 
Lion, who had ſo ſeaſonably aſſiſted him. 


He ſtretched out his Arms towards him, 


and was preparing to offer him his grate- 
ful Adorations, when he ſaw him aſſume 


the Form of a Man, whoſe Features were 
very familiar to him. In a Word, he be- 


held, with infinite Delight, that he was in- 
debted for his Deliverance to the Father 
of his dear Attaca. He threw himſelf at 
his Feet and embraced them wath all the 
Tranſports that the Senſe of ſuch an Obli- 


patio could inſpire, and was at a Loſs for 
xpreſſions to teſtify the Gratitude: with 


which his Soul was affected: i 
In the mean Time Capallu, whoſe 


Thoughts were employed by other Cares, 


raiſed his Son-in-Law from the Earth, and 
at the ſame Time, expreſſed himſelf in 
this Manner; The barbarous Woman, 
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who murdered your unfortunate Wife, has 
been puniſhed as I lately propoſed, and 
ſince my Vengeance has been ſo effectua! 
againſt her, nothing remains but the Con- 
fideration of proper Methods to chaſtiſe the 
Inſolence of the Inhabitants of this Coun- 
try with equal Severity, in Order to con- 
vince Poſterity, that the Deſcendants of 
the Prophets are not to be injured with 
Impunity. It is abſolutely neceſſary to 
10th Vengeance on all thoſe who inhabit 
this Land; for, as their Crime is general, 
every Individual ought to partake of the 
fame Puniſhment. 

Leave that Care to me, [ entreat you, 
faia my Brother, and 1 will contrive a 
memorable : Revenge, whoſe fatal Effects 
ſhall continue as long as I live. I on- 
ly defire that you would either render 
e rue ie or elſe cauſe me to grow 
to thoſe Dimenſions, as may enable me 
to devour 'a' Man every Day. I have ta- 
ken a Reſolution to fix my Reſidence in 
this Country, and, as my Motive to Venge- 
ance is ſo juſt and unexceptionable, my 
principal Employment ſhall be ro puniſh 
the perfidious Cruelty of the Inhabitants. 


It is impoſſible for me, replied Capallu, 
tO. refuſe. you any Thing you deſire; but 
as it is much eaſter for me to furniſh you 
with a gigantic Shape, than to make 


' you 


"% 


2 ny Mortal ever appeared. 
mand was immediately ſucceeded by a ſuita- 
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you in vulnerable, I ſhall conſequently pre- 
fer the firſt of theſe Eachantments. At the 


ſame Time, he inclined his Body to- 
wards the Earth, and collected a little 


Heap of Sand, and then ſcattering it up- 


on the Head of Huanac; Be it thy Pre- 
rogative, ſaid he, to riſe, from this Mo- 


ment, to the largeſt Stature in which a- 
This Com- 


ble Effect; the Head of my Brother wWas 
enlarged, in an Inſtant, to a prodigious 


Size; his Legs were exceedingly lengthen- 


ed, and his whole Body grew to thoſe 

ſurpriſing Dimenſions in which he after- 
wards appeared to the Inhabitants of Hat- 
tun Rucana. His Scrength had likewiſe 
a proportionable Increaſe, and he became 


extremely deſirous to make ſome Experi- 


ment of this new Acquiſition. He ac- 
cordingly tore up a large Free by the 


: Hopes and ſhattered all the Branches with 


as much Facility as a ſtrong Man would 
| ſnap the ſlender Stem of a Reed, which 
had long been wichered by: the ſcorching 
N of the Sun. 

Huanac was 8 at the extraordina- 
ling Power that was ſo ſuddenly imparted 


to him, and reſigned himſelf to the gay 


Tranſports of lively Joy. He teſtified all 
e Acknowledgments to his Fa- 
0 2 | ther. 
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_ ther-in-Law for the Preſent he had receiv. 
ed from his Complacency ; and when the 
old Man had taken his final Leave of 
him, in Order to return to his own Ha- 
bitation, my Brother prepared to gratif 

the Revenge he had premeditated. Wit 


this Intention, he took a Progreſs thro* 


the Country, and laid the firſt Man he 
met gaſping on the Earth, after which, he 
immediately devoured him. The ſame 
Fate attended the next Perſon who had the 
Misfortune to preſent himſelf in Huanac's 
Way, and he was altogether as unmerciful 


to the third. In fine, every Mortal who 
happened to appear before him, became 


à Sacrifice to his unrelenting Rage, and 
all Parts of the Country diſplay'd in- 
numerable Marks of his dreadful Venge- 
ance. | 
He indulged himſelf in this fatal Seve- 
rity for the Space of ſeveral Years, till, 
art laſt, he found himſelf ſoftened with 
the natural Sentiments of Humanity that 


waked in his Soul, and began to reflect, 


with a conſcious Shame, on the many In- 


ſtances of his Barbarity. If I perſiſt in 
my Revenge, ſaid he, with as little Re- 
morſe as I have hitherto gratified it, I ſhall 


ſoon extirpate the whole Race of Man- 
kind. I will therefore moderate my Re- 
ſentment, and tho* I am exaſperated by 
1 * FE ſuc 
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ſuch uncommon Provocations, yet I am 


determined to conduct my ſelf with more 
Lenity for the future; and ſince I am 
unable to devour more than one Man 


each Day, I will confine my ſelf to the 


Deſtruction of a ſingle Perſon. I intend, 
however, continued he, to compel all 
thoſe I meet, to relate to me the par- 
ticular Adventures they have experienced, 
and that Perſon whoſe Hiſtory ſhall ap- 
pear to me leaſt entertaining, ſhall be 
deſtined for my Food, and I will diſmiſs 


the reſt in full Liberty. This was the 


Reſolution that Huanac formed; and he 
continued to obſerve it very punctually- - 


to the Day of his Death. 


N 2 * RUBS AND 5 N Ns N N | 8 N 
An 


The Szquzt of the Hiſtory of PRIxoE 
Hovac and the QE of HaTTUuN 
SCUBA. © ITE 785 | 


Adam, continued Mapentac, ad- 
dreſſing his Diſcourſe to the Queen, 
you are ſenſible what Calamities my Bro- 
ther unhappily brought upon your Subjects, 
not only ſince the Time you aſcended the 


Throne of your Anceſtors, but even ma- 


ny Years before your Birth. He was look- 
- O 3 ed 


* 
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ed upon, through all your Dominions, as 
a pernicious Monſter, whom the Gods 


had created, in their Diſpleaſure, to ſpread 


Deſſolation among the Inhabitants of the 
Earth. And yet, with all the bad Qua- 
lities that ſo much diſhonoured him, he 
was a Man deſcended from the ſacred 
Race of the Prophets, and only deviated 
into Cruelty, from what appeared to him 
to be a Principle of Juſtice. His ſole 
Intention was to revenge the Murder of a 
Wife he paſſionately loved, and to re- 
talliate the Violence that had been inhu- 
manly. offered to his own Perſon. : 
Ah Tapamac ! interrupted. the. Queen 
of Hattun Rucana, your Brother can ne- 
ver be conſidered as an innocent Perſon. 
I acknowledge, indeed, that it was very 


natural for him to be affeted with Re- 


ſentment at the untimely Death of his 
Wife; but when he fuftered+ himſelf to 
be ſo ſtrangely miſguided by his Fury, as 


to deſtroy _ Thouſands of the Chil- 


dren of Men, for the Crime of an incon- 
fiderable Number of People, his Inhu- 
manity became unpardonable, and he di- 
veſted himſelf of all Pretenſions to Mercy. 
1 have the ſame Averſion to the Savage 
| Pleaſure he enjoyed in devouring his E- 
nemies, and I think it» evident, that the 


Voten of Nature never eee, Mortals 
| TO 


TPO future Happineſs. 
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to nouriſh themſclves with human Fleſh. 


On the contrary, ſhe teſtifies. the utmoſt 


Repugnance to that Barbarity, and the 
ſecret Horror with which ſhe inſpires us for 
that Kind of Food, ought to. be regarded 
as an e Admonition to abſtain from 
it. 5 
9 2 1 8 he, let: G 


verſation no longer turn upon your Brother, 


whoſe Adventures are inter woven with 
Circumſtances that are very . deteſtable : 
We will return to the State of your own - 
Affairs, and I am inclinable. to perſuade 
my ſelf, that I have this Moment enter- 
tained a Thought which is not altogether 
without Foundation. If the Misfortune 
you ſuſtained, with Reſpect to your Mar- 
riage with the amiable Chici, is not alto- 
gether to be imputed to any Crimes of 
yours, I yet think you was extremely ne- 
gligent in your Endeavours to diſcover the 
true Condition which the Gods required 
you. to perform, in order to accompliſh 
In my Opinion 
you was too credulous, when you imagi- 


ned your Abdication to be the very Cir- 


cumſtance which the Gods demanded, and 
that, in ceaſing to be a Sovereign, you 
would, at the ſame Time, ceaſe to be What 
you were. But nothing aſtoniſhes me ſo 
much, as that when you experienced the 

4 >. "-- 
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unſucceſsful Event of your Proceeding, 


you ſhould not comprehend that ſomething 
yet remained to be performed, previous 
to your Happineſs. I need not tell you 
that the Gods are infallible in their Ora- 
cles; they permitted you to find a Perſon 


capable of crowning your Days with Felicity, 


and they likewiſe gave you the Advantage 


over all your Rivals. From whence then 


proceeded the Impediment which depriv- 
ed you of the Prize reſulting from your 
Victory? It is doubtleſs to be aſcribed 
to none but your ſelf: You have not as yet 
ſufficiently obeyed the Gods, and were I 


"in your Condition, I would enter upon a 
dehberate Examination of my preſent 


State. The Wings, for Inſtance, which 
you wear, give you ſome: Participation of 


the Nature of Birds, as the other Parts 


of your Body bear a Similitude to the 


Claſs of Mankind. This unnatural Mix- 


ture may, perhaps, be diſpleaſing to the 
Gods, who cannot, with any Approbation, 
behold thoſe Things confounded, which 


they have evidently diſtinguiſhed and ſe- 


parated. I would therefore have diveſted 
my ſelf of thoſe Wings, and then I 
ſhould really have ceaſed to be what I was 
before; and if I had not then ſucceeded 
in that Particular, I would have reſorted 
to ſome other Expedient ; for Example, 
5 f 5 J would 
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I would have regulated my Paſſions, and 
the Habits I had contracted, and refined 
them from every Imperfection that I ima- 


gined might be diſpleaſing to the Gods; 


till, at laſt, by-repeated Endeavours, I 


had obtained the Knowledge of their 
Will. e Hari 


HOUR LVI. 


Alas ! replied Tlapantac, the Fault is 
already committed, and I doubt beyond 


the Power of Reparation ! Here Prince 
Houac interpoſed, and offered his Opini- 
on in this myſterious Affair. I ſhould 


not, faid he, be ſo inclinable to deſpair 


of the gracious Diſpofition of the Gods, 


but would rather implore them, with all 
Humility, to be favourable to me, and 1 
ſhould flatter my ſelf that they would not 


diſregard my Supplications. They have 
a Thouſand Expedients to make us hap- 
Py, and when I remember how you de- 
clared in the Hiſtory of your Adventures, 


that all your Rivals were reſtored to Life, 


and that the Body of Chici diſappeared 
from the Litter in which you had placed 


her, I begin to preſage that ſome pecu- 
liar Advantages are ftill reſerved for you. 


I imagine, for Inſtance, that Chici has 
not yet deſcended to the Regions of the 
£ O 5 Dead, 
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Dead, and that the Gods have ſecreted | 


her, in ſome particular Part of their Cre- 

ation, with an Intention to reſtore her to 

vou, as ſoon as you have conformed your 
ſelf to their Decrees. 


Prince, replied Mapantac, whatever may 
be the Event, I am determined to give you 


the utmoſt Proof of the Regard I pay 


to the Counſels IJ have received from you 


and the Queen of Hallun Rucana. I am 
now preparing to make a Sacrifice of my 
Wings that were once ſo precious to me; 
and may the Gods grant, continued he 


with Tears in his Eyes, that this Reſigna- 
tion may be one Day advantageous to my 


Repoſe. At the Cloſe of this Diſcourſe, 
he raiſed his Eyes to Heaven, and, with 
extended Arms, pronounced ſome magic 


Words; after which he took a ſable Wand 
in his Hand, and had no ſooner drawn it 
cover his Wings, than they entirely diſap- 


peared, without leaving any Mark where- 
by it might be known that they had 


been ever fixed to any Part of his Body. 
Prince Houac and the Queen of Haltun 


5 Rucans exhorted the Sovereign of the Iſle 


of xi to place his Confidence in the Good- 


neſs of the Gods, and then they roſe from 


their Seats to give him their final Farewel. 
But they had ſcarce began to exchange 
their ok Corllitlg when they heard loud 
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Acclamations of Joy, - accompanied with 


the melodious Sounds of ſeveral. muſical 


Inſtruments in the great Square of the Pa- 
lace. - Mapantac was exceedingly ſurpriſed 
at what he heard, and went out of the 
Hall to learn the Cauſe of this ſudden 
Alacrity. But who can expreſs the Tranſ- 
ports of his Soul when he beheld the 
lovely. Chici, led by the Magician her Fa- 
ther ? He ſprung to her with all the paſ- 
ſionate Ardours of the fondeſt Lover, and 
claſping one of her lilly Hands with an a- 
morous Graſp, he continued for ſome 
Moments with his Lips riveted to it, and 


all his Faculties were ſuſpended to ſuch 
a Degree, by the . ſudden Extacy, that it 


was a conſiderable Time before he could 


utter a Word: But when the firſt Impreſ- 


ſions of his Joy and Surpriſe were a little 
moderated, Ah! my Lord, ſaid he to the 
Magician, - how agreeably have. you aſto- 


niſhed me with this unexpected Viſit! And 
O beauteous Chici ! continued he, how has 
ou charming Preſence diſſipated all my 


angs ! for J flatter my ſelf, that you 
intend, by your, Arrival here, to bring 
my Misfortunes to their final Period. Lou 


are not deceived, replied, Hinapac, for you 
have now accompliſhed all that the Gods 


required you to perform antecedent to 
your nne and ſhould any Difficul- 
118 
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ties be ſtill remaining, I am certain it will 


be in my Power to remove them for e- 


Mapantac now beheld himſelf in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of all the Happineſs he had fo long 
deſpaired to obtain, and with Joy ſpark- 
ling in his Eyes, he intreated the Magi. 
cian and his fair Daughter, to enter the 
Hall where he had left Prince Houac and 
the Queen of Haltun Rucana. All theſe 
illuſtrious Perſons entertained each other 
with mutual Civilities, and when they had 


acquitted themſelves of the firſt Ceremo- 

nies, NMapantac acquainted the Magician 
with the Adventures that brought Prince 
Houac and the Queen of Haitun Rucana ' 


to the Ifle of Ui; and the Magician, in 


his Turn, related the Manner in which 
his Daughter had been reſtored to him, 


when he little expected that. Bleſſing. 


I was walking, ſaid he, about half an 


Hour ago in the Meadow, which is at a 
little Diſtance from my Palace, when 1 
ſuddenly felt the Earth tremble under my 
Feet; and, after two or three ſucceſlive 
Shocks, it began to open before me, and, 


at the ſame Time, preſented to my View 


the Appearance of a young Lady, wound- 

ed with an Arrow in the Region of the 
Heart. She ſeemed to be in a State of 

abſolute Inſenſibility; the m—_ - - 
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Death was diffuſed through all her Form, 
and a Vail was drawn over her Face. 
The Circumſtance of the Arrow made me 
preſently imagine that I beheld the Bo- 
dy of Chici; but, for my greater Certain- 
ty, I lifted up. the Vail that flowed over 


her Face, and was immediately convinc- 


ed that I had not been deceived in my 
Conjecture. Whilſt I was beholding her, 


with a Tenderneſs mixed with Admiration, 
] perceived that ſhe began to breathe 3 
upon which I folded her in my Arms, to 


cheriſh her with a gentle Warmth. Ina 
little Time, the livid Hue that hung up- 
on her Aſpect, was gradually changed 
into the blooming Complexion of Youth, 


and every Feature began to glow with 


Life. As I was conſidering this amiable 


Progreſs from Death to Animation, with 


unſpeakable Delight, my dear Chic: open- 
ed her Eyes, and began to ſpeak to me; 
My Admiration was then heightened into 
Extacy, to ſee how graciouſly the Gods 
had reſtored my Daughter to me, when 
IT thought myſelf deprived of her forever. 


IJ embraced her with all the Tenderneſs of 
à fond Father, whilſt the returned my 


Careſſes with ſuitable Endearments; and 
this amazing Adventure drew Tears of 
Tranſport from our Eyes. 3 


, 


When 
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When we had indulged our ſelves, for 
| | ok Time, in the Expreſſions of our 


mutual Joy to behold each other again, 
we quitted the Meadow and walked-to the 


Palace. At our Arrival there, I ordered 
a Pan of live Coals to be placed before 


me,, into which I threw a Compoſition. of 


ſeveral Powders ; and by the Effect of 
the Fumes that roſe from the Flame, 
I immediately knew. that the Prince of 


the Iſle of Uxi was ſtill living, and that 


he had fully accompliſhed the Condition 
demanded of him by the Gods, with Re- 
lation to his Marriage. When J had gain- 
ed this Information, I became exceeding- 
ly deſirous to viſit him in his Dominions, 


as ſoon as poſſible, that I might preſent 


him with the Prize of his former Victo- 


| ries; and I now hope the Nuptials will 


be celebrated before the Cloſe of this 
Day. 


ingly at the latter Part of this Diſcourſe, 
and thoſe who took Notice of that Alte- 


ration in her Countenance, conſidered it as 
the natural Effect of Virgin Modeſty, which 

always appears ſo amiable in the ſofter 
Sex. But when ſhe began to ſeem indiſ- 


poſed, and, at laſt, fainted away in her 
Chair, the Company were greatly alarm- 


. at the Condition in which they beheld _ 
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her, and it was a conſiderable Time before 


they could be certain whether ſhe was liv- 


ing or dead; but the ſeaſonable Applica- 
tion of proper Remedies, at laſt, reco- 
vered her from her State of Inſenſibility. 
Ah! my deareſt Chici, cried the Prince of 
the Iſle of Uxi, when he ſaw her revive, 
how dreadful was that fad Moment to my 


Soul, when I beheld you pale and fainting, 


and imagined Death was preparing to cloſe 


thoſe radiant Eyes for ever! But, O. how 


exquiſite are the Tranſports I now ex 


rience, to ſee the deareſt Object of my 


Deſires reſtored to me once more in Safety ! 
Bleſſed be the immortal Gods, who have 


allotted me. the dear Fruition of ſo much 


Happineſs! And now, my faireſt Chici, 


let us no longer delay the ſoft Completion 
of all our Joys; the Opportunity is as fa- 
vourable as we can poſſibly wiſh, and every 
Circumitance appears with a propitious Aſ- 
pect: Let us, therefore, exchange our mu- 
tual Vows of unalterable Affection and Fi- 


delity to each other. 


This Propoſal affected Chici with new 
Symptoms; but they were extremely dif- 
ferent from thoſe ſhe diſcovered a few Mo- 


ments before: She ſurprized all the Com- 


pany with aloud Laughter z and fell back 
in her Chair, as if ſome extraordinary Aſ- 


nme had caſt her 1 Vito that Attitude. 
Some- 
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Some times ſhe turned her Eyes to the 


Prince of the . Iſle of Li, with an Air of 


the moſt inveterate Diſdain; and the next 
Moment ſhe indulg'd herſelf in a ſcornful 


Repetition of her Mirth. TWapantac, Who 


was not a little ſurpriz' d at ſuch an unex- 


peed Scene, had juſt Reſolution enough 


to raiſe one of her Hands to his Lips, with 
an Air that intimated how much he dread- 
ed her Diſpleaſure: He kiſs'd it, however, 
with the utmoſt Tranſport ; and bath'd it 
with a copious Flow of Tears. But this 
Action, inſtead of ſoftening the Fair one 
with any Impreſſions of Tenderneſs, did 
but encreaſe her Contempt: She haſtily 
withdrew her Hand from his; and, with 
a Kind of Horror, wip'd away' the Tears 
that hung upon it; and, as if theſe Inſtan- 


ces of her Averſion had been too incon- 


ſiderable, ſhe puſhed away the Prince 


of the Iſle of Uxi, fo violently with her 
Feet, as he was preparing to embrace 


them, that he fell backwards on the Pave- 
ment. N ä | 


Prince Houac, and the Queen of Hattun 


Rucana, were ſo confounded at what uy 


beheld, that they were entirely at a Loſs 


what to think of ſuch a ſtrange Proceeding. 
The Magician, in particular, was extreme- 
ly exaſperated 3 and, notwithſtanding all 


his Fondneſs for Chit, was unable 9 
| 1 8 ; cea 
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12 ceal the Indignation her Behaviour had 
of rais'd in his Soul: And is it thus, Daugh- 
xt ter, ſaid he, that you receive the obliging 
ul Addreſſes of a Man, from whom you 


10 are deſtin'd to derive all the Happineſs 
of your future Life? You was once re- 
puted to be a Perſon of an amiable Dif- 
poſition, and had the Reputation of con- 
ducting yourſelf with Decency and Dit- 
cretion 3 and are you now determin'd to 


XK 
h 
h 
1 
T, 
it falſify the Opinion the World has enter- 
is 
e 
d 
y 
h 


tain*d ſo much to your Advantage? What 
has infected your Underſtanding, that you 
ſhould ſuffer yourſelf to degenerate into 


ſuch degrading Extravagancies ? 

Ah! my deareſt Father, replied Chici, | 
'S rather ſay that the Prince of the Ifle of 171 
= Uxi has fuffer'd i in his Underſtanding ; for 
- FF otherwiſe, how could he poſſibly conceive | q 
e the leaſt Hope of aſpiring to your Alliance Mil 
* with Succeſs? It would certainly become Wh 
eim to grow better acquainted with himſelf; 1 
- for then he would ſoon be ſenſible of the 


Diſtance there is between him and me. 


V Daughter, ſaid the Magician, Mapantac is 
7 a very potent Prince; and derives his De- 
„ ſcent from the auguſt Race of the Prophets, 
a as well as yourſelt: And therefore I muſt 
. aſſure you, that I cannot poſſibly ſee the 


leaſt Diſproportion between him and you; 
. and i it is my * — you this Mo- 
ment 
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ment tender him your Hand, with your ny 
Nuptial Vows, as the only Reparation you ef 
can make him for your diſobliging Treat- 4 
ment... 6 
Shall I then conſent to eſpouſe Mapan- 88 a 
tac! reply'd Chici, with an Air, of Emo; 
tion. Ahl my Father, have you duly V 
conſider'd the 1 you. now impoſe 11 
upon me? Ah me! what Form of a Man 1 
is this! His Head has been enlarg'd at the bt 
Expence of the reſt of his Body; and when hi 
Nature form'd him, fhe certainly forgot 0 
that he would have any Occaſion for Legs. -t 
You have taken a Reſolution to eſpouſe me h 
to a Monſter, who ſtrikes me with Terror I 
whenever I behold. him; and are you not 4 
apprehenſive, „Sir. that this ſurpriz ing 6 


Choice of your's will A 299. to the 
Raillery 27 all the World: 7 
If the Perſon of NAapantac i is your only 
Objection, replied the Magician, you ſhall 
immediately have all. imaginable. Satisfac- 
tion; and we ſhall no longer differ in our 
Opinions. At the ſame Time he called 
for Water; 3 and when it, was brought to 
him, he ſprinkled it upon the Prince of the 
Iſle of Us, and, with a ſolemn Tone, pro- 
nounced theſe. Words: . If it be the Will of 
| tbe Gods that thou ſhouldſ retain the ſtrange 
Form which, thou. haſt received from Nature, 

. moyſt thou De 2 continue in 3 e, | 
Id le; . 
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State; ; for, in thats Caſe, I do nos pretend 10 


effect any Chunge in iby Perjon + But if they 
do 'not oppoſe thy: appearing in anoiber Sbape, 


_ aſſume, this Inſtant, thg Form of the maſt 


amiable and accompliſhed Man upon Earth. 
The Moment thoſe efficacious Words 


were uttered, an entire Shange was wrought 
in the Perſon of Napanlac. His: Head 


ſrunk into Symmetry; his Legs were 
lengthened with admirable Exactneſs; in 


fine, his whole Body was finiſn'd with the 


compleateſt Proportion! and, inſtead of 
the ſhock ing Figure of a Monſter, i in which 
he lately appeared, he was now graced with 


as beautiful and engaę ing a Forme as 1 


Mas poſſible to behold. 


All the Company directed t chain 5 to 


the Earth with an Air of Reverence, du- 
ring the Ceremony, and the wonderful 
Operation that ſucceeded it: And when 
they at laſt; lifted them up, to behold Ma- 


pantac, they were aſtoniſhed beyond Ex- 
preſſion. Cbici looked upon him with the 
Diſcompoſure of a Perſon who ſtarts out 


of a Dream, and, at the ſame Inſtant, be- 
holds ſome unknown Object: She could 


ſcarce prevail upon herſelf to credit the 


Teſtimony of her Eyes; and was at firſt 


loſt in Admiration: But, in a few Mo- 
ments, that Admiration began to ſoften 
into a tender Joy, which ann 
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of concealing. Ah Prince! cried ſhe, if 
you are the Perſon'whom the Gods have 


deſtin'd to eſpouſe me, I ſubmit with Plea- 


ſure to their Decree: I feel my Heart af- 
tected with Sentiments, very different from 
thoſe with which the Sight of you inſpir'd 


me a few Moments paſt, Ah! my deareſt. 


Prince, continued ſhe, why did you not 


always appear to me in the amiable Form 


=- have now aſſumed ?. I would not then 
have offended you in the Manner I have 

indulg' d; nor ſhould I have expos'd my- 
ſelf to my Father's Diſpleaſure, by that 
diſagreeable Conduct. But why ſhould we 
turn our Thoughts to what is paſt, ſince 
the preſent Moment crowns us with Hap- 
pineſs, and changes all our Sufferings to 
ſmiling Pleaſure? 4 


Nlapantac was fo charmed with theſe en- 
- dearing Expreſſions, that he became un- 
able, for ſome Time, to utter a Word; 


he even imagined that his Soul had quitted 


her proper Manſion, to animate the beau- 


teous Chici, and inſpire her with the Ten- 
derneis ſhe expreſſed in his Favour. The 


delightful! Muſick. of her Voice affected 
him with exquiſite Impreſſions, and his 


Heart melted away with the kindling Rap- 

ture. O!] lovely Chici, ſaid he at laſt, to 
what enchanting Tranſports have you raiſed 
me; and what Joys do I not derive _ 
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the amiable Diſpoſition you now diſcover ! 
You appear. to me, if poſſible, a thouſand. 
Times more charming than ever ; and my 
Eyes are dazzled with new Graces, that are 
every Moment riſing to my View. I once 
imagined that my Paſſion was ſo perfect, 
as to be incapable of any Encreaſe : Bur I 
am now ſenſible that my Boſom is warmed 
with Ardours, I never experienced before; 
and nothing can improve my Happineſs, 
but the Completion of our Nuptials. And, 
for my Part, added Chici, I ſhall count 
them the deareſt Felicity of my Life. 
If I am not miſtaken, interrupted - the 
Magician, we are to render this Day ftill 
more pleaſing, by the Celebration of ano- 
ther Marriage. Prince, continued he, ad- 
dreſſing his Diſcourſe to Houac, is it poſ- 
ſible that you can be inſenſible of your own 
particular Intereſt upon this Occaſion? I 
underſtand, by the Relation Mapantac has 
given us of your Adventures, that you love 
the beauteous Queen of Hatun Rucana; 1 
am likewiſe perſuaded, that ſhe is deſtin'd 
by Heaven to be your Spouſe, and is diſ- 
poſed to receive your Nuptial Vows, with- 
out any Reluctance: Why then do you 
any longer defer fo deſirahle a Union? 
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ter myſcf that your Propoſal will not meet 
with any Oppoſition in this Place. At the 


ſame Time he roſe from his Seat, and- caſt 


himſelf at the Feet of his dear Queen, with 


an Air of Tranſport not to be deſcribed. 
Madam, ſaid he, ſhall we behold: our- 


ſelves on the delighttul Verge of our Hap- 


pineſs, and yet want Reſolution to enjoy 


it? Why ſhould we be induſtrious to pro- 


tract the auſpicious Moment, that is to 


open the Scene of our future Bliſs? The 


Gods have undoubtedly ordained us for 


each other: They were pleaſed, indeed, to 
ſeparate us for ſome Time; but they have 
at laſt permitted us to meet again: Why 
then ſhould we not act in Conformity to 


their Deſigns? Let us now: compleat the 


ſoft Union for which we ſoilong have lan- 


guiſhed and let me entreat you to conſent 


to be the charming Recompence ot all the 


Perils I have ſuſta ined for your ſake. The 

ueen appeared very penſivè at this Pro- 
polal ; and only replied to it with a Sigh. 
Ah! Madam, ſaid the Prince, how am J 


do interpret that unexpected Sigh; and 


what muſt I think of the Diſorder you diſ- 


covered the Moment I had finiſhed my 


Requeſt : ? 


Sub 14 TALES. 311 


Requeſt? Can there be any Reaſon why 


we ſhould reſign ourſelves to a melancholy 


Dejection, when we are in a Condition to 
gratify our ' utmoſt Deſires? The Prince 
would not proceed in his Expoſtulations 
but waited ſome Time, to hear what An- 


ſwer the Queen would make: But as ſhe 


ftilF ſeemed loſt in Thought, and did not 
utter a Word; Ah! Madam, cried the 
Prince, with an Air of Grief and Confuſion, 


what am I to prefage from this unſeaſon- 
able Silence? There are ſome Moments, 
indeed, when a ſoft Silence is the moſt en- 


dearing Language that Lovers can utter ; 


but there arè other Seaſons wherein a pre- 
meditated Silence, creates bas ary Lan 
Br: and fatal Deſpair. 


The Queen was extremely aneaſy; to 
And her Silence miſinterpreted by the Per- 


fon ſhe ſo dearly loved. Prince, ſaid ſhe, 


if you did but know the Motive which re- 
ſtrains me from complying with your De- 


fires, you would not be dill; itisfied” with 
muy Proceedings; nor could you urge me 
with the Importunity you have now uſed. 
I freely acknowledge, that I love you with 


more Fenderneſs than I am able to expreſs; 
T am entirely devoted to your Deſires; and 


cannot poſſibly refuſe: you any reaſonable 


Requeſt: But I muſt acqua int you, at the 
"MINS 5 ders that I wiſh I had the Reſolu- 


tion 
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tion not to grant you any Thing at this 
particular Seaſon. My Heart tells me, 
that we ought not to celebrate our Nup- 
tials in any Place but my Dominions. The 
Gods are ſome times pleaſed to give us ſe- 
cret Intimations of the Conduct we ought 
to purſue; and I think ſome inviſible Pow- 
er whiſpers to me, that we ought to ex- 
change our mutual Vows. in the Temple 
of our Gods. It has been a conſtant Cu- 
ſtom in my Kingdom, to celebrate all 
Nuptials with Sacrifices and publick Pray- 
ers; and ſhall I then be the firſt to intro- 
duce a contrary Practice, by my Example? 
But could I prevail upon myſelf to conſent 


to ſuch an Innovation, ſhould we not have 
Reaſon to be apprehenſive of the Diſplea- 


fure of the Gods, who, as you are certainly 


ſenſible, are offended at our unlawful Ac- 
tions, and are not exempted from. thoſe | 


Emotions which end in Wrath. 

Ah! Madam, replied Prince Houac, if 
we were in the Territories of Hatiun Ru- 
cana, we ſhould certainly conform our- 


ſelves to the eſtabliſhed Cuſtom of the 
Country ; but we are now in a Place where 
we are not confined to any ſtrict Ceremo- 
nials, with relation to Marriage. Here 


our Union may be rendered compleat, if 
we ſincerely love, and confeſs the ſoft Paſ- 
ſion to each other, wich mutual Vows of 


conſtant 
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conſtant Fidelity. There are no Sacrifices 
in this Place, but the Sighs of Lovers; 


nor any Offering ſo acceptable to the Gods, 


as the Purity of a tender Paſſion. But 
were it indeed a Crime, continued he, to 
celebrate our Eſpouſals without Victims 
bleeding on the Altar, it would, however, 
be a Crime from which we could not be 
apprehenſive of any unfavourable Conſe- 
quences, ſince the Gods themſelves have 
made the Commiſſion of it neceſſary. It 
was from their Decrees that we were born 
for each other; and they themſelves have 
inſpired us with the mutual Love that 
warms our Breaſts. Can they poſſibly con- 
demn the Flames which their own Pre- 
ordination has kindled? and will they pu- 
niſh the Tenderneſs we expreſs to each 


other, in Conformity to their fixed Ap- 


pointment? How can they be offended 
when we exchange our Nuptial Vows, ſince 
we only accompliſh the Promiſe they for- 


merly made in our Favour ? 


The Queen ſuffered exceedingly, amidſt 
the Conflict that aroſe within her, between 
the Forebodings of her Soul, and the Com- 
placency of her Love: She ſighed, and 


continued ſilent. What do I now behold ! 
_ cried the Prince, with ſome Vehemence ; 
the Queen of Haitun Rucana oppoſes my 


Felicity! And 1s it poſſible, then, that ſhe 
Vol., II. F g no 
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no longer loves me? I am very ſenſible 


that I was not indifferent to her, before I 
engaged in ſo many dangerous Adventures 
for her Service: Or did ſhe only feign thoſe 


tender Sentiments, becauſe my Arm was at 


that Time neceſſary to her Intereſt? Ah! 
inhuman Prince, replied the afflicted Queen, 
with a beauteous Emotion, how can you 
be ſo ungenerous as to injure me by ſuch 
unk ind Reproaches? You ought ſurely to 
have credited my Veracity, when I declared 
that you was dearer to me than I could 


1 expreſs. I once again repeat that 


Truth; and when I ceaſe to love you, may 
that Time be the laſt Moment of my Life! 

As ſhe uttered theſe Words, ſhe raiſed 
one of her Hands to his, with an agree- 


able Negligence ; and, at the ſame Time, 


a Shower of Tears trickled from her lan- 
guiſhing Eyes. The Prince would have 
wiped them away; but ſne would not per- 
mit him. Suffer theſe Tears to flow, ſaid 
ſhe; for why ſhould my Weeping give you 
any Pain, ſince I acknowledge myſelf to 
be happy? Yes, my dear Prince, con- 
tinued ſhe, gently claſping his Hand, your 
Victory is now compleat; and my Ten- 
derneſs prevails over all the Preſages of 
my Heart: And tho' I were ſure to draw 
new Calamities upon myſelf, I will not op- 
poſe your Deſires any longer. 


Tam 
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Jam charmed with that Reſolution, faid 


Hlinapac; and ſince thele illuſtrious Lovers 
have ſo happily concluded their gentle Con- 


teſt, let the Day be devoted to Joy. Ex- 
change now, ye amiable Pairs, your Vows 


of unchangeable Affection to each other. 


This we ſolemnly promiſe, faid the So- 
vereign of the Iſle of Uxi and Prince Hou- 


ac; and the next Moment, the Queen of 


Hattun Rucana, and the beautiful Chici, re- 
peated the ſame Words. The Lovers then 
preſented their Hands to each other, as the 
Seal that was to ratify their future Union; 


and when theſe Ceremonies were over, the 


Marriage-Feſtival began. The Magicians 


who ſerved the Prince of the Ifle of Us:, 
and the Maſters of Muſick who came in 


Hinapac's Train, entered the Hall in a Bo- 


dy, and entertained the illuſtrious Com- 
pany with a Concert of exquiſite Harmony. 
The Elders of the Iſland and their Wives, 


with their Sons and Daughters, were invi- 
ted to the Solemnity; and when the Al 
ſembly was formed in the Palace, the Feſ- 
tival was graced with a magnificent Ball. 

Hinapac, in the mean Time, gave Or- 
ders for the Nuptial Feaſt to be prepared; 


and ſo effectually was he obeyed, that all 


the choiceſt and moſt” inviting Delicacies ot 
Nature, with every Ornament and Curio- 
ſity that the Magicians could poſſibly fur- 
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niſh, by the Contributions of their Art, N 
were collected with the richeſt Profuſion, 


and ranged into the moſt elegant Appear- 
ance. The Feaſt was ſerved up in Diſhes 


of the pureſt Gold; and the nobleſt Li- 


quors ſparkled in innumerable Veſſels of 
the ſame precious Metal, on which the Ar- 
tiſts had laviſhed all the Embelliſhments of 
their Skill: In a Word, the eaſy Regula- 
rity and Decorum in which every Thing 
was conducted, was equal to the Grandeur 
of the Entertainment. * 

The Queen of Haitun Rucana was per- 
fectly aſtoniſhed at the extraordinary Mag- 
nificence ſne beheld. I imagined, till this 
Moment, ſaid ſhe to Mapantac, that my 
Kingdom ſurpaſſed all others in Splendour 
and Riches; but I am now very ſenſible 
that I was deceived in my Opinion. Ma- 
dam, replied the Prince, I am indebted 
for what you ſee, to the Generofity of my 
_ Father-in-Law ; for whatever is employed 
on the Nuptials of the Daughters of Ma- 
gicians, 1s always the Property of the Bride. 
Ves, interrupted Hinapac, I reſign all theſe 
Things to my Daughter; and I promiſe to 
inveſt you with a very conſiderable Part 
of my Power. I could likewiſe be glad 
to offer ſome acceptable Preſent to Prince 


Houac; but it is not conſiſtent with De- 


cency, for the Poor to give Donations to 
fr pk the 
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I the Rich. The Lance of the Prophet Hu- 1 
r, amachu, and the two Taliſmans, which * 
n, {| are ſo efficacious againſt the Fury of Birds Mil 
- and terreſtrial Animals, are Treaſures which i" 
1CS ſurpaſs all the Riches that Magic can poſ- N 
i- ſibly produce: And then, addreſſing him- iy 
of ſelf to Prince Houac, May you continue to Wl 
Ar- poſſeſs them, ſaid he, as long as you live, 14 
of and tranſmit them to a Poſterity worthy to 0 
Na- enjoy them to the End of Time. = 
ing When the Feaſt was over, and the Night 5 
leur began to be far advanced, Prince Houac and Wy 
the Queen of Hattun Rucana, and the 8 
per- Prince of the Iſle of Uxi with his fair Chic, thi 
lag- Y were conducted to ſeparate Apartments, in 11 
this each of which a Nuprial Bed was prepared. 1 
my The Aſſembly then retired, and left thoſe + 7 
dour £ illuſtrious Lovers to launch into a Sea of 1 
fible Y Bliſs, too exquiſite to be repreſented in 1 
Ma- Deſcription. . 1 
bted But alas! how flecting is all human Fe- 1 
f my licity, and how ſoon was Prince Hoeuac hur- 1 
loyed £ ried from a Scene of the ſofteſt Raptures, * 
Ma- into all the Bitterneſs of Woe! He waked a9 
Bride. from a pleaſing Slumber, towards the F 
| theſe Dawn of Day, and, to his infinite Surpriſe, + "A 
aiſe to no longer beheld his lovely Queen at his * 
Part Side. He at firſt imagined ſhe might be 1 
e glad riſen to enjoy the fragrant Freſhneſs of the | 
Prince] Morning; but when he had waited ſome 4 
h De-: time in that Opinion, and at laſt perceived + 
ions to N 1 | ſhe 
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ſhe did not return, he began to ſuffer great 


| Inquietudes at her long Abſence. He roſe 
with the utmoſt Precipitation, and ſearched 
through all the Apartment ; he then paſſed 
from one-Room to another, to as little Ef- 
fect: He at laſt awakened all the Domeſ- 
ticks, and entreated them, one by one, to 
inform him where he might find the Queen 
of Hailun Rucana. 

Some of theſe People fancied that this 
Behaviour of the Prince, was no more than 
a premeditated Air of Pleaſantry which he 
had an Inclination to indulge; others ima- 
gined that he had not ſufficiently recovered 
himſelf from his Sleep; and ſome were of 
Opinion that the Violence of his Love had 
deprived him of his Underſtanding: But 


not one of them preſumed to declare his 


Sentiments to; the Prince. The general An- 
ſwer was, that they had not ſeen the Queen, 
ſince the Time ſhe was conducted to her 


NuptialApartment ; and that, in all Pro- 


bability, the Prince was beſt qualified to 
give an Account of his Bride. 

This Anſwer was far from being agree- 
able; and he continued to run from one 
Apartment to another, enquiring of all he 
met, if they had not ſeen the Queen: And 
as they were unable to afford him any Sa- 
tisfaction in that Particular, a thouſand 
different Thoughts 3 themſelves to 


his 


. 


8 


8 2 


8 


any Thing extraordinary had h 
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his Imagination, and made it impoſſible 
for him to determine which. of them it was 
moſt expedient. to fix upon. He was hur- 


ried into ſurprizing Emotions; he exclaim- 


ed at Deſtiny; he flew from Place to 
Place, and committed a thouſand Extra- 
vagancies capable of raiſing an immode- 
rate Mirth in all thoſe who were unac- 
quainted with the aſtoniſhing Effects of 
Love. 15g 43-56" Ee Crs 
— Whilſt he was thus agitated by the diffe- 
rent Impreſſions of Rage, Curioſity, and Deſ- 
pair, one of theprincipal Officers of theCourt 
approached him, with a Lamp in his 
Hand, and defired to know if he had any 
Command to be accompliſhed, or whether 
happened to 
him. Tell me, replied the Prince, where 
J may find the Queen of Hattun Rucana. 
When my Sleep left me this Morning, E 
expected to have beheld her at my Side; 
but, alas! ſhe was abſent from her Nup- 
tial Bed, and TI vainly waited” for her Re- 
turn. I am now ſearching for her, with an 
unavalling Sollicitude; I enquire for her of 


all I meet, tho? with as little Succeſs : But 
if you can now inform me where ſhe is, let 


me cnjoy that Satisfaction without Delay. 
My Lord, replied the Officer, it is im- 
poſſible for me to comprehend any Part of 


your Diſcourſe. Perhaps you would give 


P 4 | me 
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me to underſtand, that you received into 
| om Embraces, laſt Night, a Virgin, who 
appened to diſappear during the Dark- 
neſs; and that when the Morning ap- 
proached, you found a Wife at your Side: 
And you might poſſibly wake ſo very ear- 


ly, only to divert yourſelf with this extra- 


ordinary Adventure. 
The Prince was not in a Condition to 
reliſh this unſeaſonable Raillery ; but grew 


_ exceedingly enraged to find himſelf treated 


with ſo much Freedom. The Officer, 
when he beheld his Reſentment, would 


have retired z but the Prince purſued him 


with ſuch loud and injurious Language, as 
awakened Mapantac; and he immediately 
ſtarted from his Bed,to enquire into the 
Cauſe of ſuch an unexpected Alarm. He 
was exceedingly ſurprized to ſee the Prince 


at that early Hour. ls it poſſible, ſaid he, 


that you can make your Nuptial Night ſo 


ſhort? and can a young Bridegroom riſe 
with the Dawn? Ah, my Lord! replied 
Prince Hou ac, this Pleaſantry is out of Sea- 
ſon at preſent; and if you knew the Cauſe 


of my Affliction, you would certainly af- 


ford me your Compaſſion. 


What may be the Cauſe, then, of the 


Affliction you complain of? ſaid Mapantac. 
My Lord, replied Prince Houac, the Queen 
of Haitun Rucana has been forced from our 


Mar- 
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Marriage Bed, while I ſlept; and I can- 
not poſſibly obtain any Tydings of her: 
You may judge, then, of the Agonies that 
wound my Soul. 

Believe me, Prince, ſaid Mapantac, this 
is no more than a little Gaiety of your 
Bride, who had an Inclination to divert 
herſelf with your Apprehenſions. She hap- 
2 to wake before you, and concealed 
erſelf in ſome Part of the Chamber, that 


ſhe might elude your Embraces a few Mo- 


ments. But if you will return thither with 
me, I am perſuaded you will find her laid 
in her Bed, where ſhe expects you with no 
little Impattence. _ 3x9 

Ah, my Lord! replied Prince Houac, 
I have carefully ſearched every Place where 
the could poſlibly conceal herſelf, and have 
called her a thouſand times; but, alas! I 
ſearched and called in vain. . Let not that 
Diſappointment afflict you, ſaid Mapan- 
zac; for I am certain, that, notwithſtand- 


ing all your Curioſity to diſcover the Queen, 


ſhe is {till in your Apartment. The Dark- . 
neſs, without doubt, prevented you from 

ſeeing her; but I have a Taper in my 
Hand, and we ſhall infallibly find her. At 
the ſame time he took Prince Houac by the 
Hand, and conducted him to his Cham- 


ber. They approached the Nuptial Bed; 


and Mapantac was exceedingly ſurprized, 
| 2 when 


* 
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when he could not diſcover the Queen, as 
he expected. He at firſt imagined, that 
his Eyes deceived him; | he then rubbed 
them ſeveral times with his Hands, and 
faw to as little Effe& as before : He after- 
wards ſtretched his Hands all over the Bed, 
but was ftill as unſucceſsful as ever. Let 
us ſearch elſewhere, ſaid he; for I am con- 
fident we ſhall find her at laſt: But all 
their Diligence-was entirely ineffectual, and 
they began to fear that it would be impoſ- 
ſible — them to find the Queen wn Funn 
Rucans. | 


H 0 U R LVIIL 


det now begin to feel fre brevis, 


ſaid Yllapantac'; and muſt confeſs, that I 


know not what to think of this diſagree- 
able Accident. Alas! replied Prince Hou- 
ac, ſome unworthy Rival, who beheld my 


Happineſs with Envy, has deprived me of 


my beloved Queen! Ah, Prince! inter- 
rupted NMapantac, let me intreat you not 
to entertain ſuch a Thought. I acknow- 
ledge there is ſomething very extraordinary 
in your Affair; but I am at the ſame time 
fully perſuaded, that there is not any Ma- 
gician who would preſume to exerciſe his 
Authority in my Palace. The Preſence 
_ of my ns are would 15 fut- 

cient 


| 
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ficient to protect us from all Inſults; and I 


may add to this, that the Lance of the Pro- 
phet Huamachu, which you poſſeſs, is ſo 
admirable in its Virtue, that it incapacitates 


every Mortal from attempting any thing 


to your Diſadvantage., : | 

At theſe Words, Prince Houac turned 
his Eyes to that Part of the Chamber where 
he had placed the enchanted Lance, and 
perceived, to his unſpeakable Aſtoniſh- 


ment, that it was no longer there. O ex- 
ecrable Treaſon! cried he; I am likewiſe 


deprived of my Lance! At the fame time 


he happened accidentally to look upon his 


Hands, but could not diſcern the Taliſ- 
mans which had been preſented to him by 
the King of Silence and his Siſter. O Hea- 
vens | ſaid he, with an Air of the utmoſt 
Agony, what fatal Diſcoveries have I 


. made! Every Moment adds a new Sting 


to my Calamity ! Was it not a ſufficient” 
Puniſhment for me to be deprived of m 
deareſt Queen, but muſt I likewiſe be di- 
veſted of the only Affiſtance by which I can 
poſſibly hope to recover her! 25 
The ſurprizing Abſence of the Queen of 


Haitun Rucana, the Diſappearance of the 


enchanted Lance, and the Inviſibility of 


the two Taliſmans, ſtruck Mapantac with 


a Conſternation that almoſt deprived him 
of his Reaſon. He continued for a conſi- 
20 derable 
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derable Time without being able to utter 
2a Word; and ſeemed rivetted to the Place 
where he ſtood: His Mind was ſo diftract- 
ed by different Thoughts, that he was in- 
capable of forming any Determination in 
the Emergency before him ; and the Day 
began to brighten, whilſt his Diſcompoſure 
hung upon him. But when he at laſt took 
Notice of the encreaſing Light, We may 
now, ſaid he, have a more diſtinct View 
of the Objects around us; let us therefore 
renew our Search. They then proceeded 
from one Apartment to another; and with 
their Eyes and Hands made a ſtrict Inqui- 
ſition into every Place. They asked all 
the Officers and Domeſticks, if they had 


as yet found the Queen, or the enchanted 


Lance, or the Taliſmans; but they were 
ſtill diſappointed in all their Enquiries, and 
could not receive the leaſt ſatisfactory Infor- 
mation from any Mortal. . 3 
 Thapantac now began to be exceedingly 
impatient. There is ſomething, ſaid he, 
in this unhappy Accident, that ought to be 
Cleared up as ſoon as poſſible, for our mu- 
tual Satisfaction: Let uk therefore go this 
Inſtant and conſult ny Father-in-Law, who 
will certainly give usMome Light into this 
myſterious Affair. F 
Prince Houac, whoſe Mind was totally 
engaged 1n . melancholy Reflections upon 
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his Loſſes, ſtarted at theſe Words, and 


caſt his Eyes all around him like a Per- 
ſon whoſe Slumber has been ſuddenly in- 


terrupted; he attentively ſurveyed every 


Object that preſented it ſelf in his Way, 
= a Sollicitude to diſcover what he ſaught 
for with ſo much Anxiety; and, in this 


Diſcompoſure of Mind, he ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be conducted by Mapantac, with- 


out much Importunity, to the Apartment 
. of the Magician. 


Hinapac was, at that Time, conſulting a 


Silver Mirrour, which not only repre- 


ſented every Tranſaction which palleg on 
Earth at that particular Inſtant, but like- 


wiſe the whole Train of Events which hal 


ever happened ſince the Formation of the 
Earth. This Mirrour was juſtly eſteemed 
a Maſter-piece of magic Art; and though 
the Dimenſions of it were not larger than 
the Palm of a Man's Hand, it exhibited 


to the View an infinite Variety of Repre- 


ſentations, which were all comprehended 


within two thirds of the Surface. A com- 


mon Man, indeed, muſt have been gifted 


with very penetrating Eyes, to have had a 
diſtinct View of the Objects which were 
there deliniated, and he could only have 


had a confuſed Perception of the Traces 


and Contortions of innumerable Lines that 


were drawn into an endleſs Variety of Fi- 


gures. 
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gures. None of the Sons of Men but 
thoſe who were deſcended from the Pro- 
phets, could perfectly diſtinguiſh the Ob- 
jects repreſented on that Silver Superficies; 
this was a Privilege which they either de- 


rived from their Birth, or acquired by their 


Power, or perhaps both theſe Cireumſtan- 
ces equally contgbited- to beſtow it. 

When the two Princes entered the A- 
partment of the Magician, I ſee, my Lord, 


laid Napantac, by what engages your At- 
tention, that we come to viſit you at a 


very proper Time for our Purpoſe. The 


enchanted Mirrour which you hold in your 


Hand has, undoubtedly, given you a per- 


fect Information of the furprifing Event 


upon which we are new come to con- 


ſult you; and JI am perſuaded you are 


capable of acquainting us where the Queen 
of Hatiun Rucana has been conveyed. 
Ah my Lord! interrupted Prince Houac, 
and addreſſing himſelf to the Magician ,' 
if you can poſſibly give me any Tydings 
of the Queen my Conſort, let me not 
languiſh any longer for that Satisfaction; 


but unfold to me, without Reſerve, the 


Fate of that unfortunate Lady. I indeed, 
regret the Loſs of my Lance and my two 


Taliſmans; but I am driven to Diſtraction 


to be thus ſever'd from my Queen: This 
e rends my Heut with unſpeaka⸗ 
— = ble 
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ble Affliction. Alas]! how has my nuptial 
Night, which I thought would bleſs me 
with the moſt delightful Hours of = 
Life, overwhelmed: me with the ſharpe 

Woe that I could poſlibly ſuſtain. 
Hlinapac beheld the Tears trickle from 
the Prince's Eyes, while he was ſpeaking, 
and was- touched with Compaſſion at that 
affecting Sight. I am not unacquainted, 
faid he, with the Cauſe of your Affliction, 
the Mirrour I have in my Hand, repre- 
ſents to my View all the Misfortunes that 
have happened to you this Night. I per- 
fectly diſcover the Source from whence 
they ſpring, and they fill me with Grief as 
well as your ſelf. But, O Prince! have 
you forgotten the Dignity of your Birth, 
and the Rank you bear in the World? 
Why do-you indulge this immoderate De- 
jection which already preys upon the 
Bloom. in your Cheeks ? Inſtead of cheriſh- 
ing your Deſpair, and impairing your Vi- 
gour with unavailing Anxiety; rouze your 
Soul into a noble Fortitude, and habituate 
your ſelf, by new Reſolutions, to encounter 
the Difficulties that ſurround you. Make 
it evident, by your manly Conduct, that 
Fortune may indeed afflict a Heroe, but 
can never debaſe him into a mean Timidity 
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My Lord, replied Prince Houac, you 
are certainly ſenſible of the unhappy Fate 
to which the Race of Man is ſubjected. 
The ſereneſt Preſence of Mind cannot al- 
ways ſtand the Shock of ſudden Calamities : 
Nature recoils at their firſt Aſſault, and it 
is extremely difficult to be unaffected with 
their ſevere Impreſſions. A ſedate Reflec- 
tion is the only Faculty that can regulate 
theſe involuntary Emotions of a wounded 
Mind ; and I, in ſome Meaſure, experience 


its Efficacy. I was ready to ſink beneath 
the Weight of Woes I ſuffer ; but I have 


called up all the Powers of my Soul, to aid 
me in that Conflict: And I cart arm myſelf 
Pont, tho* my Misfortunes ſhould 
leave me deſtitute of every Gleam of Hope. 
If any fatal Neceſſity deprives me of the 
Queen of Hattun Rucana, my Life will 
indeed be miſerable without her; but, at 


the fame Time, it will not be inſupport- 


able. I can live wretched, without plung- 


ing myſelf into Deſpair ; and ſhall never 


be ſollicitous to reſign my Lite, before the 
Gods are pleaſed to demand it. But, my 
Lord, continued he, ſince you know the 
Cauſe of my Unhappineſs, why will you 


not impart it to me? If I be criminal, let 
me, at leaſt, be acquainted with my Of- 


tence, that I may ſee whether it be capable 
of Expiation. 


1 YU os ²˙—⁰—?¼ĩ?jrd⁊ . Con 


Prince, 


IR uo» un ĩ⅛ Xu oa | OG ain RS... 


CCC 


TW 


AF 


3 


PERUVIAN TALES. 329 
Prince, replied the Magician, the great 
Rimac is offended at your Precipitation, to 


celebrate your Marriage without the Cere- 
monies that are cuſtomary on ſuch Solem- 


nities in the Kingdom of Hattun Rucana, 
the Scepter of which you was deſtin'd to 
fway. If I ſuffer, ſaid he, this Violation 
of my Laws, my Temples will hereafter 
be a uſeleſs Load on the Earth. If Prince 


Houac, who has ſo often experienced the 


gracious Effects of my Protection, now 
deſpiſes my Altars; and if the Queen of 
Hattun Rucana, whoſe Mind and Perſon 
I delighted to adorn with ſo many amiable 
Qualities, neglects my Sacrifices, how will 
they be regarded by other Mortals! But 

my Inſtitutions ſhall not be vioiated with 
Impunity. At the ſame Inſtant, he com- 
manded two of his Miniſters to execute his 
Determination : One of them carried away 
the Queen your Spouſe; the other ſeized 
the Lance of the Prophet Huamachu, and 
deprived you of your Taliſmans. The 
Queen was conveyed to her Dominians, 
which are now in the Poſſeſſion of an U- 
ſurper. The Number of the People who 
have acknowledged their lawful Sovereign, 
is very inconſiderable: But they have ſworn 
to re-eſtabliſh her on the Throne, at the 


Hazard of their Lives ; tho? all their Loy- 
alty will be ineffectual, till they are headed 


by 
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by you; and whatever you engage in will 
be as unſucceſsful, whilſt you continue dif- 
poſſeſſed of the Lance and the Taliſmans. 
Lou muſt, therefore, endeavour to recover 
them as ſoon as poſſible: They are now 
depoſited in the Temple of the Great Ri- 
mac ; and you mult ſearch for them there. 
Go, then, and preſent yourſelf. before the 
Throne of that Deity, with Vows and Of- 
terings capable of mollifying his Diſplea- 
ſure; and endeavour, by your Prayers and 
Sacrifices, to regain the Lance and Taliſ- 
mans. But ſhould the God, in his Wrath, 
refuſe to reſtore them to you at your firſt 
Supplications; be not tempted, by Deſpair, 
to diſcontinue your humble Importunity. 
The Goas are cver pleaſed with Perſeve- 
rn en 
But ah, my dear Prince! continued Hi- 
napac, how am I touched with Compaſſion 
at your unhappy Fate! You mult now be 
expoſed to innumerable Dangers ; you have 


an immenſe Waſte of Water to navigate, be- 


fore you can arrive at the Continent; ou 
muſt confront the Fury of Multitudes of ſa- 
vage Beaſts, who inhabit the forlorn Foreſts 
thro* which you muſt neceſſarily paſs; you 
muſt bound from Precipice to Precipice you 
muſt climb the Steep of craggy Rocks, and 


| aſcend Mountains whoſe Tops are buried 


in the Clouds; Hunger and Thirſt are to 
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be your frequent Companions ; and you 
will be expoſed to all the Severities of 
Air and Skies: And, for the Completion 
of your Misfortune, you are not to expect 


the leaſt Aſſiſtance from any Power on 
_ Earth, in Air, or in the Waters. There 


is not a Magician thro? the whole Extent 
of this World, who can preſume to aid any 
Perſon againſt whom the Great Rimac 


Points his Vengeance. 


If it muſt be ſo, replied Prince Houac; 


1 ſubmit to my Fate: And ſince my poor 


Web of Life is to be interwoven with Ca- 


lamities and Afflictions, I will gallantly 
oppoſe myſelf to all the Dangers that are 


to be ſet in Array againſt me; and if I 
cannot ſurmount them by any natural 
Strength, I will defeat them by Fortitude 
of Mind. And then addreſſing himſelf ta 
the Sovereign of the Iſle of Uxi, Let us go, 
Prince, ſaid he; my Departure ſhall not 
be deferred a Moment longer than may be 

neceſſary for my Preparations. But I muſt 
entreat you to order ſome of your Subjects 


to aſſiſt me in building a Veſlel for my 


Voyage. I have now the Idea of one, 
which I believe will convey me from hence 


to the Continent ; for ſince I have loſt my 


Taliſmans, I cannot preſume to have Re- 
courfe to the King of Silence, and his Pre- 
ſence would be inſupportable to me. Alas! 

inter- 


332 PERUVIAN TALES. 


interrupted Y Aapantac, it is not in my Pow- 
er to command my Subjects to perform any 
thing in your Favour: I can only permit 
you to cut down proper Trees in my Fo 
reſts, and ſuffer you to furniſh yourſelf _ 

with what Proviſions are neceſſary for your 
Support; and then leave you in full Liber- 
ty to depart from this Iſland without any 
Oppoſition. r 
How! my Lord, cried Prince Houac, 
with an Air of the utmoſt Aſtoniſhmear, 
is it thus that the Prince of the Iſle of Usi 
treats a Perſon, to whom he not only owes 
his Liberty, but even the Life he now en- 
Joys? Ah me! I expected a Recompence 
very different from this; and flattered my- 
ſelf, amidſt all my Misfortunes, that you 
would have ſome Compaſſion upon your 
Benefactor. Prince, interrupted Hinapac, 
let me caution you not to injure 7/lapantac 
with Reproaches that he no way deſerves. 

If he declines to grant you the Aſſiſtance 
you have a Right to demand from him, 
and if even I forbear to employ the Power 
of my Art in your Favour, it is not becauſe 
either of us is inſenſible of your Diſtreſs 3 for 
we would rejoice to aid you on this impor- 
tant Occaſion, but the Gods themſelves are 
your declared Enemies; and their Power is 
infinitely ſuperior ' to ours: For which 
Reaſon it will be impoſſible for us to intereſt 
Stoll 2 ourſelves 


Ser | 
Theſe affliftive Expreſſions did not abate 
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_ ourſelves in your Favour, with Impunity. 
Were you even to addreſs yourſelf to the 


King of Silence, that Application would 
be altogether ineffectual; and he could not 
perform any thing for your Service. I have 


already acquainted you, that no Power on 


Earth, in Air, or in the Waters, is now 
permitted to aſſiſt you in any Inſtance what- 


the Intrepidity of Prince Houac : I now 
find, ſaid he, that Patience muſt be my 


_ laſt Remedy; and Iam determined to arm 
my Soul with a Conſtancy that ſhall oppoſe 


all my Misfortunes, how great ſoever the 


may prove. I will go to the Woods, and 


build a Veſſel myſelf, which ſhall bear me 


| thro? the Waves, and convey me to the 


Continent. And if the Wrath of the Great 


Rimac, which is now kindled againſt me, 


ſhould purſue me on the mighty Waters, 
may the Will of that God be accompliſh- 
ed; and let me periſh in the Boſom of the 
Deep, if that be his Determination. Bur I 


hope that, notwithſtanding I am reduced 


to this miſerable and deſtitute Condition, T 


hall ſtill be the Object of his Compaſſion : 


The Gods are touched with the Calamities 


of unhappy Mortals, who humbly wiſh to 


expiate their Crimes. 


His 
. : ö | 
; | 
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At the Cloſe of this Diſcourſe, the Prince 


Sd from Nlapantac and his Father-in-law ; 


and after he had furniſhed himſelf with an 
Ax, he immediately directed his Steps to the 
Foreſt, and ſearched for Trees of the lighteſt 
| Wood: When he had found ſuch as he ima- 
ined-would be ſuitable to his Purpoſe, he cut 
wn ſix, and cleaved them into large and 
ſmooth Planks, which he faſtened together 
with ſtrong Pins cut out of the ſame Timber, 
and then formed the whole into the Shape of 
a ſquare Cheſt; but pointed in the Fore-part, 
that it might cut through the Waves with 


5 leſs Reſiſtance. He likewiſe covered the op: 
per Part of the Veſſel with Planks cloſely 


compacted together, to NP it from any 


_  Influx of Water, that might otherwiſe {in 


it; and he only left a ſmall Opening in the 
Middle, where he propoſed to Place himſelf 
to row his Boat, but this Opening was to be 


: cloſed with a Cover, when the Sea happened 


to be tempeſtuous. 
The Prince compleated all his Work in the 


2 Space of three Days; he then drew his Veſ- 


ſel to the Shore, and launched ĩt into the O- 


dean; he likewiſe ſtored. it with ſuch Provi- 


fions | as he judged neceſſary for his Vopige : 


And when all theſe Preparations were com- 


pleated, having taken leave of the Prince of 
the Iſland of ETD he e a 


en 1 £1 
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